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THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Clive Griffiths)
took the Chair at 2.30 p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (4): ASSENT
Message from the Governor received and

read notifying assent to the following Bills-

I.Camballin Farms (AlL Holdings Piy.
Ltd.) Agreement Bill.

2. Acts Amendment (Sexual Assaults) Bill.

3. Acts Amendment (Educational Insti-
tutions Superannuation) Bill.

4. Superannuation and Family Benefits
Amendment Bill.

ABORIGINAL LAND RIGHTS INQUIRY:
ACCOUNTS

Select Comnmittee: Motion
HON. N. F. MOORE (Lower North) [2.39

P.M.]: I move-
That a select committee of 3 members

be appointed to inquire into and report on:
(a) the form and content of the docu-

ments tabled by the Leader of the
Government on November 14 and 19
1985 in answer to an order of the
House relating to funds supplied to
various groups by or through the Ab-
original Liaison Committee;

(b) the form and content of the docu-
ments tabled by the Auditor General
on Wednesday, November 20 1985 in
answer to an order of the House relat-
ing to the matter described in para-
graph (a);

(c) the form and content of the docu-
ments tabled by the Commissioner of
the Aboriginal Affairs Planning Auth-
ority on Tuesday, November 19 1985
in answer to an order of the House
relating to the matter described in
paragraph (a);

(d) whether, as a result of its examination,
the committee is of the opinion that
the documents so tabled by the Leader
of the Government are a full and
Proper answer to the order of the
House;

(e) whether, as a result of its examination,
the committee is of the opinion that
money appropriated by Parliament in

Ior more financial years has been
granted or expended in a proper man-
ner and with the object of enabling
persons and organisations to make
submissions to the Seaman Inquiry.

For the purpose of its inquiry and exam-
ination, the committee has power to send
for persons, papers and records, and to sit
on days over which the House stands ad-
journed. The committee is hereby
empowered to present interim reports, but
shall report finally to the House not later
than Tuesday, December 10 1985. The
proceedings of the committee during the
hearing of evidence shall be open to
accredited representatives of the news me-
dia and the public.

The motion seeks to set up a Select Committee
of this House to inquire into the documents
which have been tabled by the Government,
admittedly over a long period. The motion
seeks a committee of three members to be
appointed to inquire into the form and content
of the documents tabled by the Leader of the
Government; that is, the typed-up version of
the submissions of expenditure, together with
the photocopy that was providcd on Tuesday.
It also requires the committee to look at the
report provided to the House yesterday by the
Auditor General. The motion requires the com-
mittee to look at the documents tabled by the
Deputy Commissioner of the Aboriginal Af-
fairs Planning Authority.

It is also to look at whether the Committee is
of the view that Hon. Des Dans has provided a
proper and full.answer in accordance with the
order made by the Council in the previous
week.

Finally it is to look at whether the documents
indicate any misappropriation of funds by
those people who received financial assistance
to make submissions to the Seaman inquiry.
That is the purpose of the proposed Select
Committee, and I want to use this opportunity

to explain to the House why I believe it is
necessary that there should be a Select Com-
mittee.

I do not want to go back over ground that has
already been covered over the last couple of
weeks except to say that after much argument,
and having to go through some quite extraordi-
nary activities, the House now has in its pos-
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session photocopies of the original statement of
expenditure provided to the liaison committee,
for recipients of funding to assist them to make
submissions to the Seaman inquiry.

This document regrettably raises more ques-
tions than it answers. It raises a significant
number of questions which I believe can be
answered only by the formation of a Select
Committee. I want to indicate to the House the
-sorts of questions that are raised by these docu-
ments. I am sure that by the time I have fin-
ished my comments today there will be no
doubt in anybody's mind that there are con-
siderable grounds for the formation of a com-
mittee to investigate these documents and to
form a judgment about whether any of the
funds were misappropriated.

Members will be aware today that when the
Seaman inquiry was first established, the
Government set up under the chairmanship of
Mr Bridge, MLA, a liaison committee whose
task it was to allocate these funds. In that sense,
the reasons given by the Government at the
time for setting up this liaison committee were
quite sensible. The aim basically was to enable
those people who would otherwise not be able
to make a submission the opportunity to do so.
That was quite a laudable aim.

I am waiting today for an answer to a ques-
tion which will indicate whether a ceiling was
set on the amount of money that could be
spent. In my view, from the information I have
received, such a ceiling was never imposed. It
was left to the liaison committee to decide how
much money could be spent. I am advised,
from a fairly reliable source, that in the initial
stages of its activities the committee met-
bearing in mind that it had five members-and
as a group decided how funds should be
allocated and how much should be spent.

I am further advised that as time went by, it
was left up to the chairman of the committee to
make money available, and on his own dis-
cretion, to allow up to $ 10 000 to be issued per
time. I am also advised that towards the end of
the inquiry, no such constraint existed at all. In
fact the chairman was able to make funds avail-
able as he thought fit. I am also advised that at
one stage during the inquiry the liaison com-
mittee ran out of money, which would indicate
that perhaps a ceiling had been set. The chair-
man subsequently went to the Premier, who is
also the Treasurer, who gave him another
$100000.
(153k

It is interesting that the chairman of the
liaison committee and the Treasurer were re-
sponsible for this funding-the Treasurer being
of course, the Premier, Mr Burke. My advice is
that Mr Wilson, the Minister responsible, was
not involved in this matter of funding. I am
also advised that Mr Seaman was very dis-
tressed at the way in which the funds were
handed out. In his view it was not an accept-
able way to go about spending money. These
facts raise serious questions about the whole
conduct of this matter.

It was also interesting to look at the answer
to the question I asked yesterday in this House,
which dealt with how the funds were actually
made available. I think it is important that
members have this brought to their notice. I
asked in question 394-

(1) How did the committee decide which
organisations or individuals were
entitled to receive funding?

To which the Minister replied-

(1) Applications for financial assistance
were considered from individuals and
groups who or which would not have
been able to prepare submissions
without financial assistance and who
Or which had indicated a genuine wish
to contribute to the inquiry; and de-
cisions were based on an assessment
of or knowledge of the needs of the
person or group or the relevant area of
the State.

Then I asked-

(2) Was the funding made available on
the basis of proposed budgets submit-
ted by the applicants?

(3) If not, was any evidence required as to
how the funds were to be spent?

(4) Was it necessary for applicants to sub-
mit written submissions to obtain
funding?

The answer to this was-

(2) to (4) Written and/or verbal sub-
missions were considered.

That was the total answer to that question. In
other words, no budget was required, no esti-
mates as to how the funds were to be spent was
required in writing and verbal requests could
be considered. My question continued-

(5) If so, will the Minister table all such
written submissions?
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I understand that the Minister has indeed
tabled those written submissions and I appreci-'
ate that. I will have a chance to look at them
later on. My question continued-

(7) Was it necessary for recipients of
funds who sought additional funds to
lodge further applications in writing?

The answer to that was-
(7) and (8) No. Applications for further

funds were dealt with as outlined
above for original applications.

In other words, if funds ran out, all one had to
do was ring up Mr Bridge and ask for more
money, and that money could easily be forth-
coming. The question continued-

(9) Were funds made available to appli-
cants before the funds were spent or
were funds only paid upon receipt of
evidence of expenditure?

In other words: Did they have to spend their
money and use their own resources before be-
ing reimbursed? The answer to that was,
"Yes." Thus funds were made available before
they were spent, and cheques were made avail-
able to be spent by the applicants before they
had actually incurred any costs.

My question continued-
(0) Was it necessary for recipients to pro-

vide to the committee receipts for ex-
penditure?

The answer to that was-
(10) Statements of expenditure only were

required, and these have been tabled.
So it was not required that any person receiving
these funds should provide receipts of expendi-
ture to account for the expenditure of those
funds. That is a most extraordinary situation in
my view. The question continues-

(It) Was a set of guidelines produced
which outlined how funds could be
expended?

(12) If so, will the Minister table these
guidelines?

The answer to that was-
(11) No. However, applications submitted

were considered in the light of matters
referred to in (I).

I am not sure that this is a correct answer. I
have been advised that there were guidelines
for expenditure of these funds. I do not know
whether that is true, but the advice I have
received is that there are guidelines and if they
were to be made public, there would be some
embarrassment caused to the Government, in

the sense that those guidelines were not abided
by. Even if there were no guidelines, I suggest
that there should have been. To allow a
Government department or organisation or, as
in this case, a Government Committee, to
dispense moneys-in this case $500 000-
without requiring the recipients of those funds
to abide by some predetermined guidelines is
paramount to total and absolute waste of
money, and, in effect, it encourages people to
misappropriate, or misuse, those funds. It
seems from the answer to the question I asked
yesterday that the setting-up of the committee
under Mr Bridge was done in such a way that it
could not really go in any other direction but
the one we have now reached. That is why we
now have a real problem in respect of account-
ability.

While I am on the matter of questions and
answers I asked in question 395-

(1) Is it correctly reported in this morn-
ing's edition of The West Australian-
Tuesday, 19 November 1985-that
the Minister is unaware of any misuse
of public moneys made available
through the Aboriginal Liaison Com-
mittee?

He should listen closely to the answer because
it is very well written. He said-

The Minister is aware of the report
printed in The West Australian of
Tuesday, 19 November, and has advised
that the expenditure referred to has been
audited in accordance with the Audit Act.

He does not say he is satisfied that there has
been no misuse of public funds. He simply says
that he understands they have been audited in
accordance with the Audit Act. I suggest that
the Minister, by not directly answering the
question, knows full well that what I am about
to say is quite true there has been misuse
of funds and he is not prepared to say in this
Parliament that there has been no misuse of
funds.

I think it is also very important, before I
direct my attention to some of the actual docu-
ments, to consider two other matters. The first
matter refers to the documents tabled by Mr
Easton in the House. I regret very much that
Mr Easton had to be involved in this matter.
Had the Government, in the first place, tabled
the documents that were sought, Mr Easton
would never have been involved. I regard it as
most regrettable that his political masters were
prepared to allow a situation to develop where
a public servant had to be involved in an act iv-
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ity of this House. I imagine that Mr Easton
found the whole circumstances to be quite dis-
tasteful. I therefore apologise to Mr Easton for
his having to be involved in this matter. Had
his political masters done the right thing in the
first place, this would never have arisen.

The second point I wish to mention relates to
the Auditor General's statement. The reason it
was necessary to get the Auditor General's
statement was that the documents tabled by the
Government, albeit reluctantly" showed no evi-
dence that the documents requested had been
audited. There were no statements except Mr
Easton's statement that the documents had
been audited. It would not be accepted in a
court of law that, because somebody who was
not an auditor was giving his point of view,
they had therefore been audited. So it was
necessary to pursue the matter with respect to
the Auditor General, and the report from the
Auditor General is the most damning docu-
ment that has come out of the whole business.

The Auditor General has said, in effect, that
the statements of expenditure put forward by
each of the groups which received funds had
not been audited. I know that one has been
audited because the Southern Aboriginal Cor-
poration's auditors audited its documents, and
there is a statement to that effect. However,
that is the only one that I can find that has been
audited. Yet, Mr Wilson, in response to my
questions during the two years I was seeking
information, was the first person to talk about
audits. He said, in answer to question 277 of 24
October 1985-

As previously indicated, statements of
expenditure have now been returned by all
organisations and individuals who
received funding from the Aboriginal
Liaison Committee. These statements
have been duly and properly audited by
officers from the State Audit Department-

One could be excused for assuming that, in that
answer, the Minister is telling us that the indi-
viduals' and the organisat ions' accounts of ex-
penditure had been audited.

Hon. Peter Dowding: That is not what he
says'at all.

H~on. N. F. MOORE: I am saying to the Min-
ister that 1, as a relatively average person,
having read that, made an assumption that the
statements of expenditure which had been
returned by the organisations and individuals
had been duly and properly audited. I know the
Minister is smarter than the avenage bear and
might be able to differentiate between the

technicalities. I will read it again for the Minis-
ter as it takes a little while for it to sink in. The
answer stated-

As previously indicated, statements of
expenditure have now been returned by all
organisations and individuals who
received funding from the Aboriginal
Liaison Committee. These statements
have been duly and properly audited by
officers from the State Audit Department.

The statements he is talking about are the
statements of expenditure that have been
returned by the various organisations. One is
entitled to draw the conclusion from that that
the individual statements have also been
audited. Of course, the Auditor General, in his
statement to the House yesterday, said that
they were not audited. All that have been
audited are the accounts of the Aboriginal Af-
fairs Planning Authority Committee, not the
individuals' statements of expenditure. In fact,
he says that he is not entitled, by law, to audit
the statements of a non-Government organis-
ation. He says-this is the most damning thing
of the whole matter-that-

Accordingly, neither I nor any of my
officers have conducted any such audits.

I suggest to the House, not that Mr Wilson has
told the House a lie when one compares his
answer with the Auditor General's statement,
but that he has clearly misled the House. He
tried to create the impression in my mind, at
least, that the documents about which I had
been seeking information for some consider-
able time had been properly audited. Now we
find from the Auditor General's mouth that
they have not been audited. That is not a very
satisfactory situation.

The Government has been trying to fob me
off; it has been trying to lay a smokescreen
across my path. We have found out, through
having to go down the extraordinary path that
we have gone down, the truth of the matter.
The truth is that over a long period the
Government has sought to mislead the Parlia-
ment, and me particularly, about this matter.

A-nother interesting aspect of the Auditor
General's statement is the list of recipients of
funds, the amount that was provided to them,
the amount that was acquitted, the amount that
was refunded, and the amount that has not
been acquitted. They show that two organis-
ations or individuals returned funds when they
spent less than they got, but four organisations
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or individuals have not returned funds that
they did not expend. I will go into some detail
about those in a few minutes.

The figures show that even as late as 19
November 1985, two days ago, the Auditor
General had still not been provided with all the
details of funds expended by the Aboriginal
Liaison Committee. Four organisations still
have not submitted their final returns. That is a
most unacceptable state of affairs because we
are talking about $6 622 of public funds which
is still unaccounted for.

It is also interesting to look at what the Audi-
tor General has tabled, and to look at the letter
he sent to the Deputy Commissioner, Aborigi-
nal Affairs Planning Authority on 27 December
1984. In that letter he says that it was noted
that the advances amounting to $ 58 82 1.70 to
Aboriginal communities to meet the costs of
submissions to the Seaman land inquiry had
not yet been acquitted. He then requested that
the acquittals be finalised as soon as possible.

Even the Auditor General was beginning to
get worried about the whole matter as far back
as December 1984, but not as far back as I was,
I must admit. However, some 10 or I1t months
ago he was writing to the Aboriginal Affairs
Planning Authority seeking information and
pointing out that $58 000 had not been
accounted for.

Let us look at some of the details of the
organisations which received funds and at
some of the statements of expenditure that
have been provided.

I have picked out some which stand out and
which I thought should be brought to the atten-
tion of the House and which emphasise the
need for the appointment of a Select Com-
mittee to investigate the statements of expendi-
ture.

The first one to which I refer is under the
heading, "Southern Aboriginal Corporation".
The corporation has submitted very detailed,
and what appear to me to be quite acceptable
statements of expenditure under the heading,
"NAC SAC", and the person responsible is Mr
or Ms D. Calvin. The actual expenditure by the
NAC SAC appears to be in Order and, in fact,
attached is an auditor's statement from its own
auditors. I might add that it Spent a total of
$46 600 to prepare a submission. It is a con-
siderable amount of money in view of the fact
that $24 000 of that amount went on wages and
$ 10 000 on food and drink. One needs to ask,
"Why is it necessary to spend $24 000 on
salaries and $ 10 000 on food and drink?"

Attached to the Southern Aboriginal Corpor-
ation's statements of expenditure are several
accounts under the name of Little, ALS, Perth.
Two documents do not have any names on
them at all, but are signed by what appears to
be the name Little. Another one has the head-
ing, "Narrogin" and is signed by Harry Narkie.
Another has the heading, "Alicia Frasina" for
the amount of $1 200 and another two docu-
ments are without names but appear to be
signed by a person by the name of "Little". In
my view, those documents are not accounted
for and they are very difficult to understand.

While I am not reflecting on the people who
submitted the accounts they could have put
their name at the top of them. It appears they
have been lumped in with the Southern Abor-
iginal Corporation accounts, but there is no
indication of that and there is no relationship
clarified with respect to those persons named
Little and Frasina, and the Southern Aboriginal
Corporation.

The next set of accounts which I choose at
random is the Eastern Goldfields Land Coun-
cit. The person under whose name these ac-
counts have been submitted is Mr Aubrey
Lynch who is an NAC delegate for the eastern
goldfields. lHe is a person whom I know well
and whom I like very much. He has filled in the
documents fairly thoroughly, except that when
one reaches the end of the statement one finds
that Mr Lynch is claiming certain expenditure;
if I start at the end of the list and go backwards
members will have an indication of what I am
talking about.

The last account submitted by Mr Lynch was
in March 1985 for $850, being $200 wages,
$250 petrol and $400 for something which I am
unable to read but which appears to be,
"Settlement services". That was in March this
year and the Seaman report was tabled in the
Parliament in September 1984. To the best of
my knowledge submissions to that inquiry fin-
ished six months prior to that;.yet in March
this year Mr Lynch was still claiming money. In
February 1985, Mr Lynch claimed $2 667; in
January 1985 he claimed $963; in December
1984 he claimed $750 and in November 1984
he claimed $1 300. All these funds were
expended after the Seaman report had been
made public. This money was supposed to have
been made available to assist people to put
submissions to the Seaman inquiry. How could
someone be drawing wages for six months after
the tabling of the report in this Parliament?
Perhaps if the account were for something
which had been purchased during the time of
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the actual inquiry and the bill had been
delayed, I could understand it; but accounts for
wages indicate that people were still drawing
money for supposedly doing something. How
could a person be making a submissions to an
inquiry in February this year when the inquiry
was completed and a report had been submit-
ted to Parliament in September the previous
year?

Another very interesting item under the
statements of expenditure is headed, "South
West Monetary Compensation Comsin
The funds made available in the instance
were in two lots-$5 000, dated October 1983
and $4 602 dated January 1984. Both were in
the name of Evelyn Walshe and Violet E.
Newman, South West Monetary Compensation
Commission, Flat 16, 66 Walanna Drive,
Karawara" which is a metropolitan address. To
the best of my knowledge Violet E. Newman
and Evelyn Waishe are one and the same per-
son. Also, to the best of my knowledge, this
person now goes under the name of Violet E.
Newman and she collected $9 602, left Western
Australia and went to Sydney and has not been
see since.

The first statement of expenditure submitted
by this person was for $5 000 and $3 200 was
spent on fuel. Research shows that Violet E.
Newman does not hold a driver's licence and
has never owned a car. Yet, in the month of
October 1983 she spent $3 200 on fuel. Maybe
someone else drove her, but I tell you what, Mr
President, you can drive a long way on
$3 200-worth of fuel-further than Sydney, I
would assume. She also spent $220 on food and
drink; $550 on fares; $800 on equipment pur-
chase; $1 50 on stationery and $80 on postage.
That was for the month of October.

For the month of January 1984 she received
$4 602, of which $3 276 went on salaries; $150
on fuel and $1 176 on the hire of motor ve-
hicles. I am referring to Violet E. Newman who
represented the South West Monetary Com-
pensation Commission and who has not been
seen since she collected the money. I have
outlined how she spent $9 602. It is rather
interesting to look at those sorts of figures.

I might also add that the South West Monet-
ary Compensation Commission which received
$9 000 made no written submission to the Sea-
man inquiry. What was the money used for?
That is a very good question that could be
asked by a Select Committee. In fact, I would
suggest that if a Select Committee is set up,
Violet E. Newman should be required to ap-

pear before the committee at the earliest poss-
ible opportunity to explain whether the
anecdotal evidence I have is, in fact, correct.

Let us look at another example which is
under the name of the Punmu Society. I under-
stand that this organisation occasionally settles
out on the Canning Stock Route in the vicinity
of Well 33.

1 have been led to believe that this organis-
ation is pant of the outstation movement in
which people move out of settled areas to the
desert to get away from some of the excesses of
community Living. I can see some vintue in
that, but this group was given $8 000 by the
Aboriginal Liaison Committee headed by Mr
Bridge and this is how it spent that $8 000. In
fact, it spent more than that. It spent $ 12 088. I
am told, however, by the Auditor General that
when these organisations spent more than they
got, the difference was made up by the com-
munity. I can find no evidence in these in-
stances that the community made up the differ-
ence, so I can only assume that because the
community got $8 000 and spent $12 088, it
made up the difference between those amounts.
This is the breakdown of the $12 800 that was
spent: Fuel, $2 389; car or vehicle hire, $1 850;
food and drink, $7 671.67.

Hon. 0. E. Masters: It must have been a
good party!

Hon. N. F. MOORE: There may well be a
perfectly satisfactory explanation. There may
have been 2 000 people, 1 000 people, or 5 000
people gathered at Well 33 who, in the eyes of
the Liaison Committee, needed to be fed. I
would have thought that people could have
taken their own food if they were going to a
meeting to discuss having land given back to
them, but if the committee decided they should
be fed, it might have been possible to spend in
excess of $7 000 feeding them. However, it
seems an extraordinary amount of money to
require the taxpayers to meet.

Hon. Tom Stephens: You should pack your
sandwiches when you come to Parliament
House.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: It is interesting that Mr
Stephens publicly said that members of Parlia-
ment ought to disclose their expenditure and
should be accountable for it. No doubt all his
colleagues agree with him and would all be
happy with his statement that appeared in the
Press. I am happy to bring a cut lunch, as does
Mr Cain. I believe that Mr Cain takes a cut
lunch to work because he would not want any-
body to buy him lunch. If the day comes when
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members of Parliament have to bring a cut
lunch to work, I will bring a cut lunch to work.
However, when that day arrives we will have
descended to a very silly situation.

An amount in excess of $7 000 was spent on
food and drink. As I said, there may be a per-
fectly acceptable explanation, but I would like
to know what that explanation is. A Select
Committee could find out the explanation.

I also comment on an article that appeared in
yesterday's The West Australian in relation to a
grant made to Mr Rubent Isaacs. The article
states-

THE chairman of the National Aborigi-
nal Lands Trust, Mr Robert Isaacs, says his
family name has been smeared in a WA
Opposition campaign to revamp the land
rights issue before the State election.

The family was accused in Parliament
last week of misappropriating funds for a
submission to the Seaman inquiry into Ab-
original land rights.

I have phoned Mr Isaacs and explained to him
quite clearly that at no stage have I raised his
name in the Parliament. At no time has the
Opposition ever said in the Parliament or
outside the Parliament that he had
nuisappropriated funds.

Hon. Tomn Stephens: You just said it to the
Press.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: I did not say it to mnem-
bers of the Press, and they will verify that. The
Press was given access to these documents at
the same time as I was.

Hon. Tom Stephens: You are preoccupied
with the fact that $23 of his grant was not
spent, even though he returned that money by
cheque.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: I know that. That fact
is also included at the bottom of the statement
of account put in by the Isaacs family. Perhaps
the person writing the article missed that fact,
but it is recorded at the bottom of the
statement. The point I make is that at no time
have [ ever mentioned Mr- Isaacs' name in con-
nection with his submission. However, I have
mentioned it in one other context. Mr Bridge,
in a very outlandish way, suggested to the pub-
lic of Western Australia that all the people who
got these funds were poor bush Aborigines who
could not possibly be expected to make a re-
turn, who could not possibly be expected to say
how they spent the funds, because they were
poor, uneducated Aborigines. He then asked

how he could be expected to find out what
every black fellow consumed under a tree in the
bush, or something to that effect.

The point I make is that many of the people
who received funds through this committee are
people like Mr Isaacs-people who are very
capable and competent. Mt Isaacs' submission
is a most fastidious one. He has clearly and
accurately documented all his expenditure, in-
cluding the $1 000 to Mr Phillip Vincent to
provide legal advice.

Mr Phillip Vincent, as we know, is an
endorsed Labor Party candidate. He also
received $16 000 from the Kimberley Land
Council. I wonder whether the Select Com-
mittee might not find that he actually made
some more money from some other organis-
ations which have simply called that outgoing
"legal expenses". As a taxpayer, I am not pre-
pared to give $16 000 of my money to Mr
Phillip Vincent to write a report on behalf of
Aborigines claiming things that most Aborigi-
nes would not even have thought of. I refer to
claims like, "We demand the sky above the
land; we demand the ground to the centre of
the earth below the land." Are these concepts
that the Aboriginal people of the Kimberley
Land Council would put forward, or are they
concepts invented by people like Mr Phillip
Vincent, Mr Tonm Stephens, Mr Stephen
Hawke, and so on? They are the sorts of con-
cepts that such people would put forward, not
the sorts of concepts that people on the
Kimberley Land Council would put forward.
People on that side of the House expect us to be
quite happy that Mr Phillip Vincent got
$16 000 from the Kimberley Land Council's
grant for this inquiry.

Mr Isaacs put in exceptionally detailed
statements. At no time have I suggested that he
misappropriated funds. It is quite clear that he
has not nuisappropriated funds. Not only have I
not made such a suggestion, but also nobody
else in the Opposition has made that assump-
tion either. I have phoned Mr Isaacs and
explained to him that that is the case. To the
best of my understanding, from what he said to
me, he accepted that that was a proper expla-
nation of the situation.

Hon. Tom Stephens: Are you going to apolo-
gise to Mr Cameron, deceased?

Hon. N_ F. MOORE: Which Mr Cameron?

R-on. Tom Stephens: The other one you have
been slandering.
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Hon. N. F. MOORE: There are two Mr
Camerons. There is a Mr Ledharn Cameron
senior and a Mr Ledharn Cameron junior. Mr
Ledham Cameron senior, I add for the benefit
of the member-

Hon. Tom Stephens: He stood for North
Province for the Liberal Party, but that has not
stopped you from slandering him.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: That is exactly right. I
was about to say that he stood for the Liberal
Party. I am not talking about him. L am talking
about Mr Ledham Cameron junior, whom I
have seen on a number of occasions in my
electorate. I have not slandered him either.

The Press has had access also to those docu-
ments. I have sat down with several members
of the Press and gone through the documents.
In so doing, we have noticed things about
which the comment could be made that some-
thing was interesting or unusual. For the edifi-
cation Of Mr Stephens, I will go through what
Mr Ledham Cameron received so that he can
draw his own conclusions as to whether what
he received was fair and reasonable. A Select
Committee could also draw its own con-
clusions.

Hon. Robert Hetherington: You are
prejudging.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: ITam not prejudging Mr
Cameron. That is why I want a Select Com-
mittee to prove the truth or otherwise of what I
am suggesting. If members of the Government
do not want a Select Committee, I suggest that
they have something to hide. The Select Com-
mittee will be able to say whether Mr Cameron
spent the money properly.

Hon. Robert Hetherington: I do not know
anything about it. I am just making a sugges-
tion.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: Perhaps Mr
Hetherington should find out something about
it before casting aspersions on me.

I turn now to an interesting statement from
the Bombers Softball Club which received, in
total-

Hon. J. Mv. Brown: There you go, denigrating
them again.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: I am not denigrating
them. In fact, I understand that the Bombers
Softball Club is very angry that its name has
been mentioned in this whole sorry episode
because, according to the information I have, it
has been utilised by a person who could per-
haps be described as unscrupulous. The club
was allocated $1IC 409.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Mr Moore, could this
person in your view now be called unscrupu-
lous?

Hon. N. F. MOORE: Not yet, no. I said the
person could perhaps be described as un-
scrupulous and may well be proved to be un-
scrupulous.

Hon. Peter Dowding: So you will just throw a
bit of mud and then have the investigation
after the event? Is that what you are suggesting?

The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon. N. F. MOORE: Is the Minister telling

me that he believes all these documents are
totally and absolutely correct?

Hon. Peter Dowding: I asked you a question.
Hon. N. F. MOORE: I am asking Mr

Dowding a question, as I asked the Minister
with special responsibility for Aboriginal Af-
fairs, Mr Wilson. Is the Minister prepared to
say that there is nothing wrong with these ac-
counts, that they are ridgy-didge and strictly
correct?

Is the Minister prepared to say that? He
asked me questions and I asked him a question.
Is he prepared to say?

Several members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order! At 4.00 p.m.

members will have the chance to ask questions.
In the meantime they are out of order if they
interject in this way.I

Hon. N. F. MOORE: The Minister refuses to
break the Standing Orders by interjecting to
say he believes all these documents are correct
and that there is no possibility in the whole
wide world that these people have
misappropriated funds. His silence indicates
that perhaps he thinks there are some grounds.

Several members interjected.
Hon. N. F. MOORE: He could always

answer.
Hon. Peter Dowding: Are you going to

answer the question?
The PRESIDENT: Order
Hon. N. F. MOORE: I do not believe it is

correct.
Hon. Tom Stephens: That was not the ques-

tion.
Hon. N. F. MOORE: Mr Wally McGuire is

the person who received the funds on behalf of
the Bombers Softball Club. Mr McGuire spent
$3 140 on salaries; $2 600 for fuel and main-
tenance of vehicles; $400 for food, drink, and
accommodation; $400 for equipment pur-
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chased; and $269 for phone calls. That was the
first submission. The second one included
$1 400 for salaries; $900 for fuel; S640 for car
maintenance; $86 for food and drink; $162 for
equipment purchased; $295 for stationery; and
$114 for miscellaneous expenses which are not
itemised. I think the total comes to $ 10 400.

I am advised by people who have done some
research into this matter that the Bombers
Softball Club is located in Northam. They were
told by Mr McGuire that if they assisted him in
his submission to the land inquiry they may get
some land which they could turn into a softball
field. All they had to do was to sign on the
dotted line and he would see that their sub-
mission went to the Seaman inquiry which
would assist them to obtain reserved land to
use for a softball club-

The people involved in the Bombers Softball
Club are distressed, because that is the last they
saw of any indication they might get any
money or land for the softball club. They are
very angry that their name has been broughit
forward in this way and that Mr McGuire
sought to use their name to head his sub-
mission.

I guess people may do this, but if somebody
finds the time to check this out in detail he will
find an interesting story, and Mr McGuire may
well have carried out activities which are not
acceptable.

The next example I want to refer to is the one
I was relating when Mr Stephens interrupted
me a moment ago, and that is the
Gascoyne-Murchison Land Council. I am the
member for Lower North Province, which in-
cludes the Gascoyne and 4he Murchison. When
the Seaman inquiry was set up, I do not recall
an organisation called the Gascoyne-
Murchison Land Council. There may well have
been one, but it was kept very quiet, It was not
something I was aware of.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Perhaps that is a reflec-
tion on you rather than them.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: That is not right. It
may be discovered that this organisation was
incorporated about the time of the Seaman in-
quiry. I have not had time to check on that, but
it is something a Select Commititee could do.

One should look at the submissions put
forward under the name of the
Gascoyne-Murchison Land Council. These are
very interesting and raise very serious ques-
tions, not just because of the lack of' detail

provided but because of the large amounts of
money involved. It is important to go through
these submissions.

The first is dated April 1984, and it was for
$5 000 under the name of Mr L. Cameron. Of
that, $ 3 000 went for salaries and $2 000 for
fares. That accounts for the $5 000. It does not
say who received the salaries-whether it all
went to Mr Cameron or whether half a dozen
others were employed. Some of the other sub-
missions have said employees were paid $300 a
week to account for the salaries. There is no
explanation here whatsoever

Another is under the heading of Wajeri,
which is in Mullewa. I shall not refer to that,
because while it is part of the
Gascoyne-Murchison Land Council sub-
mission, it is not pant of the money allocated to
L. Cameron.

The second claim Mr Cameron put in under
the Gascoyrie-Murchison Land Council sub-
mission was in May I 984 for another $8 000.
Of this $5 000 went in salaries and $3 000 in
fares. These are the same two items, salaries
and fares.

In May 1984 there was another $2 500, of
which $500 went to Carnarvon. Geraldton, and
Northampton meetings. There were two lots of
$500. Mt Magnet, Cue and Meekatharra
accounted for $ 1 000. Yalgoo and Wiluna
accounted for another $500. Those were clearly
meeting expenses in those places-$2 500 in
total.

In June 1984, the next month, another
$1 000 was allocated; $800 went on salaries
and $200 on fares, making up the total of
$1 000.

In July 1984, $500 is shown, of which $500
went in salaries.

Now we have an interesting situation where
we have another figure for July 1984. The first
was for $500 and the second for $12 473.3 5.
Some was spent under the heading of salaries.
The name L. Cameron is typed in with $4 400.
Then there is M. Robinson, $3 500, and
fares- 12 059 kilometres at 25c per kilo-
metre-$3 014.75. Living away from home al-
lowance, L. Cameron and M. Robinson, comes
to $2 150 andi$l 800.

The total expenditure on the second sub-
mission for July 1984 comes to $14 864.75.

1 mention at this point that the M. Robinson
referred to is not, to the best of my knowledge,
the Mike Robinson who is the registrar of Ab-
original sites at the Museum.
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Hon. Peter Dowding: That is what you
suggested.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: I never said that, ex-
cept that I wondered whether it was he. I have
not wondered publicly at all.

Hon. Peter Dowding: You are quite happy to
throw the dirt.

Several members interjected.
Hon. N. F. MOORE: I am saying publicly it

is not.
Several members interjected.
Hon. N. F. MOORE: Anybody who has

reached that conclusion that it is the same per-
son as the Mike Robinson who had the fight
with Mr Seaman and withdrew from the in-
quiry-

Hon. Robert Hetherington: It is not he.
Several members interjected.
Hon. N. F. MOORE: It is not the M.

Robinson referred to in this document. The M.
Robinson referred to here is somebody I do not
know.

Hon. Peter Dowding: It is a pity you did not
ascertain that before spreading the rumour.

Several members interjected.
Hon. N. F. MOORE: Is the Minister going to

tell us that that is an acceptable expense?
Hon. Peter Dowding: I am going to tell you

that you started that disgraceful rumour.
Hon. N. F. MOORE: Is the Minister going to

tell us that $4 400 per month is an acceptable
salary, bearing in mind that same person
received $500 the same month? When I go to
the third submission for July there is another
$2 000 for salary, which makes a total for the
month of July of $6 400. With the other $500
that makes $6 900 being paid to one person for
a month.

Will the Minister tell me that is acceptable? I
would not mind receiving a salary of $6 900 a
month, but I do not think I am worth that
much, and I am Sure Mr Cameron is not worth
16 900 a month.

Mr Bridge may argue differently because he
gave him the money without any requirement
in writing as to how he was to spend it. This is
the scandal of it. This backbench member of
the Government, Mr Bridge, was given an open
cheque to hand out money, which he did, to
anyone who asked for it without their having to
make any submission in writing or give a
budget as to how they might spend the money
and without having to provide any receipts.

[Resolved: That business be continued.J
Hon. N. F. MOORE: The fourth submission

by Mr Cameron for July 1984 allocated $540
for food and drink; $1 400 for fares; and $720
for sitting fees; making a total of $2 660 for
that submission.

The Gascoyne-Murchison Land Council
received in total $35 333.35. The only infor-
mation that has been provided as to how that
money was spent is listed under the headings of
salary, air fares, food and drink and sitting fees,
as well as a living away from home allowance
on one document. To the best of my knowl-
edge, that land council did not make a written
submission to the inquiry. It may well have
made verbal submissions, but there is no evi-
dence of a written submission. If Mr Cameron
can explain to a Select Committee that those
salaries were spent on, for example, three, 10,
or 100 people, and what could be considered to
be a reasonable weekly salary, naturally, I
would be quite happy.

Mr Bridge and Mr Burke are expecting the
Parliament of Western Australia to accept
these accounts as being proper and accounts
about which we can make a judgment that
there is nothing wrong. That is not the case.

I now refer to Balangarri, with which Mr
Stephens would be familiar because it is in his
electorate. This is one of the groups listed by
the Auditor General as not having put in its
total statement of expenditure. According to
the Auditor General the Balangarri Resource
Centre was Provided with $8 535, of which it
spent $3 558.11. What is not acquitted is
$4 976.89. The Auditor General has brought
this to the notice of the Parliament, not I. Is Mr
Dowding going to suggest that I have been un-
duly critical of Balangarri? The Auditor Gen-
eral has said it has not acquitted all the funds it
received. The Minister might be able to tell me,
when he responds, where that $4 000 is-or
maybe Mr Stephens knows where it is.

The last submission I want to mention-I
have been picking the ones that seem to stand
out although I have not been through them all
in great detail yet-is the last one which comes
under the heading of the National Aboriginal
Conference, Perth. There is a letter-which is
the only documentation in these papers tabled
in this House-addressed to the Chairman of
the National Aboriginal Conference, 109 James
Street, Perth, for the attention of Mr. R. Riley.
The letter is written on the letterhead of the
Aboriginal Legal Service of Western Australia
(Inc.). The letter begins-
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Dear Sir,- That letter was sent presumably by the Abor-
The "Sir" refers to Mr Robert Riley, a iginal Legal Service (Inc.) to Mr Robert Riley,
well-known Aboriginal activist who now lives as chairman of the National Aboriginal Confer-
in the Northern Territory. It continues- ence, Perth. It contained a cheque for

$1 620.65. 1 do not know whether Mr Riley
Attached is a cheque for $1620.65 being received that cheque. There is no evidence to

unexpended balance of Land Enquiry show whether he did. The Auditor General, in
Funds, made up as follows- his statement, said that there is an outstanding

Total funds received $17,758.50 account uinder the name of the National Abor-
Lessexpnditre-iginal Conference, Perth, of $1 620.65. That is

Lessol expenditre-.. the very same figure as on the cheque sent by
Payrll L. Lttl...the Aboriginal Legal Service to Mr Robert

L. Little's name came up before. He may well Riley at the time he was the Chairman of the
have been the person who was the recipient Of National Aboriginal Conference. I wonder
funds in another submission which I referred to whether Mr Riley received the cheque or
earlier and said that it was difficult to work out whether he still has it. it may have gone astray.
what it was because there was no name at the It is incumbent on him to indicate where those
top. funds have gone because there is a doubt about

Hon. J. M. Brown: It does not have to be that whether Mr Riley has that money. This is the
other L. Little. letter which was tabled by the Government in

Hon.N. F MORE: Selct ommiteethis House which indicates that Mr Riley had

will tell us whether it is the same person. The fe ofn thequ umisos thave gmoun. Thoug and
second name under "Payroll" is W. McGuire, lowo e at. sin Ihv oe hog n
who is stated as having received funds through loe t
the Bombers Softball Club. It may not be the I suggest to all members, if they have a spare
same Wally McGuire. I make that point quite five minutes, to go to the Parliamentary Li-
clear. A Select Committee will prove it one brary or get hold of the tabled papers in the
way or the other. If it was the same person, he House and look at how the money has been
has received funds from two sources. spent. I think members will find, upon a fairly

The third name I refer to is J. Morrison. The detailed analysis of the papers, that a consider-
total amount expended on salaries was able amount of money has been spent on
$12 152.60. If that sum is divided by three, it salaries, which may or may not be acceptable
works out at about $4 000 each for those or reasonable. A considerable amount has been
people. We do not know to what period this spent on meeting expenses and food and drink
applies because there is no indication as to that may or may not be reasonable, and there
what period is involved. The deposits to the are purchases of equipment for relatively Sig-
bank account of L. Little were $3 642.42. it nificant amounts of money-thousands of dol-
may be the same L. Little; it may not be! There tars in some cases, where there is no indication
is an L. Little who has received salaries and a as to what the equipment is.
deposit to his bank account. The salary is a Ho.JM.BwnIsteeayhgfrtl-
third of $12 000 and the deposit to his bank phon bills rwnsthr ayhngfr ee
account is $3642.42. L. Little is referred to poebls
again, as follows- Hon. N. F. MOORE: There is not very much.

..L. Little, Repay opening deposit One of these days I will add it up and send the
into bank a/c 5.00 member a copy.
Argus Office Supplies (Stationery) 33.49
Aboriginal Legal Service- Hon. J. M. Brown: It could have been
Provision: W. C. Insurance 1 76.34 overlooked.
Provision: Postage & Stat. 100.00 Hn .F OR:Pras
Provision: Repair Sony Dictating Hn .F OR:Pras

Unit 5.00 There is $1 1 000 for (he Kimberley Land
The total expenditure is $16 164.85 which left Council to buy a motor vehicle, something
a balance unexpended of $1 593.65 and in ad- about which I have been asking questions in
dition, a repayment to J. Morrison, unused ex- this House for a year and nine months. No-one
penses $27, leaving a balance of $1 620.65. it is will tell me where the motor vehicle is. Who
signed by D. Riley for N. G. Crump, office has it now? In whose name is it registered? Has
manager. it been sold and the money kept? Was the ye-
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hidle sold and the money reimbursed? There is
no evidence to indicate that it was reimbursed.
Where is all the equipment that was purchased?

Where are the four Aboriginal land rights
flags that the Pilbara Land Council purchased,
purchases which 1, as a taxpayer, am rather
annoyed about having to contribute towards?
This country has one flag and the sooner we
accept that the better.

I have also spent some of my time over the
last few days going through the list of the
names of the groups which received money,
and I have tried to ascertain whether they
lodged submissions to the inquiry. I have gone
down through the first 30 of the 49, down to
Emu Springs. These are in the order as listed in
the document cabled by the Minister, which is
not the same order in the Auditor General's
statement.

Of those 30, 13 did not lodge a written sub-
mission. That is a fairly significant number,
nearly half. Some of them made oral sub-
missions at meetings, but it is very difficult to
determine whether that was the case because
often the funds were granted to people under
the name of the organisation to which they
belonged, yet they gave evidence verbally as an
individual and the evidence was recorded in
their name-they gave verbal evidence to the
Seaman inquiry, and not under the name of the
organisation which received the funds. Perhaps
all of those 30 made a verbal submission; I
cannot prove one way or the other whether
they did or not. I can prove how many made
written submissions.

It seems to me that when organisations get
huge sums of money-I say "huge" in a rela-
tive sense-to assist them to make submissions
to the Seaman inquiry, they would in fact make
submissions, and that in cases where lots of
money is involved it would be a written sub-
mission rather than an oral submission. That is
an assumption I make.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Why?
Hon. N. F. MOORE: I do not know why; it is

one of the assumptions I make and I guess most
people would make the same assumption.

Hon. Peter Dowding: I certainly wouldn't.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: The Minister may be
able to explain.

Hon. Peter Dowding: I wouldn't expect it at
all.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: The Minister would
not.

Hon. Peter Dowding: I would expect "a"
submission; not "written", not "oral". If I got
it I would be satisfied.

Hon. N. F MOORE: The Minister is satis-
fled very easily about expenditure of taxpayers'
money. He does not mind being part of a
Government that raises the money. He does
not mind how much the Government takes
from the taxpayers' pockets.

Hon. 0. E. Masters: No accountability.
Hon. N. F. MOORE: The word is not in their

vocabulary. Is Mrs Hallahan suggesting that
there is any evidence of accountability in those
documents? Does she find them acceptable?
Does Mr Edwards want to look at the docu-
ments and tell me there has been account-
ability?

Hon. Tomn Stephens: What about that
$90 000 you lot gave to that crowd from
Art/oak magazine?

Hon. N. F. MOORE: If lion. Tom Stephens
believed the previous Government misappro-
priated funds, it was certainly within his com-
petence to call for an inquiry.

Hon. Peter Dowding: What, with you having
a majority in the upper House?

Hon. N. F. MOORE: The member could
have gone along-

I-on. Tom Stephens: You mob let us have a
Select Committee when we were in Oppo-
sition? You twerp.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I ask Hon. Tom
Stephens to stop his yelling in such an unruly
manner. He is out of order. I ask Hon. Norman
Moore to stick to the motion he has moved.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: In view of my relatively
detailed analysis of these documents-I say
relatively detailed in view of the time factor-I
believe there are gounds for a Select Com-
mittee of inquiry to be established to investi-
gate whether any of the funds that were
allocated by Mr Bridge and his committee were
misappropriated.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4. 00 p. m.

[Questions. taken.J
Hon. N. F. MOORE: I will make one or two

final comments. The question which has been
answered today is rather illuminating. Ques-
tion 423 reads as follows-

Was a ceiling placed on the total amount
of money which could be made available
by the Aboriginal Liaison Committee
chaired by Mr Ernie Bridge MLA?
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The Minister replied-

An initial allocation was granted in the
1983-84 Estimates to commence the oper-
ation of the Aboriginal Liaison Com-
mittee. Additional funds were made avail-
able by the Treasurer and allocated to the
Aboriginal Liaison Committee in accord-
ance with the proper budgeting process.

I got out the Estimates for 1983-84 and on page
176, under the heading Aboriginal Affairs Plan-
ning Authority, I discovered that a mere
$80 000 was allocated. According to the Minis-
ter, in accordance with the proper budgeting
process, another $400 000 or $370 000 was
made available. I wonder how Mr Bridge was
able to get more and more money. A sum of
$80 000 was originally budgeted, but he got a
total of $450 000. Did he simply approach the
Treasurer and say, "I want some more money,
Mr Treasurer", in the same way as people ap-
proached Mr Bridge and said, "Mr Bridge, we
want some more money"? How often did this
happen? My advice was he wanted to get an
extra $ 100 000 but clearly this is actually part
of the additional amount sought.

That adds to all the questions that need to be
answered in this whole sorry mess. It is my
view that a Select Committee of this House,
with the powers that a Select Committee has to
call for papers and persons to give evidence on
oath before the committee, will be the only way
in which we can find out whether the funds
have been spent correctly.

Regardless of what might come out of the
Select Committee, the one thing that remains
foremost in my mind, and should be foremost
in everybody's mind, is that this Government
headed by the Premier, Brian Burke, who said
in the WA. Government Notes on 25 July
1984-that wonderful publication in which Mr
Dowding had all his school awards printed on
one occasion-

Hon. Peter Dowding: Did I?

Hon. N. F MOORE: Yes. I asked if every
other member could have the same privilege.
Those WA. Government Notes, which contain
matters of importance, under the heading
"Premier defines economic context for respon-
sible Government action", said-

Any Government which takes its
responsibilities seriously . .. will acknowl-
edge the critical importance of the careful
and efficient use by the government of tax-
payers' funds.

Is that not the most extraordinary remark
members have ever heard when for the last
hour we have had a whole litany of poor ac-
countability by the Government which gave
money to one of its backbenchers to distribute
as he saw fit, and required no accountability
with respect to those funds? This is the
Government that says any Government which
takes its responsibilities seriously will acknowl-
edge the critical importance of the careful and
efficient use by the Government of taxpayers'
funds. This is the Government and this is the
Premier who allocated $80 000 for this com-
mittee and another $400 000 for the inquiry.
Eventually a sum of $450 000 was spent, and
the money was made available by the Premier
as Treasurer-the same person who spoke the
words I have just quoted. Yet the Government
can sit back and say that everything is okay.
Everything is not okay; this document is not
okay.

Hon. Mark Nevill interjected.
H-on. N. F. MOORE: Mr Nevill should make

his own speech. He has an opportunity like
everybody else to stand and make a speech. I
am looking forward to his speech and to his
saying that he approves of the way the Govern-
ment has conducted this inquiry and that he
believes the Government has been accountable
and gone through all the channels one would
expect in order to account for the expenditure
of Government funds. Mr Nevill cannot say
that, and he will not say it because the docu-
ments demonstrate quite clearly that what the
Government did was designed to win it some
votes at the time and to try to ingratiate itself
with the Aboriginal people of Western
Australia by enabling them to go to the meet-
ings. The Government enabled Mr Bridge to
make the funds available willy-n illy and now it
has been called to account for the funds and it
cannot do so.

I will be interested to see whether the
Government opposes this motion. I hope that
in the event it is passed, and bearing in mind a
date has been set for reporting, that the
Government does not do something stupid like
proroguing Parliament to prevent the com-
mittee from operating because it would indi-
cate that the Government is frightened of what
the committee might find out. I hope the
Government will give the committee time-
and we are not asking for much time-to go
through the documents and find out whether
there has been any misappropriation of funds,
and that the committee will be able to make
some comments about the Government's atti-
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tude towards accountability. The motion is one
the House should support, and I look forward
with great interest to seeing whether the
Government is prepared to support an inquiry
into this matter.

Amendment to Motion

HON. PETER DOWDING (North-Minis-
ter for Employment and Training) [4.17 p.m.]:
This motion raises a number of issues far be-
yond those debated by Hon. Norman Moore. I
indicate that if the Opposition is going to use
its numbers to insist on this motion-and I will
be arguing that it is an inappropriate use of its
numbers to do so-it should demonstrate its
bona fides by accepting an amendment. I move
an amendment-

Line 1-to delete the numeral "3Y and
substitute the numeral "4".

This will give the Opposition an opportunity to
see whether it intends to use it numbers in this
House in a responsible or in an irresponsible.
way-whether it intends to set up a committee
which has equal representation from both sides
of the House. That will be an interesting chal-
lenge to test the bona fides of the Opposition. It
has to be said, and it was said so graphically in
the Daily News of the day before yesterday, that
the nature of (he Opposition's actions is an
utterly irresponsible use of its numbers in this
House.

H-on. V. J. Ferry: Finding out the truth?

Hon. PETER DOWDING: No, using it in a
way in which it was never used when the Lib-
eral Party was in Government. The Opposition
never used its numbers to ensure account-
ability, even assuming that that were necessary.
Instead the Opposition now relies on a gross
electoral malapportionment in order to sustain
its will in this House-not the will of the,
people, but simply the will of the Opposition.
That is the view of individuals, some of whom,
as the cartoon in the Daily News so graphically
portrayed, had only 2 500 people supporting
them in the last election.

Several members interjected.

Hon. PETER DOWDING: The aspect which
so concerns me that Hon. N. F. Moore has used
this device, has gone through a set of docu-
ments and has made over the last few days a
number of assertions in the Press which, when
he was proved wrong, he simply explained
away as, "Well, I never actually said I was sure.
I just thought it might be the case."

A classic example of this is the allegation he
made about a certain Mr M. Robinson as
someone who was known to Hon. N. F. Moore
in another capacity. The honourable member
was quite happy to float that story around, yet
he conceded that he did not know whether it
was true or false. Indeed, he now concedes that
it is incorrect, but it was a nice piece of innu-
endo and smear-

Several members interjected.
Hon. PETER DOWDING: That is exactly

what Hon. Norman Moore has used this mo-
tion to do. Let me just remind the House what
this inquiry and this committee were charged
to do.

In the first place let me say that Aboriginal
groups and organisations were asked to partici-
pate in the processes of an inquiry into Aborigi-
nal land rights. That involved an initial inquiry
by Paul Seaman, QC. The issue on a discussion
paper, the subsequent dissemination of the ma-
terial contained in the discussion paper and the
discussions about it, the subsequent prep-
aration of a formal submission in the latter
stage of the inquiry, the actual conducting of
those formal submissions, the dissemination of
the report of the Seaman inquiry and of the
policy statement of the Government, the sub-
sequent negotiations and discussions and de-
bates, and the dissemination of the Bill and its
preparation for Parliament ended up in April
of this year with its defeat in this House.

That is the course of action to which this
funding relates, not simply the preparation of a
submission or a piece of paper to take to a
particular Government inquiry. Perhaps the
most distressing aspect of all of Mr Moore's
comments is that he, as a member for a remote
area with a significant Aboriginal community,
should be so ignorant and should be so easily
prepared to ignore the purposes for which this
funding was set up.

I suggest that the member-and I know that
his party decided that it would not assist in the
process of deciding whether there ought to be a
particular type of title for Aboriginal communi-
ties and individuals-obviously has not paid
attention to what was in the Seaman inquiry
report itself. I quote paragraph 1.21 of the Sea-
man inquiry report-

1.21 The large Aboriginal participation
in the Inquiry depended centrally upon
work done by Aboriginal people in each of
the regions of the State shown on Map 2 at
page 4. These arrangements were not in
my hands. There were large meetings of
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Aboriginal leaders in each of the regions.
They involved Aboriginal consultative
committee members, National Aboriginal
Conference State members, and Mr M. V.
Robinson and Ms S. Toussaint, anthropol-
ogists then attached to this Inquiry. Those
regional groups co-operated with the in-
quiry in ensuring that Aboriginal com-munities. throughout the State were
consulted about the issues, and afforded
the opportunity of participating in
hearings. The Aboriginal hearings pro-
gramme was successful. It would not have
been possible without the work of those
people and without the funding from your
Government which Mr Bridge ad-
ministered.

Mr Paul Seaman was of the view that the work
could not have been done without this funding.
He was the person who came into contact for
the entire period of the report with the work
that was being conducted with the funding
from the Government and administered by this
committee.

This shows that, firstly, there is not this
suggested pall of scandal hanging over the pro-
cedures. There was a huge task to be done in a
huge State, which was approached in a way in
which it had certainly never been approached
before in the history of Western Australia. It
dealt with an issue which was then of great
importance and significance to the relevant
communities; a great deal of historical signifi -cance and many even greater logistical diffi-
culties were involved.

Several members interjected.
Hon. PETER DOWDING: That is the extra-

ordinary thing. I must say that in the last week,
1 have met some people from Mr Moore's elec-
torate who have told me that he would not
understand the logistic difficulties because
although he was a teacher at the Laverton
School, he never goes back to his electorate,
and even now the Government of the day pays
him $24 000 a year more than his salary in
order to help with the logistical problems for
his numerically tiny electoral activities.

Several members interjected.
Hon. PETER DOWDING: He does not

understand the logistical problems that exist
within his own community.

The PRESIDENT: I will just ask honourable
members to stop their interjecting and remind
the Minister of the amendment he is actually
discussing. It is an amendment that he moved.
I am sure he does not need me to remind him

of the amendment that he moved. However, I
will: The question is "That the words proposed
to be deleted be deleted". The Minister moved
that amendment and it is the one to which he is
speaking.

Hon. PETER DOWDING: Yes, I am speak-
ing to that amendment.

The PRESIDENT: I am suggesting that the
Minister is getting away from it when he talks
about somebody's electoral allowance.

Hon. PETER DOWDING: Mr President, I
am sure you will understand, as I understand,
that involved in this amendment is a critical
issue about 'the purposes for which the com-
mittee ought to be set up and the number of
people who ought to be on that committee,
With respect to the House, that must relate the
issue to the subject of the committee's
proposed terms of reference. That is why I
moved the amendment.

I wish to take the House through a document
which Hon. Norman Moore simply ignored
and it is a document from the Panaka com-
munity which set out what it was that it had to
do in order to part icipate in this inquiry. I
would like to read this letter because I think it
illustrates all of the logistical problems that
Hon. N. F. Moore has so conveniently ignored.
It reads as follows-

The meeting at Well 33 was a great suc-
cess. Twelve communities, 1 50 adults and
40 children. The Western Desert Land
Council was formed with all communities
deciding to go as one and share the owner-
ship of desert land-

Points of Order
Hon. V. J1. FERRY: With due respect, the

Minister is not addressing the amendment be-
fore the Chair.

The PRESIDENT: I am watching that and
the honourable member is reminded that the
amendment is, "That the words proposed to be
deleted be deleted". I took it that the Minister
understood that and indeed I took it also that,
after I had drawn it to his attention, he was
relating what he was saying to the fact that he
felt that the membership proposed ought to be
increased for whatever reasons he was giving.

Hon. PETER DOWDING. May I also seek
your guidance whether this would be a con-
venient time for me to address my remarks to
the main motion hefore the Chair?

The PRESIDENT: It is not. The member
rose to speak on the main motion and
indicated that he wanted to move an amend-
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ment. I asked the member whether he wanted
to move the amendment then or later and he
said that he wanted to move it then. That was
his decision. Having moved it, I then put the
new question that the words proposed to be
deleted be deleted.

I understand the predicament of the Minis-
ter. That is why I am being fairly tolerant of
what he is doing. I put the words into his
mouth that he is relating what he is saying to
the fact that he thinks the size of the committee
ought to be increased. The Minister may pro-
ceed.

Debate (on amendment to motion) Resumed

Hon. PETER DOWDING: The letter con-
tinues-

Mr Seaman commented on the pre-
paredness of the people and felt that it was
an excellent meeting. I feel that it was an
historic meeting in that it must be so long
since all the desert people have got
together. Our community was delighted
that so many turned up far more than we
had anticipated seven aircraft flew in and
23 vehicles, as a result we had to make an
urgent trip to Pt. Hedland for more food
and fuel. Our account ended up thus-

Mobil Fuel Depot P1. Hedlland Petrol
Diesel Avgas

BP Fuel Depot Pt. Hedland Avgas
Dixons of Pt. Hedland Food for 200
Extra Food from Cost Plus
Contribution to Organising Expenses

Phone .... Transp.
Total
Received
Deficit

$

2 389.09
424.50

7 168.00
608.00

I 500.00
13089.59
8 000.00
5089.59

This community is not a large one and we
cannot carry a sum of over $5 000 from
our pension cheques. We were glad to play
host to many communities for what every-
body who took part felt was a landmark for
those who wish to return to the desert. We
ask that you grant us a further $5 000 to
cover the meeting expenses. Communities
that took pant
Panaka
Well 33
J igalong
Balgo
Kintore

Kiwi Kurra

Jupiter Well
Christmas Creek
Looma
Wiluna
Derby
La. Grange
Noonkanbah

Land councils that were present

Kimberley
Murchison Gascoyne
N.T. Land Council N.T.
Central Land Council S.A.
A great many people gained a lot of hope
from our success at re-establishing our-
selves back in the desert. Many who had
not thought it possible are now looking to
us to assist them to do the same. The
$5 000 debt will put us back a long way.
We hope that your committee can assist
us. I have been requested by the meeting to
ask for your full support for the Western
Desert Land Council.
J. Harold.

That letter indicates the sont of logistical Prob-
lems which were experienced by the com-
munity at the relevant time in holding just one
meeting. If Hon. Norman Moore understood
the logistics of his electorate, he would know
that that electorate covers an area larger than
England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern
Treland together, and it requires people to
travel for hundreds of hours to get to the cen-
tral point. If that is not understood by people
who live in the city, it may be thought that sort
of food requirement is excessive.

Point of Order
H-on. A. A. LEWIS: The amount of food

eaten at Well 33 has very little to do with the
numbers on the committee. As I see it, Sir, we
should get rid of the amendment and then the
Minister could speak to the motion as
amended.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon. John
Wi lliams): I appreciate the point of order, but
this is a complex situation. I am prepared to
allow the Minister to proceed.

Debate (on amendment to motion) Resumed
Hon. PETER DOWDING: It is also worth

informing the House that the position of Well
33 is more remote than the position of the
community and the Arika community is about
17 hours' drive from Port Hedland. That is the
sont of logistical Problem that is referred to in
that letter. Unless that is understood and unless
the committee intends to do -what Hon.
Norman Moore clearly wants to do-that is,
engage in a witch-hunt without substantial evi-
dence to justify-

Hon. N. F. Moore: That is not true.
Hon. PETER DOWDING: Of course it is.

Mr Moore has made a clear innuendo that this
is an outrageous use of taxpayers' money. It
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was indicative of the sort of attitude that has
been expressed by the Opposition benches
when he and the Leader of the Opposition,
I-on. Gordon Masters, laughed about what sort
of a party it must have been. Frankly, that is a
despicable attitude to take when this sort of
information is known or ought to be known by
the member making those comments. That is
why, if there is to be a committee at all, the
committee ought to be made up in that way.

The guidelines under which the original com-
mittee was set up to disburse the funds were
laid down to facilitate the Seaman inquiry. It
was a difficult job to follow the guidelines when
there were applications from Aboriginal indi-
viduals, communities, and groups, I think
totalling something like $2 million overall at
the end of which less than $500 000 was
granted.

we are seeing the use of the Liberal Party
majority in this place to raise the spectre of a
major misuse of funds and a motion along
those lines being put to this House by people
who know or who ought to know more about
the logistical problems of the work, yet who
chose to ignore it. I am told-there is absol-
utely no reason to doubt it-that Hon. Norman
Moore is completely incorrect in suggesting
that there is any requirement of the Audit Act
that has not been complied with. Of course the
Auditor General fulfilled his role, which was to
audit the documents of the relevant statutory
authority; that is the Auditor General's role.
What is interesting is that Hon. Norman Moore
completely ignored the way in which the
Government disburses varying sums of money
to various interest groups.

Let us consider the miscellaneous allocations
fund, which is a fund of the Government of the
day. Mr Masters knows all about how the funds
are allocated to various community groups
with no special purposes being attached to the
miscellaneous funds, and various purposes can
be attached to the groups. My information is
that no Governments, Labor or Liberal, have
required auditing of those funds. Indeed, itis
the practice to require a statement of expenses
and, at times, if there is a query, some under-
standing of how the money was spent might be
sought in more detail.

That is the sort of point which is completely
ignored in this debate. There is a suggestion
that somehow or other the standard rules of the
Government have been departed from. That is
not the case and it is the common practice of
Governments of all political persuasions, in or-
der to-

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon. John
Williams): Order! I wish to tell the Minister
that I am trying to help him on this occasion
and I will warn him of a trap he could well fall
into. If the Minister confines his remarks
strictly to the amendment to the motion, he
will be entitled to speak to the motion. How-
ever, if in speaking to the amendment he
covers the subject of the amendment as well as
the motion, he will be unable to speak to the
motion. I am giving the Minister this infor-
mation.

Point of Order
Hon. PETER DOWDING: Mr Deputy Presi-

dent, you know that I have relied on advice on
this subject and I seek your guidance. If I con-
Fine my remarks to the number of members on
the committee, could I have you guidance
that my right to speak on the principal motion
is reserved?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Exactly.

Debate (on amendment to motion) Resumed
Hon. PETER DOWDING: In relation to the

use of Committees in this House, my Govern-
ment has already made comment. It is a most
unprincipled use of the electoral malap-
portionment for the Opposition to utilise its
numbers to create committees that are biased
in its favour. It is a quite inappropriate use of
that electoral malapportionment.

I make the point that if the Opposition is to
continue to baulk at ensuring there is some
electoral justice in Western Australia, it must
accept the responsibility of ensuring that it uses
its majority in a way which is just and fair
according to the principles of democracy.

We all know that none of the principles
espoused by the Opposition on electoral reform
would be regarded as acceptable in the cradles
of democracy-in the United Kingdom and the
United States. The fact is that unless there is to
be an appropriate number on the committee,
there would be absolutely no question that the
Opposition was misusing its powers in this
House.

HON. N. F. MOORE, (Lower North) [4.43
p~m.J: I oppose the amendment which is to
increase the number on the Committee from
three to four members.

What I have to say I will say in simple terms
because I want members to understand the his-
tory of this matter. The Government has con-
sistently and wilfully refused to make
information available to this I-ouse and it has

4880



[Thursday, 21 November 1985) 88

done so quite deliberately for reasons which are
now quite obvious to everybody. The infor-
mation was not provided until the House actu-
ally ordered its production. There is no ques-
tion that the Government's attitude towards
this matter is that it would rather it be buried
somewhere and never see the light of day again.
The Government would have preferred that the
documents not be tabled and that the issue not
be made public. That is what the Government
sought to do from the beginning; that is, from
19 October 1983 to the present lime. It sought
to bury this matter in a great big hole in order
that no-one ever knew anything about it.

If the number of members on the Select
Committee is increased from three to four the
committee will consist of two Liberal members
and two Labor members. I refer members to
Standing Order No. 348 which reads as fol-
lows-

The Chairman shall have a deliberative
vote only. When the votes are equal, the
question shall pass in the negative.

Several members interjected.
Hon. N. F. MOORE: The Government,

which has demonstrated quite clearly that it
does not want any aspect of this matter made
public, could make sure that the Select Com-
mittee never reported by having both its mem-
bers voting in the same way if the membership
of the committee is increased to four. For
example, if I were on that committee and
moved a motion and if the two members fromt
the Labor Party opposed it, the motion would
be resolved in the negative.

Several members interjected.
Hon. N. F. MOORE: This is a different ball

game. Hon. Tom Stephens was not happy when
he was on the Aboriginal poverty inquiry.

Hon. Tom Stephens: The only thing I was
unhappy about was being with you.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon. John
Williams): Order! People in this chair are try-
ing to be tolerant today, but the repartee across
the House is very trying. interjections will
cease.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: The point I am trying
to make is that this inquiry is different from
the Aboriginal poverty inquiry. This inquiry
involves high politics because it is a matter
which the Government sought consistently for
two years to bury and not to make public. If the
committee consists of two Labor and two Lib-
eral members, the Government will bury it
again.

If the amendment is passed the committee
will not be able to work because Government
members are caucused regardless of what com-
mittee they serve on.

Hon. Robert Hetherington: That is not at all
true.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! Again I
warn the House that I will not tolerate interjec-
tions when I am in the Chair. I have said this
on several occasions. If members want to try
me, they can try me.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: The Government
could, if it so desired, require its members on
this committee to take a certain course of ac-
tion. That course of action could well be to say,
"We do not want this committee to do any-
thing." I am quite entitled to make that as-
sumption because of my experience over the
last two years.

It would be absolutely crazy for members on
this side of the House to say they would accept
four members on the Select Committee know-
ing that the Standing Orders do not provide the
chairman with a casting vote. On a matter such
as this, there is no doubt in my mind that the
Government would seek to bury the whole
thing and that the inquiry would come to
nothing. It would be most unfortunate to the
people who have made submissions to the Sea-
man inquiry, especially where there is some
doubt that funds have been misused, not to
have the situation clarified.

I am suggesting that the membership of the
committee should remain at three. As I have
explained, if it is four the committee will not
work and if the membership is five, the com-
mittee will be cumbersome.

We have about two weeks to come up with a
report. I deliberately moved that the committee
report by 10 December to enable a report to be
prepared. Everyone is busy at this time of the
year.

If the committee has a quorum of three or
four members, it will never have a quomum,
and it is imperative that the committee meet
regularly from the time it is appointed until 10
December. It would be very difficult if the
committee consisted of in excess of three mem-
bers to ensure that a quorum was available at
all times. Members must bear in mind that it
would be the intention of the committee to call
witnesses, and travelling may be involved. it
would be necessary for members to be available
at times which might otherwise be considered
to be inconvenient.
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It is my view that members should vote
against Mr Dowding's amendment to increase
the membership of the committee to four.

Hon. Garry Kelly: Using your numbers
again!

Hon. N. F. Moore: IHon. Garry Kelly has
heard about numbers!

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon. N. F. MOORE: The point I am making

is that if the membership of the committee is
increased to four the committee would not
work effectively and the matter would be
buried. Motions which were moved by Liberal
members would be defeated along party lines.
In other words, there would be no point in
having a Select Committee.

If the membership of the committee was
increased beyond four members it would be to
the detriment of the committee because it
would be unable to carry out the work that is
required within the time frame that has been
set.

I ask members to disagree with Mr
Dowding's amendment and to support the ori-
ginal motion which calls for three members on
the committee.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result-

Ayes I I
Hon. J. M. Berinson Hon. Robert Hetherington
Hon. J. M. Brown I-on. Garry Kelly
R-on. Peter Dowding Hon. Mark Nevill
Hon. Graham I-on. S. M. Piantadosi

Edwards Hon. Tom Stephens
Hon. Lyla Elliott Hon. Fred McKenzie (elr

Noes 16
Hon. C. J. Bell Hion. 1. G. Medcalf
Hon. E. J. Chariton lion. N. F. Moore
I-Ion. V. J. Ferry I-Ion. Neil Oliver
Hon. H. W. Gayfer Hon. P_.C. Pendal
Hon. Tom Knight Hon. W. N. Stretch
Hon. A. A. Lewis Hon. P. H-. Wells
Hon. P. H. Lockyer Hon. D. J. Wordsworth
Hon. G. E. Masters Hon. Margaret McAleer

(eller)

Pairs
Ayes Noes

Hon. D). K. Darts Hon. I. G. Pratt
Hon. Kay Hallahan Hon. G. C. MacKinnon
Amendment thus negatived.

Debate (on motion) Resumed
HON. PETER DOWDING (North-Minis-

ter for Employment and Training) [4.53 p.m.]:
I now, as it were, incorporate my remarks
about the limited matter that has been dealt
with into a debate about the wider issue which

is the issue of whether there should be a Select
Committee to inquire into these matters. As I
said when speaking about the number of mem-
bers to constitute the Select Committee, it is
very unfortunate that this attack on Aboriginal
credibility has been made.

Hon. P. G, Pendal: It is an attack on Govern-
ment credibility.

Hon. N. F. Moore: It is an attack on your
lack of credibility.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: When Hon. P.
G. Pendal was absent from the House on other
business, I issued from this Chair a last warn-
ing to members on the floor that interjections,
when I am in the Chair, will not be tolerated. It
is only fair to warn Hon. P. G. Pendal of that
previous warning.

Hon. PETER DOWDING: The attack on
Aboriginal credibility has been led by a man
who should know better. If he were exercising
his responsibilities to his electorate, he would
draw on the experience that, presumably, even
he has-although they are calling him
"suburban Norman"-and mention problems
experienced by Aborigines in calling a meeting
in the desert. In his comments to the Press and
in this House, he omitted to make any refer-
ence to the problems associated with that. In
pouring scorn on the Punmu people's appli-
cation for food and sustenance when holding a
meeting in the middle of the desert, on the edge
of the Canning stock route hundreds of miles
from any form of infrastructure, hundreds of
miles from any point at which the ordinary
necessities of life could have been purchased,
Hon. Norman Moore and the Leader of the
Opposition made light of the Punmu com-
munity's application for funds. People
attending that meeting were, by and large, pen-
sioners, elderly people, and young children.
They were faced with the logistics of driving in
the desert for more than 17 hours, often in
areas uncharted on our Government maps, cer-
tainly in areas where often there were no roads.
Indeed, in many areas there were no tracks.
They made that trip to attend a meeting to
discuss an essential issue.

So little research was done before making
this smear, these allegations, that Mr Moore
did not even know, despite having some knowl-
edge of the Western Desert, that the Punmu
community made a submission to the Seaman
inquiry. As I understand it, the submission is
recorded under the name that the community
had for its residential area in 1984, which was
Panaka. It is disgraceful that Hon. Norman
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Moore made certain assertions when he knew,
or should have known, of the real basis for the
claims for funding.

Hon. Norman Moore also alleged that the
Kalgoorlie-Eastern Goldfields Council in its
submission applied for funding or reimburse-
ment of expenditure in February and March of
1985- Mr Moore's comment was that the Sea-
man inquiry had been completed by then and
asserted that it was a fraudulent claim for
money because the purpose for the funding no
longer existed. Yet as I said in my earlier
remarks, it is evident to any member of the
public that work was still to be done in relation
to the land rights legislation which was worked
on until April 1985. That was a legitimate,
prima facie basis for the claims being made in
February and March of 1985.

1 made a note of what was said by way of
interjection by Hon. Gordon Masters in re-
lation to the Punmu community's application
for food and sustenance for the community in
that isolated area. He said that it must have
been a good party. Hon. Norman Moore. ac-
cording to my note, said that those people
should have taken their own food.

Hon. N. F. Moore: I said that they could
have taken their own food.

Hon- PETER DOWDING: This community
in the middle of the desert expected a huge
number of people to come to it. The meeting
was held in a place where it was not possible
just to walk out of one's home and around to
the corner shop. Mr Norman Moore, if he is so
familiar with the area, should know that. That
example illustrates how dangerous it is to listen
to Mr Moore's assertions of wrongdoing.

He is willing to put the Parliament through
the procedure of setting up a committee of
members of the House to investigate that sort
of assertion which, even on the slightest
amount of investigation, calls for a greater
understanding and explanation.

Another example of one of the most unfortu-
nate aspects of Mr Moore's parliamentary prac-
tice is his continued delight in picking on
people who have worked in certain spheres of
endeavour in perfectly legitimate business ac-
tivities. They no doubt work in a way which is
very self-sacrificing in order to pursue social
objectives which they regard as important. He
picks on people such as Mr Phillip Vincent.
No-one who knows Mr Vincent, even his worst
detractors, would describe him as other than a
man of the highest integrity and honour.
No-one who knows him, including his detrac-

tors, would have any doubts about the intensity
with which he would do whatever work he was
retained to do.

What is being said of people who intend in
due course to enter political life? Should they
cease any engagement in any sort of work
which might be entirely legitimate? Is it
suggested, for instance, that H-on. Mick Gayfer
should stop growing his crops? Or should one
of the honourable members who is engaged in
animal husbandry stop selling his meat through
Robb Jetty? Is that the suggestion?

There is not one scintilla of suggestion that
Mr Phillip Vincent did anything other than a
fully professional job of work for which he was
retained by a community which knew of his
interest, in particular, as regards social
objectives. Is it being said that there is some-
thing improper about Mr Vincent undertaking
that work as a solicitor and adviser? Is there
anything improper about Mr Vincent doing
work remunerated from a Government source?
Is it suggested that when a person identifies
himself as a candidate for political office he
should cease to act for people who do not have
the funds to act for themselves? Of course not.

it is an opportunity to put a proposal which
sounds as though there may be something
fishy; which sounds as though there is a misuse
of money, until the issue is analysed more care-
fully. I find it most disturbing, not only that
Hon. Norman Moore's views should be aired in
this way in this House using the privileges of
the House, but also that Opposition members
should accept it as a proper way to behave.
That is probably more extraordinary.

Let me take another example, and that is an
area which Hon. Norman Moore ought to
know more about-the area of Gascoyne and
Murchison-Eyre. Mr Moore is fond of saying-
I think I actually do him wrong; I think it is
Hon. Philip Lockyer who is fond of saying-
that geographically the area is larger than the
area of the North Province electorate. He ig-
nores the fact there are some seven times more
voters in that province than in his own.

Hon. Tom Stephens: Ten times.
Hon. PETER DOWDING: Is it 10? The

point I have made earlier is that this House and
the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal acknowl-
edge the logistical difficulties of moving around
the electorate of Lower North Province by pro-
viding Mr Moore with nearly $25 000 in ad-
dition to his own parliamentary salary in order
to serve the area, plus an allowance for the use
of a charter aircraft.

4883



4884 [COUNCIL]

How could it be said that for an issue as
dificult as the one we dealt with in the Seaman
report, one which required travelling through
the whole area on a constant basis over a very
extended period of time, that it was not, on the
face of it, a Proper expenditure of the funds for
which there has been a claim?

Mr Moore has suggested from the papers that
a Mr Ledham Cameron got the full amount, as
though Mr Cameron simply held his hand out
and received a handful of Government
largesse, yet as he would know, that involved
hundreds of hours of travel for a number of
persons. It is not the case that the documen-
tation before this House suggests that was a
payment only to Mr Cameron.

Hon. N. F. Moore: That is what it says in one
document.

Hon. PETER D3OWDING: I can understand
Hon. Norman Moore wanting to make some
political mileage out of this issue and wanting
to ask for some more information. That infor-
mation can be obtained over a period.

Let me ask honourable members to go back
to inquiries by myself and others when we were
in Opposition about costs to which the Govern-
ment had put the public in regard to the infa-
mous Noonkanbah exercise. The Government
refused to say. That is the sort of scorn with
which we were treated while in Opposition.
This Government has collated this information
and put it to the House, and IHon. Norman
Moore now wants to commence a witch-hunt.
That is regrettable.

Let me make it also completely clear that
what I am saying is that we should not establish
a parliamentary committee simply upon an as-
sertion. If it can be demonstrated that a series
of assertions are incorrect, or that anybody,
even the maker, who had the slightest knowl-
edge of the document would not find anything
odd about the claims, then the assertion falls
flat and there is no evidence. I-on. Ian Medcalf
will recall when he was Attorney General the
suggestion was made that there ought to be an
inquiry by him as the Attorney General, and
his comment was, "Produce the evidence
first." One does not hold inquiries or com-
mence witch-hunts without evidence.

There is no evidence, there are simply as-
sertions which, on any reasonable explanation,
can be seen to be justifiable. The point the
member for Kimberley made in the course of
discussions outside the House to the Press was
that we were dealing with a unique situation,
and in many cases, like the people of Punmu,

we were dealing with Aboriginal people whose
English in some cases was non-existent-about
as good as Mr Moore's knowledge of
Wankajunka, and Mundijarra or other
languages spoken in his electorate with which I
am sure he has not bothered to become fam-
iliar.

Hon. N. F. Moore: You are making as-
sertions yourself.

Hon. PETER DOWDING: The member is
making assertions about remote parts of West-
ern Australia, one of the most remote areas in
the world-places like the Canning Stock
Route. In this instance one would expect there
to be difficulties in the sort of accountability
that the corporate World of Western Australia
achieves only by spending vast sums of money
on accounting and legal support. It ought to be
seen as an effort directed for the first time at
involving people in this State who had never
been involved in this sort of process in their
lives, and indeed in the history of European
settlement of Australia.

I ask members to go back to the comments of
the person who observed at first hand the work
which had been done and the efforts which had
been put into the preparation of the material
for the Seaman report, and that was the com-
missioner himself.

I am told that Hon. Norman Moore has said
the Auditor General indicated there had been
no acquittal from Balangarri. That is the case
on the documents tendered to the House. How-
ever, I am informed there has been an inquiry
into that matter and Balangarri has provided
an acquittal and the documents will be made
available in due course. But that is not a justifi-
cation for a Select Committee. if that infor-
mation comes to light, the Minister of the day
can adequately address that issue.

Hon. N. F. Moore: I-e won't even answer
questions on it.

Hon. PETER DOWDING: Frankly it comes
down to this: Mr Moore has made a series of
assertions. On any reasonable inquiry one can
see that the difficulties under which the people
labou red to produce the result were very severe
and one can both understand the expenditure
of this sum of money and excuse the occasional
lack of documentation.

What one cannot excuse is the assertions be-
ing blown up into full-scale assertions of mis-
management and misappropriation. Ultimately
it comes down to the attitude of Hon. Norman
Moore and the Opposition in relation to the
Aboriginal communities of this State, which is
that if there is a claim for a desert meeting in

4884



[Thursday, 21 November 1985] 48

one of the remotest pants of the State for some
sustenance for the old people and the children
and vast numbers of unexpected guests, the
Opposition's comment is, "It must have been a
good party." For those reasons the motion is
opposed.

HON. N. F. MOORE (Lower North) [5.12
p.m.]: I will respond briefly to the comments
made by Mr Dowding. At no stage during this
whole matter have I ever attacked any Aborigi-
nes, except Mr Bridge. I have consistently at-
tacked the Government's total lack of account-
ability and the fact that it expected no account-
ability.

At the conclusion of his speech, Mr Dowding
said that we should excuse the occasional lack
of documentation. I do excuse the occasional
lack of documentation. I know that some
people who got funds through the inquiry
would find it extremely difficult to document
how they spent the funds.

I also know that many of those people have
accounting firms employed by their communi-
ties and their councils; many of the Aboriginal
communities which received funds have ac-
counting firms working for them. They have
community advisers, people who do their
books. These organisations receive thousands
of dollars throughout the year from a variety of
Government sources. This is just one aspect of
funds they would have received. I expect that
in most cases organisations that have received
funds should be accountable.

I will certainly excuse the people who say
they do not have an accounting firm Working
for them and do not have any access to ac-
counting and therefore cannot be expected to
put in a proper account. However, I would
think that Mr Bridge, who supposedly under-
stands these people, would have said when he
set up the committee, "There will be difficult-
ies down the track, people will not be able to
account for funds, so what we should do is
employ a couple of people whose job it is to
help those individuals who receive funds to
make a submission and help them get their
books together." That would have been a logi-
cal and sensible thing to do.

I have not attacked Aborigines. I have at-
tacked the Government for setting up an in-
quiry such as this and not requiring it to ac-
count in any satisfactory way for the expendi-
ture of what was initially $80 000 but which
ballooned to $450 000 because of the
Treasurer's making funds available to Mr
Bridge.

Mr Dowding, in typical fashion, seeks to
denigrate me, calling me "suburban Norm". I
have been re-elected by my constituents. I was
elected in 1977 and then re-elected in 1983
with an increased majority-with 60 per cent
of the vote.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Two thousand-odd
people.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: Mr Dowding has yet to
stand in front of his electors and be re-elected.
As we know, he is now "Mr Maylands
Dowding". He has moved to what could be a
safe city seat-so he thinks-without ever sub-
mitting himself for re-election. All members
who have been re-elected know it is a damned
sight harder than being elected in the first
place, because the people are judging members
on their performance. People have judged me
on my performance; they have not judged Mr
Dowding on his performance. However, Mr
Dowding wants to criticise me. He should wait
until he has been re-elected so that he can say
his electors have judged him on his perform-
ance over six years. Instead, Mr Dowding is
high-tailing it out of the north and going to a
safe seat in the city and eventually, he hopes,
he will become the Premier of Western
Australia.

With respect to the Punmu community, why
did not Mr Bridge or the Aboriginal Affairs
Planning Authority table with the documents
tabled in the House that letter that Mr
Dowding read out? That would have been some
indication to the people reading the documents
of how the money was spent. That is the sort of
information I have been seeking ever since I
asked the first question in October 1983. 1
asked for a statement of expenditure. In a sense
the letter read out by Mr Dowding is a
statement of expenditure. Unfortunately it was
not included with the documents tabled. It
could have been.

Mr Dowding talked about the meeting held
at Well 33. 1 wonder how many people are still
at Well 33. 1 wonder why it was necessary to
hold the meeting there in the first place. I won-
der who rode in on the seven aircraft that
landed at Well 33. Does Mr Dowding recall the
meeting there when the head of the Depart-
ment of Aboriginal Affairs arrived in his air-
craft and would not sit on the ground? They
have had several meetings at Well 33. People
go out there and talk about claiming the Cen-
tral Desert and talk about it being their home-
land, but then they go back to where they came
from. The Government sent in trainloads of
bureaucrats from Canberra to talk about
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establishing telecommunications, housing, and
public works. That is what the meetings at Well
33 were all about. No-one is there now.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Do you know that?
Hon. N. F. MOORE: Yes. They claim that to

be ancestral land. They claim to own that land.
They sought to claim through the Seaman in-
quiry that land which the Government was go-
ing to give them. Is Mr Dowding still going to
give it to them? Is he still going to make the
land available? Is he going to bring in land
rights? Is he now opposed to land rights?

Hon. Peter Dowding: It just shows your atti-
tude.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: Mr Dowding refuses to
answer those questions and by doing so has
made it absolutely clear to me and everyone
else listening to him-although he did not actu-
ally say anything-that the tripe about land
rights not being on the Government's agenda is
just that-tripe. The Government is waiting
for the next election and hoping it can win
control of both Houses. If it does, the first legis-
lation we will see introduced will be that
recommended in the Seaman report-legis-
lation for land rights. Mr Dowding can deny
that if he likes. He is silent.

He talked about the submission by the
Punmo group in the name of Panaka. I have
looked through this document and I can see no
reference to Panaka. I have only quickly looked
through it, and I may have made a mistake. I
have said already that in some cases it is diffi-
cult to ascertain whether a submission was
made because submissions were made under
names different from the groups which
received funding.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Page 97.
Hon. N. F. MOORE: Which submission is it?
Hon. Peter Dowding: It's there.
Hon. N. F. MOORE: There is a great list of

names and I merely thought the Minister might
help in order to save time.

I raised the question about Mr Phillip
Vincent only because he got a fairly large sum
of money. It may not be a large sum 'of money
for a lawyer, and Mr Dowding would know
more about that. He got $16 000.

Hon. Peter Dowding: What work did he do?
Hon. N. F. MOORE: I understand he wrote a

submission, but I am not privy to precisely
what he did. His was the submission which was
headlined in World War Ill-style on the front
page of the Daily News.

That statement alone set back the land rights
argument about 400 years because it frightened
people to death. Phillip Vincent can take great
credit for that. Mr Dowding and the Minister
might tell him about that.

Hon. Peter Dowding: You are outrageous.

Hon. N. F. MOORE: In respect or Mr
Ledharn Cameron the document states that L.
Cameron received $4 400 for one month. I am
very specific in how I talk about this matter.
One is therefore entitled to assume that L.
Cameron took a salary of $4 400 for one
month. if that is not correct-any reasonable
person would make the same assumption-Mr
Cameron of course will make it quite clear
when he appears before the committee.

Balangarri's accounts still have not been ac-
quitted. Mr Dowding now tells me there is no
problem. I rang the Auditor General on
Tuesday night and said, "Do I read your docu-
ment correctly in that Balangarri has yet to
return $4 500?" He said, "That is correct." Mr
Dowding has now suggested this matter will be
cleared up in the next few days. That is good.
Maybe at least this debate has achieved some-
thing. I would like to know who will pay this
money and why it has not been paid back to
date. Has there been some delay? Has some-
body now decided to pay it when they would
not do so before?

There is no doubt in my mind that this is a
clear case of the Government's mismanaging
money. It is typical of the Government's atti-
tude towards public funds-easy come, easy
go. The Government has given Mr Bridge
$500 000 to spend and what the Government
has dished up to this House indicates an in-
credible lack of accountability. For that reason
it is necessary for somebody to do some work
on accountability. That is why I support the
motion and request the establishment of a
Select Committee to inquire into this whole
matter.

Question put and passed.

Appointment of Select Committee

HON. N. F. MOORE (Lower North) [5.23
P.M.]: I move-

That the Select Committee comprise
Hon. P. 0. Pendal, Hon. J. M. Brown and
the mover, any two of whom constitute a
quorum.

Question put and passed.
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LOAN BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from 20 November.
HON. NEIL OLIVER (West) (5.24 p.mn.]:

This Bill, which is associated with the General
Loan Fund Estimates of Expenditure tabled on
Thursday, 10 October 1985, predominantly di-
rects its attention to the raising of $90 million
for Homeswest for the purpose of public hous-
ing. The remaining sum scheduled in the Bill
represents carryovers of works that were not
completed in the previous year and which are
reappropriated, being approximately $5
million.

It is well known throughout Australia that
the Labor Party has used the housing sector or
what may be called the shelter industry to
stimulate and sustain high economic activity
throughout the country. This level of housing is
tied to the availability of finance, and of course
the peaks and troughs are moved by the level of
interest rates which generally determine the
level of activity. It has been known for some
years that the demand or the availability of
funds determines the level of activity.

It is somewhat unfortunate that the housing
industry has gone through a period of booms
and busts which have been brought about by
the Federal Government manipulating the
money supply and the market affecting the
level of interest rates, similar to the manner
occurring today.

We have seen a very unfortunate series of
situations develop where skilled tradesmen
have been placed in positions where they are
working at a high level of activity and then
almost within 12 to 18 months quite the re-
verse situation prevails and they are working at
a low level of activity. This of course has
brought about a decline in the industry's ability
to recruit trained labour and potential
tradesmen for training in the housing industry.

Therefore, in many ways the Government's
intention to endeavour to sustain and continue
the level of activity in the housing industry is to
some extent in the best interests of the econ-
omy. I only hope that it can be sustained be-
cause the sustaining of this programme is made
possible only by the amount of public funds
that can be utilised in the format outlined in
the Bill.

The housing industry is a very interesting
industry which has many compensating factors.
For example, in areas of high levels of activity
when there often is a shortage of tradesmen,
tradesmen tend to undertake certain tasks and

those contracts which are the easiest to com-
plete. They also tend to concentrate their ef-
forts in close proximity to their residential
habitats. At times of downturn in the industry,
it is found that tradesmen will undertake more
difficult tasks. It will no doubt take them longer
to perform those tasks and they may have to
travel longer distances to work or to seek
opportunities for full-time employment.

It is therefore an unusual industry. A tremen-
dous amount of research has been undertaken
in regard to it. To be more explicit, apart from
the number of inquiries that have been conduc-
ted into town planning matters in Western
Australia and throughout Australia, that would
be the only area which would eclipse the num-
ber of inquiries into the housing sector that
have been undertaken by various Govern-
men ts.

It is very interesting that the Australian hous-
ing industry has been responsible for creating a
very high level of home ownership in Australia
and in many ways it is due to the efficiency of
the tradesmen who are employed within the
industry.

It comes back to the beanl of the
subcontracting system. The CSIRO has
undertaken research into why Australia has
enjoyed this high level of home ownership, and
why home building is so efficient. The work
was undertaken by that body's building insti-
tute which is located at Highett in Victoria. It
indicated the number of man-hours required
per square-that is, 1 000 square feet of home
under the old imperial scale-to build the aver-
age dwelling is in the vicinity of 35 man-hours.
This compares more than favourably with the
United States where, in an industrialised hous-
ing system with prefabrication, it takes in the
vicinity of 47 man-hours per square to build a
dwelling. In the UK and Holland the figure is
as high as 82 man-hours per square. One must
make allowance for the fact that in the north-
ern hemisphere many countries do not enjoy
the climatic conditions which prevail in
Australia, and their designs in many cases are
not for single-storey, detached dwellings but for
two-storey, terrace-type dwellings.

Overall the essence of the success of the
housing industry in Australia-that is, the em-
ployers, subcontractors, builders, suppliers,
and their employees-is possibly due to the
subcontracting system which is so akin to the
nature of the Australian who wants to do his
own thing, to be his own boss, to decide when
he may start and finish, what hours he may
work, and what hours he may rest. Therefore, a
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very free and flexible arrangement operates in
the housing industry. Its very complex nature is
quite often difficult to understand, and it is
difficult to provide demographic details and
statistics. People trying to get those details can-
not get to the crux of this flexibility which
operates throughout the industry.

One could say it is the opposite of a motor
car assembly line where so many cars are
assembled per hour per day, and therefore so
many people are employed doing specific tasks
on the line. One cannot take a worker off the
line or add a worker to the line; it is pure
organisation in terms of time and motion
study.

Last night I said the housing industry had
come off the top and that the level of activity
was on the decline.

Hon. Garry Kelly: It was pretty bad during
the last years of the Fraser Government.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: I have just been speak-
ing about all the booms and busts the industry
has had. There was a disaster under Whitlam in
1972-probably the worst the industry has
suffered. Then Mr Les Johnson came onto the
scene and was able to convince Mr Whitlam
that the housing industry needed help. If the
member wants to start comparing Fraser and
Whitlamn I will keep the House another hour,
but I will not be derogatory of Mr Les Johnson.
The Minister In charge of the Bill will appreci-
ate the effort that Mr Johnson made. What is
occurring in the economy today in respect of
the housing industry is following a similar pat-
tern to that introduced by Les Johnson- The
member should not sidetrack me on that point
and put red herrings across the track.

When the industry begins to go into a de-
cline, the first statistic one should look at is
commencements rather than building ap-
provals. What actually brings about the
downturn in housing is what I referred to in my
opening comments-the availability of funds.

I must digress a little because there has been
a massive input into what is called the first
home buyer's scheme. That has probably
sapped a lot of the market, and the reason for
the industry coming off the top can probably be
attributed to the input into that scheme. There
is without doubt a downturn, and it is obvious
in the statistics for dwelling unit commence-
ments in Western Australia for the month of
August. The graph clearly indicates commence-
ments are on the way down from June through
to September. That can be found in the
Australian Bureau of Statistics catalogue No.

8741.5 for August 1985 which gives details of
total house and other residential dwellings. It
clearly indicates, for example, that the industry
has come down from a peak of 1 558 dwellings
throughout Western Australia in May.to 1 397
dwellings in August. In October last year the
monthly figure was 1 519 dwellings.

This was anticipated because if one looks at
the figures of the Indicative Planning Council,
which I once had the opportunity of chairing,
one sees that the 1984 September quarter was
the highest quarterly result since July 1977.
The number of dwelling approvals eased from
the June peak to December. This reduction in
uncommenced orders and reported lower levels
of inquiries and orders received by contract
builders indicates a decrease in private dwell-
ing commencements in December and later
quarters in 1984-85. The reduced commence-
ment levels were more pronounced in the
March and June quarters in response to an eas-
ing in demand which I put down to the first
home buyer's situation.

Looking at current market conditions, new
and established house prices have continued to
rise at a rate slightly above inflation, and this
trend is likely to continue in Western Australia.
This must be of concern to the Government
because not only is the price of new dwellings
increasing, but also the cost of borrowing is
increasing and therefore the eligibility of pur-
chasers is diminishing. The proportion of their
income required to service a mortgage is
eliminating many people from the opportunity
of home ownership.

In relation to land, I understand the supply is
sufficient and adequate to meet demand and it
will not constrain housing construction activity
over the forecast period. I may have the oppor-
tunity to speak on this prior to the conclusion
of this session when I speak in the debate on
the Urban Lands Council.

Another matter that should be considered
with this injection of a further $90 million into
the housing market is the supply of labour. The
Indicative Planning Council for the housing in-
dustry reported that in general the supply of
skilled and unskilled labour is able to cope with
the demands currently being made. This indi-
cates to me that the Government has done its
sums correctly and has not placed any undue
pressure on the labour market which could lead
to further increases in prices. The report
states-
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However, temporary shortages did occur
in the latter months of 1984 when there
were minor delays in engaging some
trades.

As late as last week I made some inquiries
about this matter and I understand that there
are still some shortages of tradesmen. I would
be interested to hear from the Minister if the
Minister in the other place has indicated to him
whether there will be other problems in regard
to tradesmen and what effect this will have in
terms of extending construction times, which
would, as time is money, increase costs.

Already this year there have been very large
increases in the prices paid to subcontractors,
and further increases are unlikely as building
activity declines. The proposal put forward by
the Government is quite the reverse-it is
endeavouring to sustain the current level of
housing commencements.

I refer now to materials, which are very im-
portant to the smaller sections of our manufac-
turing economy in Western Australia. The ma-
terials are expected to be adequate to meet the
level of housing activity over the period of this
Budget and local manufacturers have reported
that there is almost an excess capacity and
there have been no supply shortages so far. I
find this incredible, considering the number of
dwellings that were completed last year. This
was in the vicinity of 17 000 dwellings through-
out the State.

I note that the Loan Bill seeks to provide
borrowing authority for the raising of loans as
set out in the schedule, but it also refers to the
Treasurer's Budget comments. I would use
those comments to find out how that $90
million is intended to be utilised. Under the
subheading "Housing" the Treasurer had this
to say in his Budget speech-

This year we have provided for more
than 1 900 units of public housing and
more than 2 200 housing loans to families.

Of these loans, more than 1 500 will be
provided under the home purchase scheme
of Homeswest and more than 700 will be
provided through terminating b~uilding
societies to families of limited means.

I would be very interested if the Mi nister could
explain to me the manner in which these funds
are to be utilised under this concept. The funds
will be $90.7 million, and I would appreciate it
if the Minister could indicate to me whether
these terminating building society loans come
under the Commonwealth-State Housing
Agreement, or whether they are another form

of assistance outside that agreement. The
Treasurer's statement continues and refers to
the fact that-

The Commonwealth-State rent support
and bond assistance schemes will continue
and are expected to help more than 15 000
people.

I am, however, very interested in the manner in
which this $90.7 million will be spent because
it is unclear to me whether new homes will be
constructed or whether the funds will be
allocated to provide funds for home purchase
schemes under Homeswest for those 1 500 ap-
plicants. Page 2 of the Minister's second read-
ing speech reads as follows-

-that is, the funds are to be advanced
for public housing at the cancessional
interest rate of 4.5 per cent and are repay-
able over 53 years.

That is without doubt a concessional interest
rate and I am interested in how those funds are
to be made available because the current
roll-over of off-shore funds for Commonwealth
bonds was negotiated in Swiss francs at 5.5 per
cent at ruling bank rates.

It is somewhat of a mystery to me how this
interest rate of 4.5 per cent repayable over 53
years can be obtained.

I do not think any member would oppose
this legislation, but I must say that the statistics
prove that housing has come off the top. The
Government is approaching an election and it
is probably hoping to sustain the building in-
dustry, wh~ich is the largest industry in western
Australia, at its current levels. I hope that the
Government is acting in a responsible manner
and it will not just blow all its money in one hit
simply to sustain those levels. There are cur-
rently about 500 units being constructed each
month and over the next four months this
could well increase to the vicinity of 2 000
units, which could then eke out its existence
until the end of the financial year.

I hope that this is not an attempt by the
Government to prop up the industry or go into
what I would call "a stunt", because frankly I
believe at the moment that this is a commend-
able move which will ensure that the industry is
kept operating at reasonable levels, if it does
not place any undue demands on labour, ma-
terial or land to invoke increases in prkces.

This is not that sort of act. I know the Minis-
ter will tell me it is not.

Mon. J. M. Berinson: I am surprised you
even asked.
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Hon. NEIL OLIVER: But it is a substantial
amount and a very significant time.

Finally, I suggest to the Minister that, in fu-
ture planning-I trust that a future Liberal
Government will take this matter up-we look
in some way at using the private sector for the
provision of rental accommodation. In New
South Wales alone-I am uncertain of the fig-
ures in Western Australia-over 150 000 famil-
ies are on the waiting list for welfare housing.
The Minister may, during his reply, indicate
the numbers in Western Australia-

[ am suggesting that, if it is possible, we
utilise the funds of the private sector to develop
rental accommodation and for those funds to
be tapped up by the $90 million of public
funds. If that can be done, we would go a long
way down the track to reducing the demand for
welfare housing or even to getting rid of it com-
pletely. It is quite simple. All that needs to be
done is for us to harness the private sector to
provide rental accommodation and for the
Government to subsidise the rentals that it is
currently charging on H-omewest homes for the
long-term bond rate. Depreciation and taxation
arrangements could be made as adjuncts to the
scheme by approaching the Federal Govern-
ment.

We must address the problem of this huge
number of people who are now living in private
rental accommodation in unfortunate circum-
stances. Most of those people are on or below
the poverty line.

I support the legislation.
HON. TOM KNIGHT (South) [5.53 p.m.]:

The Bill before the House contains an amount
of $90 million for public housing. However, it
does not mean that because it is held in the
Consolidated Revenue Fund it should be used
solely for that purpose because so many other
things tie in with housing and with housing
benefits.

I am concerned with the headline that ap-
peared in The West Australian recently regard-
iug the Western Australian Cricket Associ-
ation. The Budget could have affected its plans
for the redevelopment of the WACA. The West
Australian of 9 October stated-

It appears there will be no allocation for
the $5 million needed to finance the sec-
and stage of the southern stand develop-
ment of the WACA ground.

This development was supported by the
Government to the degree that the WACA de-
cided to go ahead with the development.
Further on it states-

A financing problem has arisen because
the Federal Government has not fulfilled a
pledge to match the State Government dol-
lar for dollar on the $5 million first stage of
the redevelopment of the WACA which in-
cluded ground works and a new members'
stand.

The WACA had hoped that the money
would have been allocated to the develop-
ment, which would have enabled the work
to be completed by October next year.

That would coincide with completion of
the lighting of the ground-a $4 million
project for which tenders had been called.

Hon. J. M. Berinson: And for which finance
has been provided by the Government.

Hon. TOM KNIGHT: On reading the Ap-
propriation (Consolidated Revenue Fund) Bil
and the Appropriation (General Loan Fund)
Bill, nowhere could I find funding being made
available for this development unless it was
made available through a specific grant.

The Western Australian Football League has
also agreed to the use of the WACA for its
fixtures. Its chief executive, John Walker, said
that the league planned to use it as its base
from 1987. He said that if there was a delay,
the earliest it could have full use of the ground
would be during the winter of 1988.

It is imperative that the money be made
available to allow the WACA to proceed with
the proposed extensions and to cater for cricket
and football under the arrangements made with
the Western Australian Football League two
years ago.

Pant of the strategy has been to rationalise
playing fields throughout the metropolitan area
and to use the WACA and Subiaco Oval as
home grounds.

Hon. J. M. Berinson: I think I-on. Tom
Knight misunderstood me. I was referring to
the funding for the lights.

Hon. TOM KNIGHT: No, I know the
funding has been provided for the lights. The
West Australian stated that $ 4 million had been
provided for the project, for which tenders
have been called.

Hon. J. M. Berinson: I make the point that
that was State money.

Hon. TOM KNIGHT: The Government has
said that the reason it cannot meet the shortfall
is that the Commonwealth has let it down. The
point is that the WACA and the Western
Australian Football League are going ahead
with the redevelopment because the funding
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was to be made available. Whether the Com-
monwealth has let us dawn does not matter.
Somehow we have to find that funding now.

The West Australian of 25 October, some
two weeks later, stated that there was to be a
big facelift for the hockey stadium. It stated
that $1.2 million had to be found in kitty to
pay for that development. The article also said
that the Government was making the money
available as pant of its programme to develop
international sporting facilities before the
America's Cup Festival of Sport late next year.
Plans for the ground would include indoor
sporting facilities.

An amount of $21 million has been allocated
for a new spants stadium.

Hon. J. M. Berinsan: No Government has
ever done nearly as much for sport as this
Government.

Hon. TOM KNIGHT: The Minister is
pre-empting what I was going to say. I have not
said it has not. Because of these grandiose ideas
and because of the fact that the Government is
building a concrete monolith at Graylands to
cater for spants that have been already catered
for throughout the metropolitan area-

Hon. J. M. Berinson: Are you suggesting that
that facility was other than to meet the requests
of the sporting associations?

Hon. TOM KNIGHT: The sporting associ-
ations do not fully agree with what the Govern-
ment is doing. The sporting associations and
some of the senior citizens of this State have
wondered why money has not been spent on
Beatty Park. The proposal will be a white el-
ephant. What about upgrading the Perry Lakes
stadium instead of putting in a concrete mono-
lith worth $21 million? That money would be
well spent on existing facilities. I believe that it
is bad thinking to put all of the facilities into
one area. Have the planners considered the
parking and transport problems? Part of the
facilities should be going into the southern sub-
urbs and part into the northern suburbs
serviced by the freeway. Easy access and ample
parking should be major considerations rather
than congesting an area by putting all sports
into one location.

The $21 million could be reduced to $10
million to obtain the same benefits. We would
then not have a huge concrete stadium at
Graylands for which the Government will take
credit if it works out. However, I think it is
wasting taxpayers' money on a facility which
should be diversified throughout the greater
metropolitan area.

Sitting suspended from 6. 00 to 8.03 p. m.
Hon. TOM KNIGHT: Prior to the tea

suspension I spoke about the shortfall of some
$5 million in the WACA redevelopment. I
subsequently moved on to the money which
would be spent on a new hockey stadium.
Members are aware that we already have one of
the top hockey stadiums in Australia and
another $1.2 million has been allocated to it.

The redevelopment at the WACA is an im-
portant project and its further redevelopment
has been sidestepped in favour of a $21 million
spants centre. I certainly do not believe that the
Government has undertaken enough research
into the proposed sparts centre. Many promi-
nent people in the metropolitan area have
indicated that reasonable amounts of money
could have been spent on Beatty Park, Perry
Lakes, and existing facilities, and therefore
they do not see the need for the proposed
sports centre at Graylands.

It has been suggested that proper consider-
ation has not been given to the siting of the
centre, and that not enough thought has gone
into providing sufficient parking, and whether
it will be accessible to the majority of
people in the metropolitan area. When shop-
ping complexes and public buildings are
proposed to be built one of the criteria laid
down by the Town Planning Department is the
provision of sufficient parking.

One would think that the $21 million to be
expended on the spants centre would have'been
better spent on upgrading existing facilities.
This would have avoided the duplication of
many facilities that will eventually become
white elephants.

I draw the attention of the House to a recent
announcement that McLean Sawmills (1966)
Pty Ltd at Denmark had initiated a night shift
involving 15 employees. The information that
has been passed to me was that the mill could
not obtain employees to fill those positions.

People on the unemployment register at the
Albany office also refused to accept the jobs,
even though they were claiming unemployment
benefits because they did not have a job.
Subsequently, I believe, the people refusing the
jobs were struck off the CES register and
immediately applied through the Department
for Community Serivces for emergency relief
funding to tide them over; they were not pre-
pared to accept a job and do something for
themselves but were quite prepared to exploit
taxpayers' funds. Subsequently the Department
for Community Services approached the Coin-
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monwealth Employment Service and requested
that those people be put back on the unemploy-
ment register.

I believe that while there is unemployment in
Australia we must be prepared to support
people who do not have a job, but I do not see
why the taxpayer should be expected to sup-
port, in any form whatsoever, people who do
not want a job. Our young bronzed Anzacs who
wish to go down and lie on Scarborough beach
and other beaches around Western Australi a
and pick up their dole from taxpayers' funds
instead of working when jobs are available
should be struck off.

Hon. Graham Edwards: A lot of
hard-working people go down to Scarborough,
not layabouts.

Hon. TOM KNIGHT: If Hon. Graham
Edwards listened instead of sitting there
burbling, he would know what I am talking
about. His interjection is completely out of
context in two ways: The people I am talking
about who lie around are exploiting the tax-
payers' purse, and one of those taxpayers is
Hon. Graham Edwards. If he feels that way
about it he should change his attitude because
he is supposed to be here to responsibly rep-
resent the people of this State. That is why l am
raising this matter.

I am well aware that there are people in
Australia who are fully justified in receiving
unemployment benefits. There are people who,
for circumstances beyond their control, cannot
get work; who, because of physical or mental
impediments, are not able to work. I agree that
we should help them, but I do not agree that
the taxpayers' purse should prop up people who
have no wish to work. Every instance that
comes before me will be brought to the floor of
this House.

One has only to read the newspaper to see
comments made by the Press about this matter.
Only today, there was an article indicating that
a Mr Peter Sawyer has been offered $200 a
week to continue his attempt to get his book,
Dole Bludging for Beginners, printed. He states
that some people on unemployment benefits
are exploiting the taxpayers' purse. There are
also many people exploiting the welfare system.
We are rapidly becoming a welfare handout
State, but now the big silent majority of people
are starting to wake up, and we must also wake
up to the fact that those people can change
Governments. They changed OUrS last time,
and will change the current Government this
time if it does not start looking at this problem.

It will be done by the big silent majority, not
by the noisy, radical little minority groups
which are so vocal these days and to which
Governments tend to listen. The big silent
groups out there have felt that members of Par-
liament know what they want so they do not
come in, or write letters, or demonstrate on
street corners. They make or break Govern-
ments, and those people put our Government
out last time for many reasons, one of which
was Mr Fraser's inability and ineptitude in try-
ing to stop the trade unions and their march
forward which was crushing everyone and
everything in this country.

Another reason was the Department of
Social Security, which seems to want to hand
out money to everyone. In the last couple of
days articles in the newspaper have stated that
Peter Sawyer has gained a lot of support for his
view that Governments should ensure they are
responsibly using taxpayers' money instead of
giving it to the people who just want to lie on
the beach. I use that as a term because that is
what most of them do.

I can recall a situation in Albany only a mat-
ter of a couple of years ago. I struck five young
men in a hotel and played a game of darts with
them. I asked them what they did for a living.
They said, "Nothing, we are out of work." I
said, "Can't you get a job?" They said, "We
don't want one." I asked them how they lived
and they said, "Between us we are getting more
than a man with a wife and three children
would get earning a wage. We rent a house for
about $25 or $30 a week. We have a station
wagon between us and we live very well. Why
work?"

We are creating a syndrome in this country
of children growing up to leave school and go
on the dole. When we left school we looked for
a job and were terribly embarrassed and upset
if we could not ind one. Many people still feel
that way, but this other group of public purse
exploiters, or well-to-doers, or whatever one
likes to call them, who are exploiting the
system are spoiling it for those children. After
an employer has employed a handful of
those-because somewhere along the line even
they must at least show the effort to obtain a
job, even if they have no ambition to hold the
job but will leave it and go back on the dole
queue-when the next decent person applies
for a position, the employer is not interested
because he feels the applicant will be the same
as the last person. That is how it is spoiled for
the decent ones.
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I will give an example of the welfare side of
the argument. A gentleman came to see me. He
had given up his job in a certain town to shift
to a town with a five-year high school because
his daughter was ready to go to school. The job
he had found fell through. He was given a State
house and, by the time he received a housing
subsidy, unemployment benefits, family ben-
efits, education benefits, and assistance here,
there and everywhere-he told me he was ter-
ribly embarrassed and was still certainly look-
ing for a job and would grab the first one that
came along-he was $15 a week better off than
when he was working in the country town. That
is a disgraceful situation-there is no incentive
for people to look for a job.

I had another call from a chap who worked
in a lyre firm and wanted to be transferred to
Perth. He was a manager but he threw his job
in to get back to Perth, and went on the dole.
He rang me and said he was terribly embar-
rassed, and asked me what he should do. He
said he could not ask for his job back because
he made it so uncomfortable for the firm when
he left, after spending some 16 years with the
company. He said he felt too embarrassed to
ask for the job back. I told him that everyone
appreciates someone who admits they have
made a mistake. However he admitted he was
better off on the dole than when he was work-
ing.

We need the kind of research that Mr Peter
Sawyer maintains should be done. This sort of
exploitation occurs every day and each of us
can probably relate numerous accounts of these
things happening. If they were stopped, the
Budget deficit faced by consecutive Federal
Governments would, I believe, be cut by half.
When one considers the amounts of money we
are paying out, and the sorts of people receiv-
ing those benefits, and takes into account single
mothers and supporting parents, there is a list
longer than my arm. There are more people
eligible for unemployment or welfare handouts
in this country than there are people eligible for
jobs. It is time the taxpayer stopped having to
prop up these people.

We are rapidly approaching the time when
the people who are working and paying high
taxes to support those exploiting the situation
will decide they might as well join the rat-race.
We wonder where Governments will get the
money to operate, when the decent people who
work to pay high taxes no longer exist. That is
when a country goes broke, and it has been
stated before that this country is rapidly going
broke.

Some weeks ago I quoted from an article
showing that the average debt for every man,
woman and child in Australia was some
$15 000-and it is getting higher. While we
have the situation of exploitation of our wel-
fare funding and unemployment benefits, and
while trade unions demand More and more,
and higher-

Hon. Garry Kelly interjected.
Hon. TOM KNIGHT: Why does Hon. Garry

Kelly not get up and speak when his turn
comes? I am not interested in listening to Mr
Kelly now; he should let me carry on.

Hon. Graham Edwards: "Carry on" is the
right terminology!

Hon. TOM KNIGHT: I warned the Minister
the other night about the effects of portability
of long service leave legislation for the building
industry. At that time I underestimated the
number of people in the work force in this
country. I gave a figure of four million, but
apparently some 6.7 million people are work-
ing in this country. Legislation for the port-
ability of long service leave will not stop with
the building unions. It started with Govern-
ment departments and went to local govern-
ment authorities and is now to go to workers in
the building industry. We have seen the
flow-on effects. The minute one union gets
something every other union chases it. If four
million people earning, on average, $400 a
week are entitled to long service leave after 15
years, the payout would total $20 billion. That
money will be sitting in a fund administered by
a board nominated by trade unionists. If we
consider that the cost to the public will be
$ 1.386 million per annum and divide that by
400, we will find that it will cost the people of
this country 266 000 jobs a year. We are the
only country that has a 17/2 per cent holiday
loading and long service leave. How stupid can
we be?

The figures I have quoted are a very con-
servative estimate of the actual costs and were
based on the assumption that four million
people were in the work force, whereas the
more accurate figure is 6.7 million people.

I turn now to the situation on the wharf. The
cost in Australia to get freight across the wharf
to the ship is double, perhaps triple that else-
where in the world. The cost per worker per
hour is $38, but more that half of that goes in
union levies. Where does it go? It goes to
Sydney or elsewhere and goes into trust funds.
The unions are obviously investing the money;
it may be going into banks or into properties.

4893



4894 [COUNCIL]

In the past, Governments have been able to
refuse to grant wage increases. They have been
able to tell workers that they can come back to
work for a certain wage because those workers
would undoubtedly do so when they are in ar-
rears with their house and car payments, heed
money to pay for the education of their chil-
dren and need a new pair of slippers for their
wives. The next thing we will see is that trade
unions will be able to turn around and say,
"H-ang on. We will live off our investments and
go back to work when we are ready." Industrial
anarchy in this country is very close.

When considering superannuation schemes,
the portability of long service leave, holiday
loading and all the sorts of things I have
mentioned, we should also think of the money
involved. That money is not circulating within
this country. It is not creating jobs or pro-
ductivity, or getting exports onto the world
market. We are not exporting goods because of
the costs involved. This country has an unbe-
lievable balance of trade, with a deficit of ex-
ports over imports. The situation is getting
worse, because with what other nation can we
compete in view of the costs involved in
producing a product and getting it across the
wharf?

Only in the last couple of days Hon. Gordon
Masters raised a matter with regard to a ship
flying an international flag being pulled up out
of Fremantle. A ship flying an international
flag, not being a Stateships; vessel or an
Australian National Line vessel, usually does
not have to employ an Australian crew. That
ship was kept sitting out in Gage Roads at a
cost to the owners of $6 000 a day because the
unions demanded that the ship put on an
Australian Crew. The only way many of our
products will ever get onto the world market is
if we can get them to their destinations using
cheap shipping. We centainly cannot get our
products over the wharf cheaply. This sont of
thing should not be allowed to continue with-
out Government intervention.

Back in the 1940s, Ben Chifley could see the
same thing happening. He froze the union's
assets and put Sharkey in gaol for much the
same thing as is happening now. We let the
Gallaghers run around and do not even put the
O'Connors in gaol. Industrial anarchy is ruin-
ing this country. We should start to face up to
the situation and get back to square one where
a man can do a decent day's work for a decent
day's pay. The employer would appreciate that

situation. The sooner that happens, the sooner
this country will be back to a sensible situation
and we will be able to hold up our heads.

I mentioned last week that on a list of
countries Australia had dropped over the last
30 odd years from f irst to th irtieth with respect
to its standard of living. Surely to goodness we
should be ashamed of that! We have a magnifi-
cent country with everything going for it, but
we are killing it because Governments of the
day, o f wh atever pol itical cornplexion, have not
been and are not prepared to stand up and take
on some of these obstructionists that we have.
Trade unions have gone beyond their original
function. They want to dominate this country
with men who are not democratically elected
by the people of the country. The Parliament is
democratically elected and has the people be-
hind it. The only hope the citizens of Australia
have is if members of Parliament stand up and
face this problem head on. I am very concerned
about it, as are other decent citizens.

I was involved in industry some 1 5 years ago
and am grateful that I no longer have 30-odd
men working for me because so many people
are going bankrupt and broke because the situ-
ations I am talking about are occurring so regu-
larly that industries and businesses in this State
and the country are being sent broke by union
sabotage.

The other night I attended a multicultural
and ethnic affairs seminar on the subject of
community and home care and funding for
such a programme. I was made aware that
Governments had been totally blind to the
problems experienced by elderly citizens of dif-
ferent immigrant groups who had moved to
Australia immediately following World War i1.
We have made certain provisions for accom-
modation, housing, hospitalisation and care for
our Australian-born elderly, but we have let
slide by the question of care for the ethnic eld-
erly. Many young immigrant women stayed at
home and raised their children and as a result
never really needed to know the English
language. They are now our ethnic elderly.
They may now be in a situation in which the
husband is deceased and the family grown up.
They may need the kind of intensive care often
needed by those in older age groups. They may
find that they are in a hospital and cannot
understand what is going on.

There is a definite need for Governments to
look at the plight of our ethnic aged. These
people need to be in an institution where they
are able to communicate with the nurses
through a common language. There are
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probably many young people with the same
ethnic backgrounds who lived at home and
picked up English and another language. Such
young people may even be out of work at
present. Those young people could help to care
for elderly people with ethnic backgrounds.
They would have employment and a great
amount of trauma, anxiety and embarrassment
caused by a lack of understanding of the
language would cease to exist for these elderly
people. I have mentioned the matter before and
have stated that on our return to Government
we will certainly consider the matter of atten-
tion for our ethnic elderly.

Another matter of great concern to people
over the last 10 years has been that of car
stealing. There is a discrepancy between the
fine or the penalty imposed on someone who
steals $1 5 000 to $30 000 from a bank or shop
and that imposed on someone who steals a car
worth perhaps $15 000 to $30 000. The person
who steals a car may just get a smack on the
hand, be told he is a naughty boy, and be given
six months' probation. The person who robs
the bank gets up to 15 years. The $30 000 car
may be a write-off or have its motor wrecked.
However, there would be no prospect of rec-
ompense to the owner. Governments must start
to stand up for good, decent, ordinary people
and make car thieves pay for damage or loss,
even if it takes them 50 years at $5 a week.
Something must be done to show them that
they have done something wrong. Something
must also be done to show the person who has
been disadvantaged that he has a chance of
getting something back. Car stealing has
increased markedly. It is hard to believe the
figures one reads in the paper about the num-
ber of cars stolen in Western Australia. The
number is so excessive that it is obvious that
the penalty has not been sufficient to stop car
thefts. If we do not make the penalty fit the
crime, we will never stop that crime. We must
look at the matter because people are very
worried about where they park their car and
whether it will be there when they get back.

Only recently I was told by a friend that his
car had been stolen one evening when it was
parked in a security parking lot. A gap of nine
inches had been left at the top of the security
door through which the thief was able to gain
entry. Once he was inside he was able to push a
button and the roller door went up. The car was
driven onto a sandy block close by, and damage
included a wrecked differential, suspension, en-
gine, and gearbox. It cost the insurance
company approximately $1 800 to have the car

repaired. My friend said that his car did not
drive the same any more and he will never be
happy with it again. The car was only six
months old. Why should any person suffer be-
cause of the escapades of some smart alec who
takes it into his head to vandalise other
people's property? As far as I am concerned the
penalties for such offences must be increased.
If the offenders are under the age of responsi-
bility, their parents should be required to take
responsibility for the damage caused and
should pay for the damage until such time as
the child is old enough to contribute towards
the cost.

I have raised a further matter on several oc-
casions and by coincidence an article appeared
in the Press the other day on the same matter. I
refer to the sea rescue groups in Western
Australia. They are under-funded to a large ex-
tent and the forthcoming America's Cup may
be just what is needed to bring this matter to
the fore. It may be the lever necessary to make
the Government sit up and take notice of the
problems in this area. Many members, includ-
ing you, Mr Deputy President (Hon. D. J.
Wordsworth), have pushed for higher funding
for sea rescue groups.

Funding should be increased for all the vol-
untary rescue groups that operate in this State.
The members of the groups are prepared to
give up their time, money, vehicles-including
four-wheel drive vehicles-boats, and planes,
for the benefit of the people of this State. Those
people are all taxpayers and I am sure they
would agree to further funds being made avail-
able so that the volunteers were paid for the
fuel they use and repairs to their vehicles and
equipment. They give willingly of their time,
their equipment, and their services. However,
it is not fair that they should be required to pay
for their fuel; and, when they are called out by
the Police Force or the State Emergency Ser-
vice, some guarantee should be given that the
Government will pick up the tab for the ex-
penses incurred or, alternatively, reasonable
funding should be made available to enable
them to carry on supplying these essential ser-
vices to the community.

The special school service for the mentally
handicapped has put together a submission to
the Minister for Health and the Treasurer
requesting that a division be established in
Albany. That centre would serve a large region
as Albany, with its population of
approximately 23 000 people, is probably the
second or third largest centre outside the
metropolitan area. It is 410 kilometres from
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Perth, and that distance becomes a major prob-
lem for people who require treatment in Perth.
The request has been made for the establish-
ment of a division in Albany staffed by a team
comprising a medical officer, psychologist,
speech therapist, social worker, physiothera-
pist, and occupational therapist. As a result of
the efforts of the local members, over the years
Albany has gained a great deal in the way of
specialist services available in the area.' For
example, I refer to the contribution of the
Albany people in the development of the hy-
drotherapy pool. The people involved in that
project deserve the highest commendation be-
cause that Centre is better than any other in the
State. It is regularly and fully used to such an
extent that the occupational therapy treatment
has been moved into a different sector to allow
the physiotherapy treatment to be contained in
one area.

It may be asking too much to expect such a
medical team to be installed immediately, but I
ask the Government to consider making a start
on the scheme by employing one or two of the
suggested permanent officers. That could be
followed in coming years by the appointment
of further permanent officers. In the meantime,
the Government could allow certain specialists
to visit the area either monthly or six-weekly.
That scheme operated with other services in
Albany before permianent arrangements were
made. The Government would save itself con-
siderable funds if it adopted such a scheme. It
would be a great deal cheaper for taxpayers if
one specialist travelled to Country areas on a
regular basis rather than 50 or 60 patients trav-
elling to Perth regularly, all of whom were re-
ceiving Government subsidies for travel and
accommodation, in addition to the Cost Of Pro-
viding the medical service. I ask the respon-
sible Minister to consider this proposal and to
make some effort to implement it within the
next 12 months, or at least make an allocation
in the Budget.

I have covered most of the points I wish to
raise but I bring one final matter to the atten-
tion of the House. The Government must start
listening to the silent majority in our com-
munity and stop paying so much heed to the
radical groups that stand on street corners,
shouting and screaming. As a result of the ac-
tions of that noisy minority the Government
often introduces legislation and amendments to
Acts to the detriment of the silent majority. It
is always true that the squeaky wheel gets the
oil, but many people in our community are
becoming frustrated by the Government's ac-

tions and it is time we took notice of those
people. They are good, hard-working, decent
people who want to work. They do not want to
sit on the beach all day like some of the people
I have mentioned, and they do not try to stir up
"anti-nuke" groups, and do some of the trendy
things we read about today.

I support the Bill.
HON. P. H. WELLS (North Metropolitan)

[8.32 p.m.]: This Bill makes provision for an
essential service in Western Australia; that is, it
provides funds for housing for the many people
who cannot afford to buy their own homes.
That is why the Bill is so necessary. The
Government must ensure that it is able to meet
the needs of the community, and I refer to two
aspects of the Bill in terms of those needs.

I am sure that the Government would be
prepared to acknowledge that it has been con-
sistent with the policies of all Governments, of
whatever political colour, in recognising that
those who can pay, pay for those who cannot.
The community has a responsibility towards
the less fortunate members of society who are
not able to provide proper housing for them-
selves. In that sense this Bill makes a large
amount of loan money available for a special
welfare need.

I am surprised that despite the efforts that
have been made with regard to housing, reports
have appeared recently indicating that more
people than ever before are homeless. The
Government must give serious consideration to
the method by which it is seeking to address
that problem. At the moment it seems we have
one simple solution; that is, to find more and
more State funds to increase the number of
State housing units.

I challenge Governments and those respon-
sible for meeting the needs of people who can-
not provide housing for themselves to think a
little deeper and accept not only the one-track
solution for finding houses for those in need; a
more innovative approach is required.

The second approach in terms of housing, if I
understand it correctly, is that this $90 million
loan comes to the State interest free. The ar-
rangement is that the Commonwealth raises
the loan and there is no charge to the State for
servicing it; it is a Commonwealth arrange-
men t.

IHon. J. M. Berinson: That is not correct.
One-third comes as a grant.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: So one-third is a grant
which has no requirement in terms of servicing;
therefore two-thirds must be serviced. I want
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members to consider the problem, because it is
a large one which faces us today. It affects the
electorate of Hon. Graham Edwards and me.
That loan money is a loan raised by the Com-
monwealth Government on behalf of the State.

Hon. J. M. Berinson: There is another factor
applying to that to the extent that for funds
made available for housing, the Common-
wealth provides a concessional rate at 4.5 per
cent interest.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: That enlarges it, but it
comes back to what I was saying in the first
place. The effect of the $90 million loan is that
one-third, or $30 million, arrives as a grant,
and two-thirds arrives at a very concessional
rate. Having obtained that money, I suspect
that the Minister for Budget Management deals
with this sum on the short-term money market,
and it probably earns some interest.

Hon. J. M. Berinson: You are assuming all
the money comes in at the beginning of the
year. It does not work like that.

IHon. P. H. WELLS: I suspect interest is
earned on this money. Some money must ar-
rive; all the houses cannot be built at once,
otherwise there would be a temporary
under-supply of jobs, because all the jobs
would be created in the first month and there
would be problems for the rest of the year. I
gather this is a 12-month programme.

Regardless of what it is, the 4.5 per cent
concessional loan means that someone must
pay for the servicing of that loan, and in this
case the Commonwealth picks up the tab.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon. John
Williams): There is far too much audible con-
versation, particularly behind the Chair. I
would like the people behind the Chair to rec-
ognise the fact that Hansard is having a diffi-
cult time.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: This amount of money,
together with a multitude of other moneys,
both in this Stale and in other States, contrib-
utes to the pressure upon the money market.
To some degree this contributes very realisti-
cally to the price individuals pay for the pur-
chase of their homes. The Federal Government
has to service the loan in the first place, and we
have to pay in taxation to the Federal Govern-
ment to service the loan. The Government may
pay something, but the concessional rate is 4.5
per cent. I do not know what the current rate is,
probably 13 per cent or 16 per cent. That is
what the money costs.
(154)

On top of that, if there is a mortgage, because
the money which has to be serviced creates a
pressure upon the money market, the interest
rate is forced up; therefore we reach a situation
such as that which exists today where people,
very often during the young period of their
lives, pay exorbitant amounts to service loans
for their houses.

While the Bill provides at the one end for
those in welfare-type houses, a group which I
think it is very necessary to cater for, one must
recognise that this creates a problem which is
becoming difficult for the Government in view
of the people who are buying their own homes.
They are costing the Government nothing in
terms of welfare services. The financial press-
ure becomes so great that it will result in more
and more people demanding welfare housing.

It is important to give some consideration to
pressures we are putting on both Federal and
State Governments in terms of causing prob-
lems which will force the high interest rates up.
Those interest rates affect not only home
buyers but also the people on the land.

Hon. E. J. Chariton interjected.
Hon. P. H. WELLS: The honourable member

will be able to make a speech about the cost
and how it affects the people in his electorate.
As a result of the recent rises in interest rates,
there has been a substantial rise in the money
people are paying to service their home loans.
A home buyer with a $35 000 mortgage is
facing a monthly increase of $28, and one with
a mortgage of $ 50 000 is facing a $ 50 a month
increase, and this is only the beginning.

Hon. H. W. Gayfer interjected.
Hon. P. H. WELLS: Not being an econom-

ist-
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That interjec-

tion is disorderly. Would the honourabie mem-
ber please apply himself to his speech and
ignore those gratuitous interjections.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: The interjection would
have been included in my speech in any case,
because the question posed is to come up in my
speech as the solution to how one deals with
the problem. I referred to that as I was leading
into the problem in regard to Governments at
both State and Federal level which will have to
stop taking more and more money to create
these pressures.

A simple example of the situation is an ordi-
nary home where if there is $1 in and 95c out
everyone is happy, but if there is $1 in and
$1l.05c out the debt collector is at the door.
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What happens is that where a Government is
under pressure to spend more than it has, it will
produce a deficit Budget. The pressures cause
problems for the people in the State in terms of
housing and other things which need essential
finance. The Government continues to support
big spending and big borrowing policies.
Although it may be that the Government can
say with some pride that this is the first $3
billion Budget showing a three per cent growth
in real spending, with figures like that the
Government is trying to get more and more
money.

Each of these pressures is resulting in a
greater pressure on the money market and that
indirectly reflects on the ordinary man and
woman who want to buy a home and build a
secure future for their children. It behoves
members of this House to give serious con-
sideration to the issues the Government puts
before us.

In recent days a friend of mine who is a local
councillor had been examining propositions
put forward by his council, not only by mem-
bers of Parliament but also by councillors, of
the needs of the community, and he said to me,
"The trouble with politicians and councillors is
that they always want to see something they
can point to as one of their achievements, but
these things are not always necessarily the
right solution to the problem and sometimes
they happen to be most costly endeavours." He
was saying that we tend to seek things to which
we can point and gain some political credit to
help us retain power, either in the local govern-
ment or in the State Government area. We
need to give serious consideration to the
options available to meet the needs of the com-
munity.

The pressure on many people in my elector-
ate simply to pay off that simple pleasure-
their own home-is becoming greater and
greater. The men and women who take on the
responsibility of purchasing a home are finding
that the ground rules are changing so rapidly
that it is very hard for them to make predic-
tions of the amounts they can expect to pay.
The purchase of a home is probably the largest
investment people are likely to make in their
lives and they are finding that they are losing
their equity at a greater rate than ever before
because they are facing the highest interest
rates they have yet had to meet. A spokesman
for the Commonwealth Bank has said that
interest rates are at their highest level in 100
years. Whether or not that is true, it is certainly
true that people are finding that they cannot

meet their monthly commitments and are be-
ing forced to sell their homes. Often the sale
does not realise enough to repay the amount
owing and they find they still have to pay a
substantial monthly figure to pay off a home
they no longer have. At that time they become
applicants for welfare housing funds of the sort
this Bill provides.

The challenge is before the Government to
come up with real solutions and to tackle the
interest rate problem, because the end result of
the neglect of this task is a greater pressure on
Governments to raise greater amounts of
funds, which creates greater pressures on the
money market, which creates greater interest
rate hikes. This is one merry-go-round that few
people can get off. The challenge is for the
Government to redress the problem that many
people in our community are facing today.

This Bill not only deals with the expenditure
of funds for housing but also creates an income
for the State, whether that be small or great,
and that money is expended in various ways. I
challenge the Government to ensure that it ex-
pends these funds so that we see a more re-
alistic investigation of our neighbourhood
watch scheme. I am very earnest about this.
The previous Liberal Government started the
neighbourhood watch scheme on the model
suggested by Police Sergeant King after he
visited the United States and New Zealand to
see their models in operation.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon. John
Williams): Order! I am not very happy with the
way the member is now debating the Loan Bill.
I made a ruling yesterday evening that this Bill
dealt with housing. The neighbourhood watch
scheme might have some relationship to houses
but I cannot see these Loan Bill funds for hous-
ing extending to that scheme, If the member
can assure me in the next few seconds that his
remarks are cogent with respect to the second
reading speech, I may allow him to continue; if
not I would suggest he leave his remarks for
item No. 2 on the Notice Paper.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: The money we are
discussing happens to come from the
short-term money market and is used in a
range of areas. Further, already the President
has allowed speeches covering a wide range of
activities and I have taken that as a precedent
for debating the neighbourhood watch scheme.

The first schedule of the Bill covers edu-
cation; the second schedule reappropriates
funds totalling $5.084 million; the third sched-
ule also covers a number of areas where funds
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are to be reappropriated. Although the first
schedule is for an appropriation of $90 million,
the Bill refers to a number of other areas, and
the money to be expended will not necessarily
go for housing. I beli~ve my comments on the
neighbourhood watch scheme are therefore rel-
evant.

As I was saying, the Liberal Government
introduced the first neighbourhood watch
scheme in Bunbury and this Government has
Carried on the same model in various areas.
There are many reasons for us to give serious
consideration to OUr model of a neighbourhood
watch scheme, and one reason is the success
which has been achieved in Victoria where a
different model is used.

Victoria has something like 174 neighbour-
hood watch units which have been established.
Obviously they are being - introduced at an
enormous rate,.whereas in WA we are setting
up neighbourhood watch schemes at a rate of
one every six months. Victoria is managing at
least one a week and sometimes 10 a week, and
this is one reason we should consider a change
to the model we are using.

I refer now to the 5 September 1985 edition
of The Age and quote as follows-

Burglary rates in Victoria have dropped
for 12 consecutive months at a time when
other crime rates are rising.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! I have
looked at the Bill before us and, with the
greatest generosity, I cannot see in the first,
second or third schedule anything to allow the
honourable member to talk about neighbour-
hood watch.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: What about money that
is made on the short-term money market from
investment?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! The
member may wish to disagree with my ruling. I
am not making a ruling but merely an observa-
tion that we are allowing licence to discuss the
State Housing Commission on the first sched-
ule, public works and technical and further
education colleges on the second schedule, and
miscellaneous departments such as the Depart-
ment of Marine and Harbours, the Western
Australian College of Advanced Education, and
the Rural Adjustment and Finance Corpor-
ation on the third schedule. If it is the honour-
able member's convinced opinion that within
this Loan Bill he can talk about the neighbour-
hood watch scheme, he is privy to some ruling
that I have never heard in my time in this

House. I would think that the subject the memn-
ber is addressing, which is an extremely im-
portant subject, would be more appropriately
dealt with when discussing Order of the Day
No. 2, the Appropriation (Consolidated Rev-
enue Fund) Bill. I do not wish to be narrow or
to inhibit the member, but I find it very diffi-
cult to relate the honourable member's remarks
to the raising of $90 million for construction of
certain public works and for other purposes. I
am sure that embodied in that $90 million no
sum is earmarked for the neighbourhood watch
scheme.

Point of Order
Hon. H. W. GAYFER: I observe that while

nothing is written in the book or in the Act to
prove what the Deputy President is saying is
correct, his ruling cuts across one of the tra-
ditions of the House. This Bill has always been
treated in this place as a fairly elastic Bill, and,
until now, nobody has been very pedantic
about the parameters of the debate on the BilL-
I realise I am not raising a point of order as
such; however, MrT Deputy President, I appeal
to you to take some note of what I have said,
and maintain the traditions of this House.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I do not wish
to inhibit any debate, but I do remark on the
member's observation that we are talking about
a specific Loan Bill and a specific amount of
money. Tradition notwithstanding, perhaps the
member may remember that it is a question of
the appropriation Bills having free reign. I am
talking about the Loan Bill specifically. I am
cognisant of the member's concern, but never
did I feel that the Loan Bill, which provides for
specific sums in specific areas annexed to the
schedule, should be used as a topic for wide
ranging debate. However, on the Appropriation
(Consolidated Revenue Fund) Bill a member
has all the free reign in the world because the
Bill is free rangIng. I have no wish to clash with
the honourable member. I am merely making
an observation and suggesting members per-
haps should look now at a different interpret-
ation. If the honourable member wishes to
challenge my ruling, I would be extremely
happy to vacate the Chair and let the President
rule.

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: My apologies, Mr
Deputy President. I have no intention of chal-
lenging your ruling because I do not believe
there is anything in black and white on this
matter which requires us to confine ourselves
exactly as you suggest. The only course I have is
to research the Loan Bills that have been
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debated over the years in this worthy place, and
then I may find the answer. Only then could I
positively reply to you in debate.

Debate Resumed.
Hon. P. H-. WELLS: I am a little confused. I

am quite happy to refer to this matter under
whatever Hill is appropriate. I originally
intended to speak on this matter when
discussing the Appropriation (Consolidated
Revenue Fund) Bill, but the advice given to me
by a member who had already -spoken on a
wide range of subjects was that we were within
our rights to discuss it under this Bill. I read the
Bill and found a number of areas in which
incidental funds were expended in terms of an
amount of $788 537 which will be appropriated
from Consolidated Revenue; 1 remember tell-
ing the Attorney General about the abysmal
hole that swallowed up all the money of this
State whether it came from the liquor tax or
any other tax the Government might introduce.
It comes out of general expenditure on public
works in terms of the building of police stations
or service stations. Incidentally, even State
Housing Commission houses are provided for
members of the Police Force, and these officers
are then employed in services such as the
neighbourhood watch scheme. I therefore see a
wide-ranging possibility that funds under this
Bill could well be used by police officers
participating in the neighbourhood watch
scheme.

I want to seriously challenge-I hope I can
get this point through to the Minister for
Budget Management because he has a fair in-
put in terms of the funds-the Minister to
examine the Victorian figures and the achieve-
ments of that State. I refer to the article in The
Age of 5 September under the heading
"Burglary down again: police" by Jane
Munday. The article reads as follows-

Burglary rates in Victoria have dropped
for 12 consecutive months at a time when
other crimes rates are rising.

I compare that with an article in The West
Australian of Friday, I5 November, which
happened to be just after the police report was
tabled in this House. The report, among other
things, said-

CHILD prostitution, serious assault,
breaking and entering and fraud are
flourishing in WA.

In other words, there has been an increase in
crime in this State, and we were hoping for a
decrease. Compare that with the Victorian situ-
ation. Victoria's crime rate has been reduced in

the last 12 months. In relation to burglary rates,
look at what is happening in Western Australia.
The same article in The West Australian of 15
November, which was written by Kent Acott,
reads as follows-

Breaking, and entering
increased by 3 406 to 26 777.

offences

If members care to check out the facts, they will
find that every 19 minutes a home is broken
into in Western Australia. Compare that with
the report of the situation in Victoria as fol-
lows-

There were 7 500 fewer homnes burgled
in the past 12 months compared with the
same period for 1983-84, with a 13.96 av-
erage monthly reduction.

The figures speak for themselves. Victoria has
something we do not have. Victoria runs a
neighbourhood watch scheme and we are doing
likewise, but its neighbourhood watch results in
reductions in the crime rate, in some areas by
up to 45 per cent. Between 1977 and 1983 the
number of reported burglaries in Victoria
increased at an annual rate of 11I per cent; resi-
dential burglaries increased by 27.1 per cent in
1983, and by 40 per cent in the first quarter of
1984, compared with the corresponding period
in the previous year. Clearance rates decreased
from 20.6 per Cent in 1977 to 12.2 per cent in
1983. An estimated $46 million-worth of prop-
erty was stolen in residential burglaries in
1983.

After all those rises, people in Victoria are
now able to say that they have neighbourhood
watch and they are getting the benefit of it, and
7 500 fewer homes have been burgled. I suggest
we should be looking at their model. Let me
make some comparisons because I have asked
questions about this matter and I have spoken
to a number of people in this State. I am not
decrying the system we have here; it will make
a contribution. But when the neighbourhood
watch scheme is taken into a local government
area it involves one officer, Sergeant Burton.
He has to travel half way around the State and
go to different areas, call public meetings, and
set up a broad council of people to get the
scheme going.

Hon. Kay 1-allahan: They are helped by local
police officers.

Hon. P. H-. WELLS: Yes, I will come to that.
That is the next stage; first there is a public
meeting.

H-on. D). K. Dans: Kay Hallahan is an expert
in this area.
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Hon. P. H. WELLS: I was not certain that
she was an expert in the neighbourhood watch
scheme, although I knew she had some associ-
ation with the Police Force. I did not realise
every person in the Police Force was an expert
in every facet of its operations, I hope she will
take an interest in what I am suggesting.

Neighbourhood watch was set up in
Gosnells, but if I were to ask how many homes
in Gosnells are aligned with neighbourhood
watch I suggest the authorities could not tell
me. The scheme also operates in the East
Fremantle area, which is in the electorate of the
Leader of the House, and I have spoken to
people there and they have had some success. I
do not want to decry the idea; I am suggesting
the model can be improved.

East Fremantle was the first metropolitan
area to get neighbourhood watch, and it had
the assistance of an officer on a CEP grant. East
Fremantle said it wanted to go ahead without
the police, but the police obviously saw that it
would be better if they were involved, and they
distributed a kit to every home in the area to
encourage people to join. The last answer I got
to a question I asked said there were nine
people on the committee in the East Fremantle
area.

What happens in Victoria? In the promotion
of neighbourhood watch in that State, the
police said the scheme would not be foisted on
the public or any group which did not want it.
Two things were required; firstly, the area had
to have a crime problem, and secondly there
had to be community cooperation and a de-
mand for neighbourhood watch. Out of that
promotion, which included a phone-in which
attracted 3 000 calls, the police in Victoria now
receive on average every day of the week a
petition requesting establishment of neighbour-
hood watch. The average number of signatures
on each petition is 400.

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Is this an
anti-Australian thing-dob in a mate?

Hon. P. HI. WELLS: Hon. Graham
MacKinnon is talking about another scheme.
Neighbourhood watch does not involve
dobbing in a mate; it involves looking after
one's property and keeping people out,

Hon. Kay Hallahan: It is also about helping a
neighbour.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: That is what I said.
The police in Victoria take an area of 600

homes rather than a whole shire when they set
up this scheme. They have been getting an av-
erage of 200 people at public meetings. That is

quite an achievement when one considers those
200 people are drawn from 600 homes. At
those meetings 20 to 30 coordinators are
appointed who are responsible for going
around the area and getting people involved.
That group meets on a monthly basis, and they
have the police and the local Press along, and
they are provided with crime statistics for their
area. These are disseminated to the homes in
the area by way of a newsletter.

I am told that in Victoria, where four police
officers are directly involved centrally in set-
ting up neighbourhood watch, and it takes 18
hours a month of central police time and an
average of four hours a month of local police
time. That does not mean to say they cover an
area such as Gosnells. The units in Victoria are
based on 600 homes, and there are 179 such
units operating. That means that in that State
each month 179 groups meet with the police in
179 different areas and have disseminated to
them statistical information which is taken to
179 times 600 homes.

I suggest those figures point out the pro-
fessionalism of the operations. It has brought
results. Instead of a hit-and-miss approach on a
broad shire basis, the police in Victoria have
identified and targeted an area and made cer-
tain they know who is involved. The local com-
mittee goes from door to door and gets people
involved.

The Western Australian scheme was based
on one in New Zealand. In that country it be-
gan with a doorknock by the police to get indi-
viduals involved. The figures I have given de-
mand that some consideration be given to the
scheme in this State if we want to realistically
attack the problem of the increasing number of
homes being broken into. It is predicted by
insurance companies in this State-and I have
spoken to the RAC which is the largest insurer
of homes-that with the advent of the
America's Cup Western Australia can expect a
massive increase in burglaries of homes. That
forecast is based on statistics drawn from the
effect of such events elsewhere.

This State will consequently have a large in-
flux of people and we will be subject to
ever-increasing crime. It is recognised that one
major way of attacking this problem is to let
people in the community become the eyes and
ears of the police by looking after their own and
their neighbours' property. This method has
been used successfully in Victoria and in fact
the model used in that State has been adopted
by New South Wales and South Australia.
These States are not following the Western
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Australian model. On the contrary, they are
following the mode! that produced the excellent
Victorian results-

At a recent criminology conference in
Brisbane, a visiting Canadian professor of
criminology said to the effect that the Victorian
crime statistics should be headlined in every
paper of Australia because this would challenge
the rest of the country to look at what has been
done in Victoria, I suggest to the Minister for
Budget Management that if a police patrol were
to drive past his home and notice me carrying
out his video recorder, his television, or any
other of the moveable goods which are
generally stolen in a burglary, it would be only
reasonable for the officers to be unsuspicious
because they do not know that I do not live
there. The people who would be suspicious,
however, are those who know the Minister for
Budget Management-that is, the people who
are his neighbours.

I consider that there is a lot of value in bring-
ing the community together because. the
rub-off, as it appeared in terms of the Victorian.
approach, is that people would then make con-
tact with each other, they would talk together,
and get to know each other. Neighbourhood
watch has many benefits other than community
policing. I am impressed by the professional-
ism of the Victorian police. I do not want to
decry the Western Australian approach, but I
suggest that some members of the Western
Australian Police Force consider that we
should examine seriously the Victorian ap-
proach.

I would hate to think that the Government
and the community have their heads in the
sand and that we do not, as a community say,
as the Minister for Budget Management has
said, "We have as many people involved as in
Victoria." This is really a cover-up. We can
consider the statistics which relate to the only
two metropolitan areas, Gosnells and East
Fremantle, which have considered and adopted
the neighbourhood watch programme. The
Stirling City Council has now agreed to the
programme, following a request I made for it to
approach the Minister for Police and Emerg-
ency Services, but, as I say, at present only two
metropolitan councils have adopted this pro-
gramme. It has been operating in quite a few
country areas-Albany, Kalgoorlie, and
Bunbury, for example-and if one looks at the
situation generally, one sees that in country
areas the crime rates are lower than for the
metropolitan area. I think this matter needs to
be turned around and there needs to be an

improvement in performance, both in the pro-
vision of personnel and in the provision of
finance. However, it would be more important
to send someone to Victoria to examine the
Victorian model because I believe, when one
looks at the actual results, that what has been
happening there is extremely impressive.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: You would be in favour
of the Government having implemented a
model?

Hon. P. H. WELLS: All I am suggesting is
that there are some people in the Police Force
involved in this area who should be able to
examine this matter and, if they find some as-
pect of the Victorian model that might be suit-
able for Western Australia, they could then be
able to judge it accordingly.

We have copied the New Zealand mode!,
while Victoria has taken that same model and
improved it. I am a great believer that when
someone invents or designs a better way of
doing things, one should take hold of it with
both hands-

Hon. Kay Hallahan interjected.
Hon. P. H. WELLS: I do not know what

Hon. Kay Hallahan is getting at. Some of her
colleagues in the past have spoken to me and
have been in favour of looking at that particu-
lar model and doing something about improv-
ing the performance of this State because they
can see that our crime statistics arc rising.
When one finds one's own home broken into, it
comes home pretty quickly that this is the situ-
ation. Only in the last few months, my neigh-
bours, had their home broken into in broad
daylight.

The police reports indicate that large num-
bers of homes are, in fact, broken into during
the daytime. I am sure that when the Minister
begins his election campaign he will find that
the number of people who are actually home
during the day is decreasing. That situation
makes it easier for people to burgle homes and
that is why this neighbourhood watch pro-
gramme would be an enhancement to the com-
munity.

We have heard the Minister for Budget Man-
agement bringing forward a balanced Budget
and the claim that this State is the envy of the
other States. However, I would draw the Minis-
ter's attention to an area which I am certain he
knows about, although he probably would not
expect someone to raise it in this place. There
are a large number of non-Governiment
agencies which are dealing with people who
find themselves in dire economic straits. They
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cannot meet the demands of the type of society
in which we are now living-they cannot find
enough money to buy their food, to pay for
their electricity-and they need assistance.
This all comes under the heading of "poverty".
The Weekend News of 19 October had the
headline "Poverty". It read in part-

Poverty is spreading in Western
Australia. Evidence is mounting that more
and better paid people are pinching and
scraping to make ends meet.

On page 4 of the same edition the heading was
"Where money is a worry" and it detailed the
various problems that people have. It reads-

The study of money worries com-
missioned by the Community Services
Board asked people what their biggest
worries were. By far the biggest was paying
the rent.

The article continues and discusses the percent-
age of people who are going without and of the
ever-increasing pressures that are being placed
upon organisations by people who are trying to
receive assistance to help them out of trouble.

There was an article by Norman Aisbett in
The Western Madl for the weekend of 2-3
November headed, "The poor fall even further
behind". The article reads in pant as follows-

In a statement yesterday, WACOSS
spokesperson Christine Tonkin said -the
community must now decide whether it
was acceptable for a large slice of the
population to jive in "grinding hardship"
Or to Contribute more in the way of higher
taxes and charges.

That offers one solution. I suggest it is strange,
in a time when the Government is claiming
that we have the best Budget we have ever had
and that we are getting by so well, that the State
has the largest number of demands upon the
Government agencies for assistance. These de-
mands have increased to such a degree that the
Government has found it necessary to put con-
ditions upon the supply of money, and to put
additional conditions upon those conditions.
This indicates that the Government has, to
some degree, turned its back on a group of
people who I believe deserve to be considered
more sympathetically. I do not believe that
money should simply be used as a handout.

For a long time I have been arguing that
there is a problem. There is a paucity of econ-
omic management skills among the younger
groups of people in our community. We went
through a period in which affluent parents did
not teach their economic management skills to

their children. They did not teach them to live
economically-that the tucker that was left on
the table should be returned to the refrigerator.
Perhaps it might have been the roast that was
left over and could be minced up and made
into shepherd's pie for the weekend. That is
why many people were able to live within their
means and the pensions that were available to
them in times gone by. However, nowadays
two pensioners with an income from a pension
made available from the Government, or
another source, can sometimes cope admirably
while another couple might find themselves in
continuing economic difficulties.

Some of these people go from agency to
agency and unless the Government is prepared
to face the problem and help these people out
of their poverty, it will have to continue to
increase emergency funds to provide assistance
to them. If we continue to hold people down,
the costs will increase astronomically.

I believe it is necessary for Government
agencies and non-Government agencies to be-
gin to assist these people by going into their
homes and teaching them how to buy food
economically, cook food economically and how
to use what is left of the food, instead of
throwing it out. They should be taught how to
buy nutritious but not necessarily expensive
foods. The meat producers have spent some
time in educating the community that one need
not always buy steak to obtain protein and that
there are many other cuts of meat which supply
the necessary requirements. These changes will
require fortitude by the Government and an
enthusiasm to lift tbese people out of their pov-
erty. Sometimes it seems to me that Govern-
ments want to keep these people on welfare so
that they are dependent on the Government. I
suggest that the Government has failed to meet
the needs of these people and it is making more
and more people dependent on it.

I challenge the Government to introduce the
programme which I have advocated for some
time and which, I suggest, is working in one
other State. As I said, we should encourage
Government and non-Govermecnt agencies to
help these people to help themselves. How one
defines "poverty" is another debate. I suggest
that we should help the people who are con-
tinually dependent on agencies and who go
from one agency to another week after week
looking for help. A lot more could be achieved
by Governments if they helped these people to
help themselves.
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Another area in which the Government has
failed and about which it seems to want to
create fear in the community, is privatisation. I
often go back to Victoria to see my mother.
Whenever I do I get on a Government train
and when I get about 12 miles from Melbourne
I get onto a bus run by a private company. That
State, a Labor-run State, has a combination of
buses run by the Government, trains run by the
Government, trains run by the Government,
and buses run by the Government and by pri-
vate companies. The bus which I catch to my
mother's runs between two train stations and
because of an arrangement with the Govern-
ment, I use the same ticket that I bought for the
train ride. Obviously, there is some arrange-
ment between the Government and the private
operator with regard to ticketing. My mother,
who is a pensioner, rides on private buses and
on the Government train and receives the same
pensioner benefits on both. I do not suggest
that that privatisation for one moment has
stifled people in those areas. It has not shut
people in their homes. Nor has it shut people in
their homes in New South Wales where a large
number of privately-operated buses run. We
therefore do not have to go overseas to look for
successful privately-owned transport oper-
ations. The experience in those States seem-s to
be that the State benefits and the people benefit
and the two work well together.

Hon. J. M. Berinson: Are those private bus
services subsidised? I do not know which ser-
vice you are talking about but I would be pre-
pared to wager that they are.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: I cannot give an answer
about all of the arrangements. However, if the
MTT could not provide a service in this State,
it would be very easy to allow someone with a
couple of mini buses, for instance, to extend a
service to five or six small communities outside
the metropolitan area. It might be possible for
the Government to advertise for people to pro-
vide that service. A person may offer to do it
for a fee, in which case it would be subsidised
because there may not be a huge demand for
public transport in those areas.

Hon. J. M. Berinson: What is the difference
between running the services and subsidising a
private operator? I could understand the
proposition if it were commercial; but if it were
not, what would be the point?

Hon. P. H. WELLS: The Victorian Govern-
ment has decided not to take over those ser-
vices, as has the New South Wales Government

which has been at it a while longer. I suggest
there is quite a big difference. Fletcher Jones,
for instance, when it began its operation in
Warrnambool in Victoria, decided to allow its
staff to participate in the business. The staff
made contributions to the business and shared
in the results. The people working for Fletcher
Jones had a different attitude to their work and
therefore produced good results.

I suggest that a person who runs a bus route
privately would do so more economically and
would have less trouble with unions. I use as an
example of my point the strike recently by bus
drivers attached to the Joondalup depot. That
strike by a few people caused great incon-
venience to the public.

It is beyond the resources of the MTT to
provide services to the outer suburbs of Perth. I
continually receive complaints from communi-
ties about the lack of services in the newer
areas of Perth. I know that the MTT would like
to place a service in these areas but it does not
have the resources. The cost is quite
astronomical. In fact, if I understood the fig-
ures correctly, the cost of increasing the ser-
vices to the outer northern suburbs is some-
thing in excess of$lI million.

Many private operators in the metro-
politan area provide school bus services and
those buses sit idle for the better part of the
day. I have received many complaints from
people about there not being a bus service for
the east-west sections of the northern suburbs.
These people are not provided with an MTT
service to travel to shopping centres or to the
beach. Perhaps there is a case to deregulate the
transport system, particularly buses, in this
State. The school bus operators may find them-
selves in the position to operate services which
are required by the people in between their
school commitments. These people will find
their vehicles will be put to better use and they
will receive a better return. The fear campaign
surrounding this matter is unwarranted. I use
as a parallel the school contract cleaning
system. I am not suggesting that the Govern-
ment withdraw some of its MTT services, but
consideration must be given to providing a
more realistic service in the northern suburbs.

Figures can be obtained to prove that when
the previous Liberal Government introduced
the contract cleaning system for schools it
saved thousands of taxpayers' dollars. Those
figures are well documented and can be proved.
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A person who has a small business does not
have the same problems as a person who has a
large business. The larger a business becomes
the more inefficiencies occur. A person who
works for himself achieves a higher production
level. Small business is the largest employer of
labour in this State. It has been demonstrated
that the introduction of private cleaning con-
tractors to State schools has resulted in a great
saving. The same situation applies in other
States and to other situations. The arguments
against deregulating certain Government ser-
vices are not valid.

I have been interested to hear the arguments
which have been advanced by the Government
at different times about standardisation. Often
when Bills are being debated the suggestion is
put forward by the Government that we should
standardise certain things because it will result
in more efficiency. I refer members to one area
about which I have to smile because the
Government has forgotten all about standardis-
ation.

I realise that the proceeds from the "Great
Plate Auction" went towards road safety. West-
emn Australia followed Victoria in regard to this
auction. The plates used at the auction would
have been taken or donated from people who
felt they no longer had a need for the plates
because the Government was updating the ve-
hicle registration numberplate system. It was
fortunate for the Government that it was able
to conduct this auction because it raised a great
deal of money.

As well as the "Great Plate Auction", we
have had the innovation of personali sed blue
registration plates. However, these plates are
not as lucrative in terms of raising funds.

I refer members to an advertisement which
appeared on page 32 of The Western Madl and
which stated that a person can now put his
name on a numberplate. Either the person's
first name, surname or nickname can be used.
The only restriction is that only eight charac-
ters can be used. If someone wants a
personalised numberplate he can apply for it
provided the name he uses consists of no more
than eight letters and that it has not been used
before.

The advertisement stated that each plate
would be the only one of its kind. For instance
one will see only one "Tom" plate, one "Dick"
plate or one "Harry" plate. It states that a bal-
lot will be held if more than one application is
received for the same name. It further states
that for such exclusive plates one could name

his own price and that the cost would be $500;
it could well be the Christmas present one is
looking for. The plates can be resold at any
time. It is an interesting innovation. On top of
that we have yellow registration plates that
show the vehicle is registered in Western
Australia; we have yellow registration plates
with "State of Excitement" on them and we
have yellow plates which state that WA is the
"Home of the America's Cup". We also have
white registration plates with black lettering,
the old plates with a black background with
white lettering, and the old personalised regis-
tration plates. On top of that, there are regis-
tration plates for country areas which identify
the area in which the owner of the vehicle re-
sides. This is one area in which standardis-
ation-whether rightly or wrongly-has been
thrown out of the window and people have
great difficulty ascertaining whether a vehicle is
a Western Australian vehicle. We have adopted
a policy that a person can use whatever regis-
tration plate he desires.

Speaking about registration plates brings me
to the Mitchell and Kwinana Freeways. On 20
March 1985 I asked a question in this House
about the need for a review of the speed limit
on the freeways. My question was based on a
report I had examined about the Victorian free-
way system, which recommended that people
should be able to drive their vehicles in excess
of 100 kilometres per hour on the freeway. At
the time,' the speed limit on the New South
Wales freeways was 120 kilometres per hour.

The day after I asked that question in this
House the RAC came out in support of a re-
view of the speed limit on the freeway and the
following week the Wanneroo Chamber of
Commerce came out in support of it. Within a
week of my asking that question in this House
Channel 7 or Channel 9 had a news item which
showed police attending meetings to discuss
the need for a review of the speed limit on the
Mitchell Freeway. I have not seen the results of
that review and I am under the impression that
the matter is still being considered.

Iam amazed at the lack of interest shown by
the Government in this matter. I cannot under-
stand the justification for the speed limit on the
freeway being 80 kilometres per hour while on
Wanneroo Road, north of Gnangara Road, the
speed limit is the same, despite the fact that
private driveways enter the road. Several cross-
walks and stop signs have been removed for
safety reasons to create a freeway system. That
road, with all its hazards, has the same speed
limit as the Mitchell Freeway which cost
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millions of dollars to build. I am amazed that
the Government has spent so long investigating
this subject to ascertain whether an increased
speed limit is warranted on freeways. The
Government is dillydallying about that subject
in the same way as it is dillydallying about a
number of other decisions.

The Government has turned its back on
groups such at the Osborne Park and Balcatta
Businessmens Association's request for signs to
identify the industrial areas of Osborne Park
and Balcatta; and it has ignored my suggestion
as to the nedd suburban names as well as street
names on the freeway. Members who have
been elsewhere will know that those are used by
a large number of other States and are worthy
of consideration by the Mains Road Depart-
ment.

A matter which receives a lot of attention in
the Press and causes costly work in my elector-
ate is that of traffic problems associated with
schools, especially primary schools which have
pre-primary centres attached. At a recent meet-
ing with teachers in my electorate, an officer
from the local shire indicated that it had made
reports which showed that 80 per cent of the
schools in the area had that problem. If one
wishes to build a shop or a church, or any other
building development within the metropolitan
area, a need is created for parking facilities,
and the standard laws of that area will require
that parking facilities be provided. That is
enforced rigidly, and l am reminded of the case
of a church group that was told it could not
proceed to build its manse until it had
completed the number of parking bays required
under the building by-laws. However, unlike
any other development, Government buildings
such as schools do not have to pay heed to this
consideration, and a traffic problem is thereby
created. The Government makes no provision
for the large numbers of parents who bring
their children to and from school. The schools
are faced with a continuing problem because
the Education Department says it is the prob-
lem of the shires, while the shires say it is an
Education Department matter.

The only sign of relief is the combination of
funds provided to allow a small embayment
parking area. I believe the problem must be
addressed at the planning stage and recognition
must be given to the fact that we live in a
car-orientated society and should not turn a
blind eye and pass our responibilities to the
local ratepayers. It a Government creates a
school and a need for parking or for the setting

down and picking up of children, it should ac-
cept that responsibility just as any other busi-
ness or service in the community does.

Voluntary organisations such as churches,
the Red Cross Society, the Salvation Army, and
the Society of St Vincent de Paul work for the
community, but if they erect a building to ser-
vice their operations they are required, under
the local government by-laws, to put in parking
bays; yet the Government turns a blind eye
because it is the Government and does not
have to meet the requirements of local govern-
ment authorities.

The final subject I wish to refer to is the
recent achievement of the City of Wanneroo in
being the thirteenth area in Western Australia
to become a city. It was a pleasure as one of the
members representing the area to be present at
a number of functions held when the Shire of
Wanneroo became a city.

Wanneroo is the fastest growing local govern-
ment area in Western Australia, and probably
in Australia. That is a result of the corridor
system and, perhaps as planners say, the failure
of that system to control where people develop.
It has achieved spacious development across a
wide area and there are problems and pressures
associated with such areas, where a total com-
munity is created, to provide the normal ser-
vices.

Halls, which are used by large numbers of
groups, cannot be built in every area because
there are not the resources to pay for them. Yet
the development system creates a need for
these halls, which should be built before the
community moves there. For instance, young
families moving into these areas have children
and the local schools do not provide enough
facilities for pre-primary centres for the
younger children, and there are no halls for
kindergartens. This need cannot be met by the
local government authority alone.

There should be serious consideration of
meeting the needs of these growing areas and
assisting them to establish such facilities earlier
than is normally achieved, even if it means
advancing Loan Funds to be repaid by future
generations after the facilities have been estab-
lished. Certainly, in the early periods of devel-
opment of these areas it is almost impossible,
with the small numbers of groups that require
them, for the local council to justify building
such services as are provided in more heavily
populated areas. I hope that in the years to
come Governments will give serious consider-
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ation to the need to provide some assistance to
areas developing on the outer perimeter of the
metropolitan area.

The Bill before us is the Loan Bill. I believe it
deserves the support of this Chamber and
therefore I support the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without de-

bate, reported without amendment, and the re-
port adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon.

J. M. Berinson (Minister for Budget Manage-
ment), and passed.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND) BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from 20 November.
HON. G. C. MacKINNON (South-West)

[9.56 p.m.]: My purpose for rising is to ask
Hon. Des Dans, in his capacity as Minister for
Tourism, a few questions. I began my investi-
gation after reading an article in The West
Australian headed "WA fails to win any tourist
award". The article reports Eddie Watling, the
General Manager of the Western Australian
Tourism Commission, as making an apology
for the commission for not having put in any
nomination for the new national tourism
awards. The awards Were instigated by Mr
Brown, the Federal Minister for Sport, Rec-
reation and Tourism in the Federal sphere. We
simply did not do any good.

Hon. D. K. Dans: Ours weren't good enough.
Hon. 0. C. MacINNON: I hope Mr Dans.

will save his answers until later so that he can
give me cogent and reasoned answers to my
several queries about the commission.

The Department of Tourism, at every func-
tion it went to from one end of Australia to the
other, used to carry off virtually every award;
the situation now is that the commission could
not nominate any industry operation in this
State that was good enough to win an award. I
found that quite alarming. As a result, I started
to ask some questions. One of the first things I
did was call for the 1985 annual report of the
Tourism Commission. My surprise at finding
that I could not get such a report can be
imagined. The report was supposed to be sub-

mitted in June. We have seen July, August,
September, October and most of November go
by without seeing it. I have been around long
enough to know that annual reports are fre-
quently late, but this organisation is new and is
supposed to be enthusiastic.

The commission has a brand new messiah in
the person of Brett Goodridge, who moved
virtually everybody with any experience side-
ways out of the organisation. Yet five minutes
later we find that there is no report. This com-
mission was established by a newly incoming
Labor Government which put the Leader of the
Legislative Council, Mr Dans, in charge of it.
Everyone with any experience was virtually
pushed out of the commission because they
were not considered good enough, yet the
newly established commission has still not sub-
mitted its 1984-85 annual report. Therefore, I
made some inquiries.

The first thing I heard about was a bit of a
show held in the south-west a week or so ago. I
think Mr Dans was there for a little while. I
gather nobody stayed long enough for the din-
ner that night. Mr Goodridge apparently
wagged his finger at them and alienated every-
body in the tourism field in the south-west by
telling them they had to do as they were told. I
did not mind that, because sometimes these
people can be quite exasperating. But I asked
what had happened to the 1985 report. I was
alarmed at the sorts of veiled answers, the in-
nuendos and the rumours that started to flow
from the query. I am asking Mr Dans to tell me
the truth of the situation.

Hon. D. K. Dans: If you sit down, I will.
Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I will sit down in

a little while.
Hon. D. K. Darts: Let me rephrase it: When

you sit down, I will tell you.
Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: That is all right.
The key seems to be that at the end of the

annual report for 1983-84 is a section which
reads-

Report of the Auditor General for West-
ern Australia

The accounts of the Western Australia
Tourism Commission have been audited
for the period January 1 1984 to June 30
1984 and were found to be in order.

In my opinion:
(i) the Income and Expenditure

Statement, Balance Sheet and
Statement of Source and Appli-
cation of Funds, together with notes
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to and forming part of the financial
statements submitted by the com-
mission are properly drawn up so as
to fairly present the financial
transactions for the period and the
financial position of the Com-
mission at June 30 1984.

(ii) the controls exercised by the Com-
mission are adequate to provide
reasonable assurance that the re-
ceipt, expenditure and investment
of moneys and the acquisition and
disposal of assets have been in ac-
cordance with the Western
Australian Tourism Commission
Act 1983.

W. F. ROLSTON,
Auditor General,
November 1 1984.

When I started to make some inquiries I was
told, to my absolute consternation, that there
was a rumour around that Mr Rolston felt it
would be inappropriate for him to sign such a
certificate at present. I wonder whether-when
1 sit down and at an appropriate time-Mr
Dans will tell me whether that rumour is true.
If it is true, it would certainly be alarming in
view of the debate over the last couple of weeks
which was the culmination of two years of
questioning by Hon. Norman Moore.

I do not know whether Mr Rolston has found
it difficult to sign the certificate, but I wonder
whether there is any truth in the rumour. I
asked why Mr Rolston might be reluctant to
sign the certificate. After a lot of talk and refer-
ence to this and that, I was told that perhaps I
should look at the Western Australian Tourism
Commission Act and think about the structure
of the commission. So I went away and thought
about its structure.

What is the structure of the WA Tourism
Commission? There is Basil Atkinson-

Hon. A. A. Lewis interjected.
Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I am just asking

questions. They are so complex that I found it
impossible to frame the necessary questions as
questions without notice.

In any case Mr Dans is tremendously busy
towards the end of the session and I was not
sure that he would be able to answer my query
in that situation. I thought it better to tackle it
in this way.

Mr Basil Atkinson is acting chairman at a
salary of approximately $ 30 000 a year; he is a
man of experience who learnt his

administration skills working for the Liberal
Party and he was very good at his job. He was
the officer who kept the records on the oc-
casion of my endorsement for the Liberal Party
in 1954. That is a coincidence of course, but I
have some feeling of friendship for Mr
Atkinson because of that. It happened many
years ago, I was 36 years old at the time, and
was young, vigorous, and full of zeal,

Hon. N. F. Moore: And virile!
Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I do not think

there is anything remarkable about being virile.
Mr Atkinson subsequently learnt a great deal

about tourism when he was a member of the
Commonwealth Tourism Commission for a
number of years. He knows his business.

I decided to check the Act to ascertain
whether the position was allowed for under the
provisions of the Act. The Act states that-

"Chairman" means the person
appointed under section 12 to be Chair-
man and chief executive officer of the
Commission and includes a person acting
in the office of chairman;

1 do not know why Mr Atkinson has been
appointed as the acting chairman rather than
chairman.

I looked at the Press clippings I had and I
discovered that Mr Watling was genera! man-
ager. I checked the Act to find Out if reference
was made to a general manager and I found
that it was accounted for in section 17 which
states-

17. (1) Subject to this Act, the Com-
mission may, from time to time, employ a
General Manager and such other persons
as it considers necessary to enable the
Commission to carry out its objects.

It also states-
(2) The General Manager shall act as

Secretary to the Commission and, in ad-
dition to perforning the other functions
assigned to him by the Commission, has
while the office of Chairman is vacant or
the Chairman is absent from duty or is for
any reason unable to perform his duties, all
the powers, duties and functions of the
Chairman in his capacity as the chief
executive officer of the Commission only.

It is fairly obvious that when the Legislative
Assembly and the Legislative Council of this
Parliament arced to this legislation, which was
subsequently signed by the Governor, the gen-
eral manager was scheduled to be the chief
executive officer. I would like the Minister to
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tell me whether my supposition is correct in
that regard. The Act makes allowance for a
chairman, which position has been temporarily
filled by the acting chairman, Mr Atkinson; it
allows for the position of general manager,
which position is filled by Eddie Watling; and
the structure of the commission then flows
under those officers.

Where does Mr Brett Goodridge fit in? I
know that he fits in as a friend of Brian Burke's
and that he met and educated Mr Burke with
regard to tourism on a trip east on an aero-
plane. That is the story which has been
recounted.

Hon. D. K. Bans: It is a good story but it is
not true.

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: It has been
recounted with pride by the Treasurer on a
number of occasions. It has been reported but
never contradicted. It appears that the total
knowledge of the Treasurer on tourism flows
from a conversation with Mr Brett Goodridge
on an aeroplane ride east. I take it they were
travelling in the first-class cabin and were sup-
ping some good scotch and caviar.

Hon. D. K. Bans: You don't think the
Treasurer drinks, do you?

Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: No, I know he
would not have been drinking scotch; he would
have been drinking soda water. However, that
has been my experience on trips east because I
usually sip a whisky or two, as the Minister
well knows because he has shared one or two
glasses with me. I have no objection to that and
we have both enjoyed them.

Mr Goodridge was apparently so impressive
that the Government pushed everybody else
out of the department and put him in charge. I
looked in the Act for some reference to his
position. Is it managing director?

Hon. B. K. Bans: You tell me.
Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: I ask the Minister

to make a note of that position. The only thing
Mr Goodridge has become famous for to date
is the production of some honey. I finally
sighted some of that honey the other day and
honourable members would never guess where.
I brought this matter to the attention of the
House in a speech I made a couple of years ago.
It was finally reported as a major discovery by
The West Australian two months after I made
my speech. Of all places, I discovered some of
that honey at the Margaret River Show. It was
on a little stall manned by local people who
were making a few bob for the local kindergar-
ten or primary school. Mr Goodridge must

have flogged some of this special honey, which
is sold in cardboard cartons containing five
small jars of south-west honey.

I do not want to get involved in that scandal
which has been glossed over by the Labor
Government. Not one member of the Labor
Party has raised the matter in Caucus because
otherwise a few beads would have rolled or the
Labor Party would have clubbed together to
buy the lot in order to avoid a scandal.

I went through the Act trying to find pro-
vision for the position of managing director.
Let us not forget that we are looking for the
reason why Mr Rolston has not signed the final
page of the 1985 annual report. He did sign the
annual report for 1984. 1 am asking why he has
not signed the 1985 annual report and I have
come up against the argument all the time that
Mr Rolston feels himself unable to sign the
necessary certificate. There is a suspicion that
the reason he cannot sign it is that Mr
Goodridge is illegally employed.

I suggest he is receiving a massive salary in
excess of $60 000, which is similar to the salary
of a Minister, not that of an ordinary, poor,
benighted, private member. He is receiving a
fantastic income and his sole claim to fame is
that he convinced the Treasurer on a trip east
that he knew something about tourism. I
searched the Act for reference to the position of
managing director and, surprise, surprise, there
is no such animal. He is ultra wires the Act. I
suggest that any member as perspicacious as
Jim Brown would have had our guts for garters
if, when he was in Opposition, he bad found
that the Government had done something like
that.

Several members interjected.
Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: He would have

killed us. I thank Mr Williams for that interjec-
tion. I can imagine Mr Berinson enjoying a
two-hour legal discussion with Mr Medcalf. I
listened to Mr Dowding and almost interjected
to say that if he stood on tiptoe he could have
seen across the level of the pavement.

Hon. D. K. Bans: That is not very nice.

Several members interjected.

Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: We would have
heard for hours about how reprehensible we
were, but here the commission is employing a
fellow on the strength of a conversation during
an air trip.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: You reckon you know
all the facts, I suppose.

4909



4910 [COUNCIL]

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: He has not done a
darned thing for tourism that I have heard
about.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: You must go around
with your ears shut.

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I live in the
middle of the most prolific tourist destination
in Western Australia.

Hon. D. K. Dans: Margaret River!

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I live half-way
between Mandurah and Margaret River. I
know all the people in the tourist industry. I
know what Mr Goodridge did to the 30 tourist
people at the conference last week when he
waggled his finger.

Hon. D. K. Dans: There were more than 30.

Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: I am being con-
servative; I am a conservative member.

Hon. D. K. Dans: I realise that.

Hon. G. C. MacKJNNON: I am asking you
to protect me from interjections by Mr Dans,
Mr President, because I want Mr Dans to
answer me reasonably and intelligently when I
finish my speech and tell me, for the sake of the
people of Western Australia, whether all these
rumours about Mr Rolston's lack of ability to
sign the 1985 report are true.

On page 13 of the Act I came across section
17, subsection (5), which says that the com-
mission may from time to time, on the
recommendation of the Public Service Board,
classify the positions to be held by employees
of the commission and define the duties to be
performed by the respective holders of those
positions. That means that it could invent a
position, and the position it could invent might
be that of managing director, which I under-
stand is the designation of Mr Goodridge. I
took professional advice and asked a com-
petent person well qualified to answer.

Several members interjected.

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: The National
Party is an excrescence on the body politic. its
members cannot make intelligent comments.
When they have learnt a little about politics,
then they can say the odd thing which may
affect their betters.

Several members interjected.
Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: I took pro-

fessional advice. I asked if the subsection auth-
orised the commission to appoint a managing
director, and I was told it did not.

Hon. D. K. Dans: You probably went to the
wrong legal advisers. Your memory is becom-
ing very dull.

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Mr President,
will you please protect me from Mr Dans? I am
having a lot of trouble.

The PRESIDENT: I have come to know very
well the extent of the protection that the
honourable member needs. When it reaches
that stage he will get it.

Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: Thank you very
much. It seems I shall have to battle on and
protect myself. I shall have to raise my voice.

Hon. D. K. Dans: No you won't. I shall not
interject at all.

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Perhaps Mr Dans
will give me an answer.

Hon. D. K. Dans: My memory might have
dulled by the time you have finished your ram-
bling.

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I do not believe
there is a proper answer to the question. I be-
lieve no position of managing director is al-
lowed for in the Act. I believe Mr Goodridge
has been appointed ultra vires the Act. There is
no proper authority for Mr Goodridge to hold
the position he holds. In those circumstances it
is not surprising that Mr Rolston, the Auditor
General, would find himself in an invidious
position if he were asked to sign the docu-
ments. I am asking Hon. Mr Dans if that is
true.

I have been handed the second report of the
Auditor General, I am not quite sure why. It
contains the necessary financial statements
which really do not alter the fact that there is
no annual report for 1985. Rumour has it that
the Government has not brought forward the
necessary amending Bill and Mr Rolston is re-
luctant to sign the necessary documents. I am
asking Mr Dans if it is possible to do that.

The meeting of the Standing Committee on
Government Agencies-has been cancelled in
case we are too late tonight! Nevertheless, be-
cause Mr Hetherington and other members of
the Labor Party resigned from that com-
mittee-

Hon. J. M. Brown: That is not true.

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON:-! find I am a
member of that committee, reluctantly. Mem-
bers will appreciate my reluctance when they
remember that I opposed even the formation of
that committee.
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Nevertheless, finding myself on the com-
mittee, I have a big advantage in that I am now
in a position to bring a Government agency,
the Tourism Commission, to the attention of
that committee. If the Minister does not give
me the factual situation, I gather we can de-
mand some satisfaction there.

Hon. D. K. Dans: You sound like a dueller,
don't you?

Several members interjected.
Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Hon. Jim Brown,

Hon. Kay Hallahan, and Hon. Bob
Hetherington have been forced off the com-
mittee.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: That is rubbish.
Hon. J. M. Brown: You are not being fair on

that.
Several members interjected.
Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I know they

enjoyed the committee. The committee was
establishing a very good reputation for itself.
But I was in a position of having to eat humble
pie because I had opposed its formation. Now,
because those members were caucused off the
committee, I find myself forced into being on
it.

Hon. D. K. Dans: I hope you are not being
disruptive.

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I am now in the
position of being able to use that very com-
mittee to investigate a problem of mismanage-
ment by the Government.

Had those members only had the nerve and
courage to stay on the committee, I could not
have done that, but now I can. I do not expect
to have to take that step because I expect Mr
Dans to be able to give me a perfectly satisfac-
tory answer.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: This is the Liberal
Party's week for threats.

Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: I could not bear
that interjection above the clicking of the knit-
ting needles.

Hon. A. A. Lewis: And she's just dropped a
stitch.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon. D. J.
Wordsworth): Order!

Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: I am incensed at
the levity in the Chamber, because this is a
matter of great seriousness. Very good officers
who worked under me for three years were
ruthlessly destroyed to make way for this fellow
Goodridge and to establish the Tourism Com-
mission. I do not see that any great work has

been done. A lot of money has been spent and a
lot of propaganda has been put about. Maybe
things will all work out when the advantages of
the America's Cup start to flow. But I do not
see any better caravan parks in the south-west.
I do not see any greater extension of the tourist
season in the south-west. I do not sense any
greater satisfaction among people in the indus-
try. My office in Bunbury is opposite the Rose
Hotel where most of the tourist buses pull in,
and I have not seen a greater load of tourists
coming through.

I do not see an annual report for 1985 from
the Tourism Commission. Is it true we do not
have a report because of the inadequacies in
the commission's management, in its appoint-
ments, and in its amendments of the Act? Is it
true we do not see the report because it is im-
possible for the Tourism Commission to com-
ply with the proper business and audit require-
ments because some appointments have been
made ultra vires the Act? Is it true the Govern-
ment has considered the matter to be of such
negligible importance, to be such a contempt-
ible thing, that it has not bothered to bring in a
minor amendment to correct the Situation and
establish a position of managing director so Mr
Goodridge can be properly classified and prop-
erly paid his very high salary as managing di-
rector?

I hope I have made my questions clear and
simple enough for the Minister to understand. I
hope I have made them clear and simple
enough for his adviser sitting out in the office
to write them down and provide proper and
cogent advice for the Minister.

I consider myself to be fortunate, because
had Mr Hetherington, Mr Brown, and Mrs
Hallahan not withdrawn from the committee, I
would not be in a position to take further steps
in order to obtain further detailed information
which might be necessary.

I support the Appropriation (Consolidated
Revenue Fund) Bill for 1985.

HON. D. K. DANS (South Metropolitan-
Leader of the House) [10.29 p.mn.]: Many years
ago I used to attend lectures given by a Pro-
fessor Cameron, and one of the things he
taught us was that when we were going to make
a speech the first thing we should write was the
end of it. Over the years I have noticed that Mr
MacKinnon is like a hoop running down hill-
somehow he can never round off a speech and
just goes on and on. He is a bit like a troupe of
rocking horses galloping like hell and getting
nowhere. I am a very great supporter of Mr
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MacKinnon. He is not all that much older than
I am but I hope that when I reach his age my
mind is not as addled as his is.

If he casts his mind back to a time not very
long ago he should know that some of the ques-
tions he was asking tonight were answered in
the Parliament, together with legal verification.
I am not going to jog his memory any further
and he can research in Hansard to find those
answers for himself.

He spoke firstly about the nominations for
the 1985 tourism awards. I was disappointed
that we did not gain an award, but whose fault
is that? Is it the Tourism Commission's fault?
It encouraged, it advertised, it made money
available, it did a number of things to find
projects that might be nominated for an award.
I have seen some very fine tourism films and
promotional material made in WA but
unfortunately, as I understand it, some of that
material simply was not entered. The tourism
industry is a private enterprise operation and
perhaps it is up to the industry to decide
whether the industry itself failed to live up to
its reputation.

The 1985 annual report of the Tourism Com-
mission was delivered to my office this after-
noon. I hope Hon. Graham Mac~innon is
listening, because the weasels, the incom-
petents who continually pass these things on to
him are well known to me and in due course
will be dealt with. One person who is receiving
a very high salary for doing exactly nothing
should be the last person in the world to mis-
lead the hionourable member, because the mis-
leading information he gives him is a mark of
his own incompetence.

The 1985 report was delivered to my office
this afternoon when I was on my way back
from Pinjarra. As members know, I arrived
back some time after 6.00 p.m. As I understand
it, the report has been fully certified by the
Auditor General. The person who told Mr
MacICinnon these things is incompetent. I
know who it is. Heb is receiving money under
false pretences, but that will not last all that
much longer. That informant is hoping we will
lose the next election and he will be restored to
some position of authority in the industry.

Just in passing I mention that when I was at
Pinjarra today I spoke with a number of
bookies in the committee room, and I can tell
members opposite that the Opposition is at
very long odds. I am not a betting man, but I

know these people know how to make a buck.
They do not give long odds when the horse is
eating the right kind of chaff!

It is not a matter of whether I like Mr
Goodridge, or whether Mr McKenzie likes Mr
Good ridge, or whether Mr Lewis dislikes Mr
Goodridge, or whether Mr MacKinnon dislikes
Mr Goodridge. The fact is that Mr Goodridge
was properly appointed, and that has been
reported to the House previously. That has
been verified not only by our own legal officers
in the Crown Law Department but also by the
commission's legal advisers--I think it is
Parker and Parker.

Mr MacKin non's long rambling speech
revolved around three things. The first was that
we did not win an award at the tourism award
presentations in Melbourne. The second was
whether an annual report had been prepared by
the commission and checked by the Auditor
General. Strangely enough the information was
in my office long before I knew any of this was
coming up. I had been chasing the matter
along. I will probably bring it along tomorrow.
If it is fully printed, the member can have it.

Was Mr Goodridge properly appointed? I as-
sure members of this House that he was. If
members of the Opposition, Hon. Graham
MacKinnon in particular, acting on his own,
want to spend some money they can go and
find that out. They will find it to be a hopeless
waste of money. The honourable member took
some advice today from Minnie Mouse, or per-
haps he was playing lawyer. A person who is his
own lawyer has a fool for a client, and I suspect
that that is the situation in which he placed
himself. The member quoted from the wrong
part of the Act. He should have quoted from
section 17 (1) which deals with employees and
staff of the commission. I do not know which
adviser the member approached, but I would
suggest the member should sack him. That sec-
tion reads as follows-

Subject to this Act, the Commission
may, from time to time, employ a General
Manager and such other persons as it con-
siders necessary to enable the Commission
to carry out its objects.

That is very plain. Even I can understand it,
and that is amazing.

Hon. G. E. Masters: It must be clear then.

Hon. D. K, DANS: Section 20 deals with
professional or technical assistance and it reads
as follows-
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The Commission may engage persons on
a casual basis or under contract for ser-
vices to provide professional, technical or
other assistance.

On reading those two sections there is really no
need for me to reply to this debate because the
matter has been kicked around for so long that
the cover of the football has been kicked off.

Recently a Press release by the Premier and
me received widespread publicity. It dealt with
the magnificent performance of the Tourism
Commission this year.

It was only by coincidence that this morning
I went to the Ansett International Hotel to at-
tend the tourism investment seminar. Such is
the interest that the Tourism Commission has
whipped up that 90 people had applied to at-
tend the seminar and only 70 were allowed to
attend. Twenty applicants had to be turned
away. With one exception, all sections of the
tourism industry are very happy-

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: They are not, you
know, Mr Dans.

I-on. D. K. DANS: It is a changing situation.
Let me give members an indication. A rep-
resentative from WATIA came to see me-

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The internal ones
are very unhappy.

Hon. D. K. DANS: I attended a luncheon the
other day with all the tourism operators.

Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon. You are talking
about the George Booths of this world.

Hon. D. K. DANS: lust a moment. Mostly
independent tourist operations or the people
forming the domestic market were represented.
We must understand that most of our tourism
industry is generated, domestically, and those
operators were more than happy with the situ-
ation. in fact a representative of the Western
Australian Tourism Industry Association came
to see me earlier this year and said, "Look, we
haven't got enough money, Mr Dans, to set up
our own organisation. We need some money
because we want to be able to get back and talk
about things with the commission." 1 said,
"Okay, how much do you need?"

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: $ 130 000!
Hon. D. K. DAMS: They said, "About

$80 000."
Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You gave them

$130 000.
Hon. D. K. DANS: I said, "We will have a

look at the matter because you have a good
case. If you want to fit in with today's

high-tech, well-managed and well-run Tour-ism
Commission, you need to bring yourselves up
to scratch." I made arrangements for them to
receive $80 000, and they were staggered. They
were staggered to the extent that they wrote to
me a beautiful letter and they sent $40 000
back!

Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: They tell me they
are going to canonise you now.

Hon. D. K. DAN S: That is right, and later I
will be beatified! They returned $40 000. At all
the tourism meetings or seminars I have
attended since taking over the Tourism port-
folio-while Mr Burke did a good job, I was
able to do a much better job because I was able
to devote More time to tourism-it was evident
that the tourism industry was doing extremely
well.

The recent conference in Busselton was ex-
cellent. I travelled to Bunbury to have lunch at
the request of the Chamber of Commerce and,
holy mackerel, I thought I was going to be
sanctified there because the person making the
speech eulogised-

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: If you give $ 80 000
to everybody who asks for it, it is no wonder.

Hon. D. K. DANS: No, we do not just give
$80 000 to everybody. These people gave
$40 000 back. These are the people that the
member says are bitching.

A couple of years ago Bunbury was con-
sidered to be a walled city with a moat around
it. That situation has changed because of the
Government's initiatives and the actions of the
Chamber of Commerce. I discovered the other
day at the Lighthouse Inn that the whole
situation had changed. I felt embarrassed be-
cause the speakers at the lunch eulogised the
Government. I promised to do something for
them, Mr MacKin non, and I hope when the
member is retired he will assist me to help
them. The member knows what I am talking
about.

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You might give me
a job?

Hon. D. K. DANS: I might even give the
member a job. He would be entitled to a job.
Following that matter on a bit further, I am
trying to explain what the Tourism Com-
mission is doing. With some encouragement
from the Tourism Commission, a tourist bu-
reau was set up in the Lower Chittering Valley.
The local people were thrilled at the amount of
money they received. It was not millions of
dollars, but every time a dollar is put into the
tourism area it does not come out again. It goes
in and it stays there.

4913



4914 COUNCIL]

Mr Deputy President (IHon. D. J,
Wordsworth), you would know about the
Wagin ram, that fine fibreglass ram. It is
nothing like the structure in Goulburn, the
huge ram that was produced there. It is nothing
like the Eiffel Tower or the Vatican, but it is
sufficient to bring tourists into Wagin to photo-
graph the ram and to have a cup of coffee or
tea. It would bring roughly $3 000 or $4 000
into Wagin. The people are very happy about
that, as are the people of Chittering; and this is
due to the encouragement of the Tourism Com-
mission.

I am now talking about the tourism operators
that Mr MacKinnon says the Government is
neglecting. Mr Gayfer could not attend-I rec-
ognise that fact; in fact I included him every
time I spoke-but I opened a caravan park in
Wickepin. The local people were very grateful
for the support given by the Tourism Com-
mission to encourage -regional tourism. I am
sure that that Caravan park will receive the sup-
port of people who have leisure time and
simply go down to see Albert Facey's birthplace
and the house where he lived. Not satisfied
with opening only one caravan park, because of
all the encouragement that this "bad" com-
mission is giving, I then moved into Yealering,
and opened one there. I was talking to Pro-
fessor Webb there. I thought it was rather
strange that he had a house there. He was one
of my son's university tutors. H-e told me he
was retiring and would live there because the
lake had some unique features which he had
been studying. He said, "Des, we have been
after this caravan park for years and years and
years, even at the time when Graham
MacKinnon was Minister for Tourism. He
would not listen to us."

Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: He never came near
me.

Bon. D. K. DANS: I am only telling the
member what he said, He said, "Graham is a
very good friend of mine."

I said if he was a friend of Mr MacKinnon
what chance did he have with the people in the
Liberal Party who were not his friends? All
jokes aside, these things are in place and Hon.
Graham MacKinnon knows as well as I do that
dame rumour is a very dangerous girlfriend to
dance with.

Only by chance, when I came here tonight,
there was a message on my table saying that the
report was in the office. I agree with Mr
MacKinnon that one has to chase departments
for reports, not only the Tourism Commission.

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: When are you going
to chase Mr Rolston?

Hon. D. K. DANS: I was told the report is
there, properly documented and signed in
every aspect. If that is the case I will bring it
here tornorrow and lay it on the Table. If it is
not signed Mr MacKinnon, can kick my tender
rump.

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: My inquiries had
some effect.

Hon. D. K. DANS: I do not think so. I do not
think they could prepare a report that quickly. I
am very glad it has come through because I
have been chasing this report and a number of
others. With Mr MacKinnon's extensive ex-
perience as a Minister he knows, as he
mentioned to his credit, that late reports are
not unusual. I assure him the commission is
doing a very good job that is recognised by all
sections of the industry. It is reflected in the
great increase in tourist numbers, irrespective
of the America's Cup. We hope those figures
will continue to increase.

It is also reflected in the number of hotels
that are being built. Let me put to rest the idea
that the hotels are being built only for the
America's Cup. The people putting money into
those establishments are not foolish
businessmen. They know, as I know, the
America's Cup will have two peak periods-in
October, and possibly the last two or three
weeks of February. People would not be sink-
ing money into three, four, or five-star hotels
for a two Or three-week period. They know that
through the cooperation of the Australian
Tourism Commission and the private sector of
the tourism industry, inbound tourism is be-
coming a big thing. That is the aspect we are
pursuing, as distinct from the domestic market.

From my office I was able to go to Japan
instead of sitting on my hands-and I claim all
the credit-to get the first charter flight. We
will get the first scheduled flight in April with
Qantas in conjunction with Japan Airlines. I
hope we will be able to do other things. The
first flight of Thai International is scheduled,
and it has been to see me about an additional
flight. Singapore Airlines has put on a flight
and is looking for more. Malaysian Airlines is
soon to put on a flight, and there is a good
chance that Lufthansa and KLM will take up
the rights to Perth that they dropped some
years ago.

Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Promises, promises!

4914



[Thursday, 21 November 19851 91

Hon. D. K. DANS: All these things have
been done. Members opposite never got off
their backsides and arranged a charter flight.
We have increased the Tourism budget by 147
per cent-about $5 million-and Tourism has
gone from being a junior portfolio to a senior
portfolio because we realise the potential of
tourism, and that it will be our largest industry
by the year 2000. We know already it is fast
becoming the second industry in Western
Australia and Australia.

To return to the original question: Mr
Goodridge has been properly appointed. That
has been verified in this Parliament and by the
Government's own legal officers and the com-
mission's legal advisers. If it had not been so,
the Opposition's terriers, who are prepared to
tear up Mr Goodridge without looking at his
qualifications because he was an adviser to the
Premier, would have been hot on his heels for
some time rather than making an eleventh hour
attack.

The Tourism Commission is alive and well.
Mr Goodridge was properly appointed, and to
the best of my knowledge the commission's
1985 report is on my desk for me to read in the
morning. If it Is there and properly
authenticated it will be brought to the House. If
there is anything wrong with it I will seek leave
to make a ministerial statement at the opening
of the sitting and tell members opposite why
that is the ease.

HON. H. W. GAYFER (Central) [10.50
p.mn.]: Two nights ago when I was leaving this
House-or should I say two early mornings
ago-somebody remarked to me in the car
park that it was a beautiful night. it was; there
was not a cloud in the sky and it was quite
warm. It was one of those still nights when it
was good to be alive.

Hon. D. K. Dans: Every night is a good night
to be alive, especially when you consider the
alternative.

H-on. H. W. GAYFER: I suppose so. I had
not thought of it in that way. That same night,
over the hills, havoc was being wreaked the like
of which has not been experienced before by
those who were in the path of the thunder,
lightning, and storms which occurred in vari-
ous parts of the central wheat-belt. When we
got up the next morning, our phones began
ringing and we heard some oblique reference to

it on the radio. We could not believe it was
quite as bad as it was made out to be. Each and
every one of us who is associated with the land
is well versed in storms and knows they can hit
and be gone in a matter of an hour or two at the
most.

Most of the wheat-belt at present is just com-
mencing its harvest. Most of the central
wheat-belt has a crop to harvest, but it is not
quite as good as it experienced last year, and
perhaps it has been associated with a lot of
traumas during its growing period. That has
made this harvest rather special to the farmers.
The crops were good to look at although they
were not going to be the greatest, but it was
some reward for the farmers' endeavours dur-
ing the year. I suppose farmers generally look
to harvest time with a fresh degree of enthusi-
asm because harvesting means something.
They have had good and bad years to think
about, but each harvest does something to
them. It is the mere fact of reaping the grain
that lifts them and gives them enthusiasm to
look forward to Christmas, holidays, and
everything else that goes with it.

Who would have known that in a matter of a
few hours many of those poor devils who had
put machines in their paddocks would be look-
ing at the new morning and such devastation as
they had never seen before. It was not possible
for me to go into any of the areas yesterday, but
this morning Hon. Eric Chariton and I
chartered a plane and flew over many of the
areas that had been hit, particularly Mt
Marshall and the Mukinibudin Shire area. Time
did not permit both of us to cover the whole
terrain together, so we split our journey and I
got off at Bencubbin anid Mr Chariton flew to
Mukinbudin where he inspected some of the
area.

I have been a farmer for a long time and I
have seen and experienced a lot of these floods.
However, today in the Welbungin area, which
i s 10 to 15 kilomet res sout h-east of Bencubb in,
I saw devastation and heartbreak the like of
which I have never seen before. I have the ut-
most sympathy for the poor devils who are out
in that area at the moment wandering about
bewildered, and not quite knowing what to do.
Indeed, when one looks at the problem they
have to face and the work that now has to be
done, one can only sympathise with them be-
cause they are now in very dire straits. in some
areas south-east of Bencubbin an estimated
21 000 hectares have been affected by the
storm that went through. There are 14 farmers
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on properties in that area and it has been
estimated that each of those Canners will lose
$150 000 by way of lost harvest. That loss is
their entire reward for all the work they put in.
Not all of the crop was insured; some of it was
but most of it was not.

Most of the damage has been caused by
water and not by hail. Water damage is not
insurable. Nevertheless, until one looks at the
damage, one cannot imagine the venom with
which that storm must have hit Welbungin val-
ley. Apparently one farmer, who lives on a hill
not far from the affected area, looked out
across the region in the morning and he
estimated, by noting where the water lay and
referring to a lithograph, that there was
approximately 10 000 acres under water. That
is an enormous amount of land in an area
which encompasses 14 farmers' properties and
determines their livelihood in that particular
valley,

I believe-and I journeyed down this road
today-that about six to seven kilometres of
the main Mukinbudin High School bus route
was under water. All of this road was gutted
and most of it will have to be reformed. That
alone will cost an estimated $130 000. The dev-
astation to crops is such that there is literally
nothing left to harvest because where the hail
struck, the harvest was chopped into very small
lengths of about an inch high while the heads of
the grain have been pounded into the ground
There is no way a harvester or a header could
ever take such a field off.

The feed in the paddocks that were not in
Crop has gone. That means that the sheep will
be looking for feed for at least a fortnight until
some self-sown grasses appear. The farmers
have no feed to give them. Mile after mile of
fencing is lying under mounds of straw and
dirt. I can well imagine what a backbreaking
experience it will be to try to lift up the netting
to shake off the straw and dirt, and to try to get
it back into some semblance of fencing, if that
is possible-and a lot of it will not be. Mem-
bers with a rural background have all done such
work before and they will know what I am
talking about.

When one looks at the land, one can only see
the devastation that has taken place-the
gullying and the rilling, and the sheet erosion
that has been caused by masses of water pour-
ing over the surfaces at a fast rate, which has
taken a whole layer of topsoil away. One can
see thousands of hectares like that and one well
realises the damage that such a deluge of rain-

between 2 h inches and 4 / inches in half an
hour-can have on the land and the soil over
such a vast area.

Some of the crops were insured, but were
under-insured, and that is the fault of the in-
Surer. Nevertheless, I have sympathy for them
because I know it is not always possible to
know exactly what one's crop may be doing.
Many farmers had been harvesting only for a
day or two at the most. Some of them had
intended to increase then their insurance but
they had not, and that is their fault. Some, as I
said, had no insurance purely because they had
had quite a few years of drought in that area
and while they had a good year last year, the
cost of their cropping and then their insurance
would have become rather high. I suppose they
took the rather stupid gamble of trying to do
without insurance in an endeavour to try to
save money-but on the other hand such a
course is understandable.

I believe that the impact of this storm is such
that in many of those areas many farmers will
not be able to wear it financially. I will not say
that all of them will not be able to, but quite a
few will be unable to cope- Farmers tradition-
ally have a stoic attitude toward disasters and
life in general. I have known farmers as a breed
for many years and I know they can take all
sorts of devastation on the chin without
complaining. However, with the financial prob-
lems that the agricultural industry, particularly
in this area, is facing, farmers are taking this
one somewhat harder than the other disasters.
As I said before, the farmers in the Welbungin
area seem to be somewhat stunned in their atti-
tudes towards life and visitors, and generally
they just want to sit down and think, "What are
we going to do?" One farmer in particular to
whom I spoke said, "This is the end. I will have
to make a pretty quick decision." He is already
in deep financial debt and he simply does not
know where he will finish up.

I spoke to many farmers in that area. Ray
Cooper, for example, and his family farm 5 000
hectares of wheat. He had been harvesting for
only a couple of days and had delivered only
300 tonnes of his crop; really, he had only put a
mark around the outside when the storm hit.
There is no wheat left; therefore there is no
seed wheat and nowhere to get any seed wheat
for next year. Mr Cooper was out with his em-
ployee and his son propping up what was left of
his fences, and trying to get machines out of the
paddocks, which was an impossible task when
one considers the mud and slush that was lying
about.
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There is damage to the three houses on his
property-his own, his son's, and the person's
who works for him. Roofs have been damaged
and windows broken. A house that has just
been painted will have to be repainted.

Tom and Judy Probert were flooded out.Their crops are gone. They had been stripping
for only one day. Their fences are down and
they have no seed wheat.

John Smith's property is up the road a short
way. Two thousand acres of his crop is gone.
He is under-insured. Selwyn and Barry Davies'
crop was going six bags to the acre, about which
they were very happy. They have 40 acres left
into which they might put their header. They
do not know what wheat they will get off it but
they will not get enough for seed. More than
likely, the seed wheat will not be any good
when the germination test is put on it because
of early sprouting which is noticeable already.
They have 1 000 sheep and they have no feed
at all for them because they cannot turn sheep
in on a six-bag wheat crop that has been hit by
hail and is lying on the ground because the
sheep would be dead in no time from
over-gorging on swollen wheat. They will have
to survive a period as will everybody before the
green grass germinates. For a time they will
have some benefit from the green feed but at
this time of year, unless that grass receives con-
tinuing rain, it will only last as long as there is a
bit of moisture in the ground and until the hot
sun dries it up.

I went to Bob Capp's farm. A photograph of
Bob Capp with his dead stock is on the front
page of The West Australian this morning. It is
a very good photograph because it indicates the
feelings of all of them there and certainly the
feelings of this gentleman. He has lost his
sheds. His stack of superphosphate is standing
out in the open. There was about 40 or 50
tonnes of it in the rain and we know what that
super will be worth now. He was shearing at the
time the storm suddenly hit. His shed is about
60 feet long. The rain blew so hard that it blew
in the front of the shed the length of the 60 feet.
There was a tally board in the shed, a black-
board on which the shearers indicate their tally
in chalk. The rain blew through that shed so
hard that it wiped that tally board completely
clean. That gives some indication of the force
of the storm. His sheep, the ones
photographed, were freshly shorn and they
died. Fortunately, there has been a Working bee
there and trenches have been dug and the sheep
buried. However, that did not occur until he

had hit many sheep over the head with a ham-
mer because, as he said, bullets are too expens-
ive.

He has a goat stud. He believes the hail hit
them so hard that it knocked them unconscious
and they drowned in the floodwaters. We saw
many sights like that but that was possibly the
Worst. He is so bewildered that he does not
know what he is doing. Generally speaking,
they are all shaken and not in very good shape
at all. Tomorrow, the shire president, Norman
Gobbard, and the shire clerk, Garry Martin,
are beginning a two or three-day tour of the
area and attempting to visit each of the proper-
ties that were affected by the storm to talk with
the owners privately. They will obtain infor-
mation about the farmers' affairs and what can
be done to help them. They are visiting each of
them individually because everyone knows
what happens when farmers get together at a
central point. Nothing is got out of them in
relation to their personal problems. More times
than not, they are more interested in other
people's welfare than their own.

The Main Roads Department's decision of
what it will do in respect of road grants to
reclaim the roads is being awaited with some
degree of anticipation. If the grants are
allocated quickly, the farmers may be given
jobs. They will be able to use their trucks that
have been geared up ready for the harvest.
They will be able to cart gravel and carry out
jobs that are far too numerous for the shire
council to handle.

My main concern is the financial impact on
the farmers who have been affected by this
storm and the problem of keeping them on the
farms. I am not only considering dad and mum
but also, if there is no harvest to take off, there
is no way that stock can be kept and the lads
will have to go out and find a job. The married
couple may also have to go and find a job for
six or eight months until the next year's harvest
is ready for reaping. All this means is that a few
more people will leave the district.

It is rather strange that, only a couple of days
ago, the Shire of Mt Marshall applied to have
the shire declared a drlought-affected and
water-deficient area. An amount of only 60
points of rain was registered in the town during
the storm. It was interesting to note today that
the town dam had barely a metre of water in it.
On the one hand, one area experienced severe
flooding and on the other hand, the council
wants another area declared water deficient.
There is barely enough water in the town to
water the oval for the next fortnight or three
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weeks. That is about the only patch of green in
the town. if ever a town needs uplifting, that
town needs sufficient scheme water at a fairly
reasonable price in order to keep that amenity
going. The council has been advised that 450
kilolitres of water a week-a starvation water
diet-is generally accepted as the amount to
keep the grass barely alive. It is not enough to
keep the oval green and fit for general use.

I know that yesterday Minister Evans
journeyed to the areas 1 refer to, and the people
in those areas are grateful to him for his visit.
We all know that he is looking at the rule book
in an endeavour to ascertain what can be done
for those areas. He is also looking beyond the
rule book to ascertain what else can be done.

We have heard tonight that the damage in
the Bencubbin and Mukinbudin areas has
been assessed at between $3 million and $4
million. However, other areas have received
devastating flood and hail damage and I would
imagine that the hail insurance assessors will be
assessing the damage throughout the central
wheat-belt for many days to come.

Last night Merredin received two inches of
rain and the Great Eastern Highway was cut.
Hon. Jim Brown's sons had 600 acres of their
property under crop, and it has been suggested
that their total crop has been lost because of the
hail damage.

Moorine Rock, which is to the east of
Merredin, was flooded and my home town of
Corrigin has received a battering. In the last
few days my farm has received 2'/2 inches of
rain, two inches of which fell last night.

One of the things which concerns me equally
as much as the plight of the farmers in the
Mukinbudin and Bencubbin areas is what this
rain will mean to the grain harvest generally.
As I have already said, the season has only just
commenced and this rain will have a devastat-
ing effect on the harvest, regardless of whether
the hail actually wiped out the crops.

As a result of the rain, the grain will start to
be shot and sprung in the head, and it will be
worthless for anything. The barley will be
stained, as Mr Lewis said. Members are aware
that damaged grain is not a saleable com-
modity on the international market. Likewise,
it is not something which can be insured.
Therefore, hundreds of farmers will miss out
completely this year on obtaining a full return
for their crops. This year, the dockage fees
could be 30 per cent of the initial payment that
farmers receive for their grain. As we all know,
the initial payment will be well below the cost

of production-it has now been reduced drasti-
cally to two-thirds of what the farmers expected
only three days ago.

There is another side to be considered. This
morning I was driving around the Shire of Mt
Marshall with the shire clerk whose wife gave
birth to a daughter a few days ago. Only yester-
day he had taken them home from hospital.
Wherever we went today the first thing the
farmers' and their wives asked was, "How is
the missus, Carry, and how is the baby girl?"
Garry Martin, the shire clerk, was taken aback
to think that in spite of their problems their
First thought was about the well-being of his
wife and their infant.

Tomorrow in the town of Bencubbin the
members of the Country Womens Association
will be collecting as many flower pots, cuttings,
and trees as they can to assist in re-establishing
some of the gardens that have been brutally
wiped out. The ladies will travel around the
area tomorrow and will make sure that at least
one potted plant is given to each farmer's wife.
That is the way of country life.

I am sure that for some people it is not going
to be a merry Christmas or a happy new year.
Too often today I have heard that after such a
late start to the season, the dry areas in the
central wheat-belt, and now the rain, the hope
of some farmers in respect of obtaining a return
for a marketable crop has gone. They are say-
ing, "For God's sake, bring this year to a close
before something else happens to us." Thac is
the attitude which prevails in the area at the
present moment.

1 will refer briefly to two other subjects, one
of which concerns a Bill which was passed in
this House during the early hours of this morn-
ing. I know that I should have spoken about
this subject when that Bill was before the
House. However, I want to make reference to
an article which appeared in The West
Australian on Thursday, 7 November and
which referred to a computer Course for the
jobless. It stated that the unemployed young
people in Western Australia will be given a
chance for traineeship in computing and infor-
mation technology under a scheme announced
earlier on 6 November. The trainees will be
paid while they learn. The wage rates are still
being negotiated, but they will be at least $90 a
week. They will get 13 weeks, off-the-job train-
ing at Technical and Further Education insti-
tutions which will receive $1 700 for each
trainee.
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The Technical and Further Education insti-
tutions which are running these courses have
invited farmers to attend. However, it will cost
the farmers $75 a day to receive tuition in com-
puter and information technology. It is well
known that many farmers are just existing on a
hand-to-mouth basis, especially at the present
moment. They are virtually staying on their
land to eke out some form of existence in order
to keep the gates open and they are hoping that
tomorrow will bring better times.

It is a bit of a laugh and it certainly was a bit
of a laugh to the three people from different
parts of this State who rang me about this mat-
ter. Each person informed me that if he were
unemployed and receiving the dole he could
earn up to at least $90 a week by taking this
course, and the TAFE institution he attended
would be paid $1 700 while he received his
tuition.

It seems to me that there is something wrong
when a young farmer who wants, and is in fact
encouraged by TAFE, to learn and receive tu-
ition in various subjects concerning computers,
must pay $75 to receive the same tuition. 1 do
not know whether I have made my point clear,
but it seems there is a wrong here. I refer to that
very exciting number that is put out by the
Western Australian Government called WA
Government Notes, edition No. 38, dated 12
November. Usually it lauds what is taking
place in the Government, and it says-

One hundred employed young men and
women will be given the chance of learning
career skills in one of the world's
fastest-growing industries.

Deputy Premier and Minister for Tech-
nology, Mal Bryce announced 100 special
traineeships in computing and information
technology.

The traineeships, made possible under the
joint Federal/State employment pro-
gramme, will be for a period of 12 months
with training both on and off the job.

The Department of Computing and Infor-
mation Technology will be responsible for
co-ordinatingfthe scheme.

I did not know we had a Department of Com-
puting and Information Technology. The
article continues-

Mr Bryce said the traineeships were
open to young men and women aged be-
tween 16 and 18 and who were registered
as unemployed.

Successful applicants will be paid while
they learn.

I repeat that those young farmers who are
endeavouring to rehabilitate and re-educate
themselves at the request of TAFE and have to
find $75 a day are in no better condition, I
believe, than some of the unemployed who will
be receiving this tuition grant.

Finally, I refer to the Loan Bill that has just
passed through this place, and the slight dis-
agreement that I had with the opinions put
forward by the Deputy President (Hon. John
Williams). He did not make a ruling, so I do
not believe that I am challenging a ruling. In-
deed, the discussion that took place and the
manner in which he summed up was certainly
not given as a ruling, and I think a search of
H1ansard would prove that. It was more of a
discussion on the traditions and customs of the
Loan Bill.

As a matter of interest, I perused the 1972
Hansard and was rather delighted to find a very
long speech by one backbencher here-a very
long speech covering many subjects-and the
speaker was Hon. Clive Griffiths. I also found a
little further on that, again, many subjects were
covered including wheat quotas, water
schemes, and water-deficient areas. Many sub-
jects were discussed or brought to the attention
of the House by Hon. Jack Heitman.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: Those things might all
have been in the Loan Bill.

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: No, not wheat quotas
and what is generally here. Later on I came
across another speech by my very good friend,
Mr Ferry, and he may have stuck a little closer
than the rest of them but even he, I would say,
went some little way from the centre. It does
not sound like Mr Ferry, I know, but he did. H-e
strayed somewhat, in other words.

I want to give an example of the type of
speech that was given on the Loan Bill in that
year, and I quote from another esteemed mem-
ber and knowledgeable person-certainly more
knowledgeable than 1-and that is Hon. 1. G.
Medcalf. In his opening remarks he said-

I will be brief with my remarks, Mr
President. Mr Berry asked me if I would be
good enough to mention a matter that af-
fects one of his constituents and I
promised him I would.

Then he went on at great length to talk about a
Mr Dempster who was complaining about the
activities of an oil search organisation which
was operating on his property for some time. I
could not marry it to the Loan Bill of the day.
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He went on at considerable length and was not
challenged, and none of those speakers was
challenged at the time by the Chair.

I make that point, and reiterate that it is not
for me to disagree or be disagreeable. What I
want to do is try to preserve some of the
niceties of this House-some of the niceties
that we have become used to over the years.
While the written law is everthing, the unwrit-
ten law is somewhat attractive when one con-
siders that the House is here to give the mem-
bers of Parliament the chance to parley, to
speak, and to do those things they want to do
for the benefit of their constituents. There are
not many avenues-there are tonight, but nor-
mally there are not many-through which
members of Parliament in this place can bring
forward those matters which affect their con-
stituents and their shires, and the State gener-
ally.

HON. A. A. LEWIS (Lower Central) [11.32
p.m.]: We have heard a little about legislation
by exhaustion and, looking around the House, I
suppose we have a little more to go. I really
wonder at times in this place whether the pub-
lic would see us as managers in all reality, with
the sorts of hours we keep and the sont of way
we go on, and the sorts of nights we have had
this week.

I want to sympathise with those people about
whom Mr Gayfer talked. I guess those of us
who were involved in Cyclone "Alby" would
say that some of the the measures that the then
Government put in hand to look after people
who were severely hurt could be put into prac-
tice in the present case. The long-term effects
on organisations like Westrail will also be fairly
horrific for the Government.

I turn now to the Consolidated Revenue
Fund. I will not hold the House for a long time,
but I would like to find out some information
from the Minister handling the Bill. I would
like to know why there are certain increases in
the Budget. Because of the change in depart-
mental structures, I believe that a handbook
should be issued in simplified form in cases of
areas of large expenditure or where large differ-
ences occur within the Budget.

The estimated revenue from Crown grants
for 1985-86 is $23 million; the receipts for
1984-85 amounted to $3.8 million. I wonder
why there has been such an increase in revenue
under this heading. The revenue from real es-
tate and business agents is to increase from
$307 000 to $585 000, which seems a huge in-
crease. Perhaps the Government has in mind

an increase in licence fees or some other hidden
cost. Somebody fairly close to me is involved in
the real estate business and I know that the real
estate salesman's licence fee has not increased.
I just wonder where this $280 000 increase is to
come from. Where is the income being
generated? I am sure that in this day and age
not many extra real estate licences are being
sold.

I turn now to Government Stores. Last year,
there were no receipts from the Automotive
Services Division-petrol sales and repairs;
this year there is an estimated receipt of $3
million. 1 looked at the matter and found that
the Government Garage still seems to be there.
Why was there not a budgeted figure for this
last year? Where did it come from? Under the
heading L"London Agency" are two subheadings
of "rents" and "other". Last year receipts for
"other" amounted to $11 000; this year the
amount estimated is $399 000. How does that
increase come about? Last year revenue to the
Marine and Harbours Department from rents
was $435 000; this year it is estimated to in-
crease to $1 .598 million.

We then go to the other extreme, to a deficit.
Receipts for motor drivers' licence fees in
1984-85 amounted to $13 million; this year
they are estimated to return $10.8 million.
Those figures would seem to be extremely dif-
ferent, but we have not been told why.

Receipts for the Resources Development De-
partment l ast year totalled $ 102 000. The esti-
mate for this year is $727 000. 1 spoke last
night on the special revenue assistance grant in
lieu of Barrow Island royalties and the State
sell-out to the Federal Government.

Under the heading "Specific Purpose
Grants" we find the item of community health
(Medicare) programme and see that there is an
estimated increase from $600 000 to $ 1.508
million; the home and community care pro-
gramme receipts have risen from $1.8 million
to an estimated $10.6 million. The receipts last
year by way of specific purpose grant to the soilI
conservation programme were $272 000; the
estimate for this year is $1 00.003 million. The
supported accommodation assistance pro-
gramme receipts are to be increased from
$ 1.475 million to an estimated $4.401 million.
it can be seen that the increases in revenue
from specific purpose grants for welfare areas
have increased dramatically, at times by 600
per cent.
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I turn now to expenditure. The thread run-
nling right through the estimates of expenditure
is the Labor Party's slush fund-communi-
cations. The cost of communications in
virtually every department is loaded. The in-
crease in expenditure for the Equal Oppor-
tunity Commission communications item is
understandable as it had not been running for
long under last year's Budget. The expenditure
last year was $ 124; it is to increase to an
estimated $20 000. The expenditure on com-
munications for the Public Service Board last
year was $76 000; the estimate for this year is
$134 000. There cannot be very much budget
management within the Treasury because its
communication expenditure is to increase from
$309 000 to $475 000. The communications
expenditure for the Department of Industrial
Development is to increase from $131 000 to
$194000.

The services and contracts item for the Small
Business Development Corporation is to in-
crease from $128 000 to $180 000. Hon. Mick
Gayfer talked about the Department of Com-
puting and Information Technology. Its com-
munications item is to increase from $3 000 to
$ 151 000. Communications expenditure for
the Technology Development Division jumps
from $13 900 to $47 000. For the Western
Australian Technology Development Auth-
ority, the expenditure on communications this
year will be $18 000; last year it was $9 800.

1 was interested to see that the Tourism
Commission is to get more money for advertis-
ing and promotions than the National Parks
and Nature Conservation Authority's whole
budget.

Expenditure on communications for the
office of Racing and Gaming is to increase
from $15 000 last year to $25 000 this year. I
congratulate the Attorney General because the
communications allocation for the Crown Law
Department last year was $213 000, but he has
cut the allowance by nearly $100 000 to
$139000 for this year. We would have
expected a little lift. I ask Mr McKenzie
whether that is very good.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: He sets an example.

Hon. A. A. LEWIS: However, he has given
his department a 15 per cent or 16 per cent
increase overall, with the exception of the com-
munications item. He probably saw that expen-

diture on that item had gone up in other de-
partments and started to cut expenditure in his
department.

Mr Berinson also has responsibility for the
Corporate Affairs Office. The expenditure on
communications in this office is not as good.
The amount allocated this year has almost
doubled since last year; it has gone from
$90 000 to $197 000. Can that be called budget
management? I refer now to the Public Trust
Office and its expenditure on communications.
One wonders where the "trust" is. The expen-
diture last year was $29 892; this year it is
estimated to be $68 000.

I-on. Robert Hetherington:
gracious!

Goodness

Hon. A. A. LEWIS: It is amazing, Mr
Hletherington, and I picked it up just by scan-
ning this document.

Hon. Graham Edwards: You are pretty good
at picking things up.

Hon. A. A. LEWIS: Some I dropped
fairly quickly.

I would like to comment upon a few items. I
note that the Anzac Day Trust grant has been
cut, the Ngal-a home gets less, the Para-
plegic-Quadriplegic Association of WA gets
less, and the Royal Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals has its grant cut from
$39 000 to $25 000. 1 understand that organis-
ation's main office is situated in Belmont. I
would have expected Mr McKenzie to be ex-
tremely worried when that grant was cut be-
cause if it had happened in my electorate I
would have been screaming about it.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: It is run much more
efficiently now that it has a new president.

Hon. A. A. LEWIS: Is he the man they
sacked a week after he was appointed?

I feel sure that Mr Wells will be pleased to
note that the Salvation Army Red Shield ap-
peal grant has been doubled.

Hon. Graham Edwards: He has not told us
that he is.

Hon. A. A. LEWIS: When he speaks on this
Bill the Government will probably hear from
him on that matter.

Hon. Robert Hetherington: We can hardly
wait.

Hon. A. A. LEWIS: The payment to com-
munity sporting facilities makes interesting
reading-it has been cut from $3.67 million to

4921



4922 [COUNCIL]

$2.95 million, and the payment to regional cul-
tural facilities has been cut from $1.05 million
to $925 000.

I hope the Minister will explain with regard
to the Western Australian Building Authority
Joan servicing costs the reason that the estiniiate
for this year is $18.929 million and the actual
expenditure last year was $1 409 97 1. 1 am not
saying there is anything wrong with those fig-
ures but I believe we should get answers to
these questions if the answers are not available
elsewhere.

I wonder whether Bunbury really needs an
intra-town bus service at a cost of $ 311 000 or
whether something more useful could have
been done with that money.

The grain freight subsidy reimbursement to
Westrail is allocated $3 million. There will be
big problems in that area. Will there be any
grain to subsidise?

Hon. E. J. Chariton: Yes.

Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I think Mr Chariton is
right. Grain will be subsidised by $3 million
but what do members think the interest subsidy
scheme reimbursement of interest and
associated expenses to Homeswest will receive?

Hon. E. J. Charlton: Many times the pre-
vious amount.

Hon. A. A. LEWIS: It will receive $8 million.
The estimate for rent reductions-north-west
houses-reimbursement to Homeswest will in-
crease from $t32 000 to $220 000. The
Government is trying to buy seats in the
north-west. That is a fascinating comparison.

The Aboriginal Enterprise Company
received nothing last year and will get $1
million this year. Last year $5.073 million was
expended on acquisition of land and property
but, although the Government has boasted
about wanting to buy land for pine planting,
etc., it has allocated only $3.9 million this
financial year. That represents 80 per cent of
last year's figure. America's Cup projects have
been allocated $1.761I million, and the
Burswood Island casino $3.913 million. I fol-
lowed the Bill through but did not find an ex-
planation for this allocation. Will it be
balanced by some money the Burswood Trust
is paying to the Government? I would like to
know what it is about.

I refer now to the item for interest and instal-
ments not otherwise provided for. One always
wonders about sundry items in balance sheets.

The amount against this item has been
increased from $155 863 to $ 1.053 million.
That is a huge rise. What is it all about?

I refer now to the item motor vehicles. I
congratulate the Government on having taken
away some of the advisers' cars. This item will
be cut from $1 5.3 million to $ 12.45 million. I
hope the Government will eventually get rid of
the advisers and we shall then be free of the
subsidies we are paying in their wages.

Natural disaster payments and other relief
measures, I am glad 10 say, and Mr Chariton
will also be glad to note, have an increased
allocation.

I talked about communications and I now
refer to the telephone and telex charges for cen-
tral Government buildings. The amount
estimated for this item for the next financial
year is $556 000. An amount of $6 000 is al-
lowed by this Government for the Opposition
to run its telex service. Is that a pretty fair
ratio, $550 000 for the Government and $6 000
for the Opposition? Of course, that charge for
the Government relates only to central
Government buildings. The huge increases in
the Government's costs are shocking.

Mr Berinson need not feel upset about my
criticism because I have been referring to the
waste on telephone and telex charges in the
central Government buildings over a period of
about 12 years. It is one area in which I suggest
a good razor-sharp Minister for Budget Man-
agement could make some huge cuts.

Let us consider the communications item
under the Valuer General's office-that will in-
crease from $51 000 to $59 000. In prisons, the
expenditure on communications will increase
from $428 000 to $491 000. There will be an
increase in the communications allocation to
the Electoral Department from $37 000 to
$50 000. 1 can understand that as an election
will be held next year.

The Police Department is allocated a miserly
five per cent on communications. The poor old
Department of Conservation and Land Man-
agement, despite the Government's commit-
ment when it introduced the CALM legislation,
has once again had its budget slaughtered.
Members will recall that the Government said
it would give this department extra money-
from memory I think the amount quoted was
$3.6 million over and above last year's Esti-
mates.

A sum of $2.4 million was given, which was
two-thirds of what was promised. Even then
the new Department of Conservation and Land
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Management, with its huge costs of amalga-
mation, did not have a rise equal to inflation. I
pay tribute to the foresters, the rangers, and
wardens who have fought their hearts out to
look after and manage land throughout this
State. They receive that scanty treatment from
this miserly Government.

I was fascinated to see loaded into the De-
partmnent of Conservation and Land Manage-
ment, the Minister's office, the Heritage Com-
mittee and-this goes with land management,
does it not-the Censorship Office of WA.

Another interesting thing I would like the
Minister to answer is why he estimates that for
the next financial year the income from
national parks will fail from $1 090 000 to
$804 000. It would seem to me peculiar if fewer
people are to travel into national parks.

Those are the few comments I have to make
on the papers themselves. I have pinpointed
where these communications seem to be get-
ting out of hand. Let us look at the Office of
Titles. The figure jumps from $44 000 to
$88 000. Why is there a pretty-well uniform
increase throughout the Budget for communi-
cations to be increased so dramatically? No
reason has been given. The Minister does not
tell us. There is no way a member can find out.
is it as a result of changing accounting
methods? Are other things put into the Budget
for communications? The Parliament should
be informed about these sons of things.

Look at the Occupational Health, Safety and
Welfare Commission. Its telephone bill goes
from $110000 to $132000. I would have
thought most of the noise abatement problems
had disappeared!

There are two other subjects I would like to
mention quickly. The first is the Pemberton
school. I have questions on the notice paper
about the Pemberton school. To give the Min-
ister due credit, next to Hon. Graham
MacKinnon, he is the best Minister for Edu-
cation I have seen since I have been in the
Parliament, but he was shocked when he went
to Pemberton. He said he would provide a
transportable resource centre.

Pemberton does not have the sunniest of cli-
mates. I am worried about the manual arts sec-
tion, where electric leads drag around in the
wet. Some of the gutters are not covered. I am
frightened somebody will be electrocuted in the
manual arts section. Children and masters in
that area are risking their lives. We should not
have to wait for a death before doing some-
thing about it. The Government should make a

special attempt to do something about
Pemberton District High School. If the extra
money loaded onto communications were
transferred to the Pemberton District High
School, there would be plenty of money.

Once I grab a bone I do not let it go. Mem-
bers will remember the Donnybrook Hospital,
the Dumbleyung Police Station, and things like
that. I tend not to let bones go, and I shall not
let this one go either.

Finally I ask about a new decompression
chamber for people with the bends. I heard a
rumour that some people wanted to build a
new decompression chamber at a huge cost.
The Minister answered a question of mine by
saying talks were going on with the Common-
wealth. I understand the minimum cost to start
it and do everything properly would be about
$4 million to $7 million.

We already have one decompression
chamber with a superb team. In this last year it
has handled only 30 patients. Why do we want
to build another? I have further questions on
the notice paper for tomorrow, as I believe it
would be a tragedy if, because of some internal
politics in medicine, another chamber were
built.

I support the Appropriation (Consolidated
Revenue Fund) Bill.

HON. E. J. CHARLTON (Central) [11 .58
p.m.I: Mr President-

Withdrawal of Remark
The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. John

Williams will withdraw that remark.
Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS: What remark? I

did not make a remark.
The PRESIDENT: The honourable member

knows what remark he made.
Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS: I withdraw it if

you say so.

Debate Resumed
Hon. E. J. CHARLTON: I will comment on

a trip mentioned earlier by Hon. Mick Gayfer
to the disaster area in the wheat-belt. I shall be
very brief, but I visited that area. I have an
extremely important comment to make which I
think should be recorded. I hope the Govern-
ment will do what is required to bring about a
responsible and meaningful representation on
behalf of people where damage has been done.

The widespread hail damage suffered by
people in this area is very similar to that ex-
perienced by people in the Mt Marshall Shire.
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Some crops were totally destroyed and others
were partially destroyed. As important as that
is, that is perhaps the least of the financial
worries now confronting the farmers involved.
They will all suffer a financial loss because of
the crop damage, but I guess most of the crop
would have been insured, although it is
probably fair to say, judging from my own
experience, that they will have tended to
under-insure their Crops; they would have in-
sured their crops at a value less than their real
worth, at a value less than the crops would have
yielded.

The other aspect of the problem is damage of
a sort I have never seen before in these circum-
stances, and I refer now to the damage caused
by the winds which accompanied the storm.
The winds were of such a velocity that they
whipped up tonnes of soil which engulfed the
crops. The problem confronting the farmers
now is that when they get back to harvesting
their crops, the crops will contain such a high
proportion of soil that this will show up in
samples of grain when they deliver it and they
will probably have to suffer a dockage. Of
course, only time will tell for sure. So, they will
suffer dockages not only for the problems
mentioned by Mr Gayfer but also for the soil
which will probably be found in their grain
when it is delivered. Obviously the inter-
national buyers of our exported wheat will not
want a coating of soil on the wheat they pur-
chase, so the wheat will be sold at a reduced
price and the dockage will be passed on to the
wheat producers. This will worsen the financial
losses they are facing already.

Around the Mukinbudin area the damage
was caused not so much by the rain and hail
but by the wind. This was particularly evident
around the Wilgoyne area, north-east of
Mukinbudin. This is an area I visited this
morning to inspect the damage. Further north
around Wialki similar damage was experienced
because of the winds when the storm passed
through only yesterday. We did not get to visit
that area.

Throughout the areas where these tremen-
dous winds were experienced, many buildings
were destroyed. Sheds were destroyed mainly
because of being unroofed. I spoke with an in-
surance assessor this morning and with the
owner of one of the properties hit, and it was
made plain that the storm had created horrific
problems for these people in trying to sort out
the insurance coverage for the damage caused.
Because of inflation, the cost of replacing these
buildings will be much greater than their in-

sured value, because we all know that we do
not generally up our insurance annually even
though costs are obviously going up by 10 per
cent or more every year.

City members should try to imagine what it
is like to have silos knocked down. The bulk
grain silos are about 15 feet high, with a diam-
eter of perhaps 12 feet. A number of these were
blown over and simply pushed along end over
end until they were finally destroyed. Farmers
generally do not insure silos because they are
not normally in danger of being seriously
damaged and they are usually a permanent fix-
ture. In a week or two they would have been
full of grain and would then have been able to
withstand the enormous winds. Water tanks
and their stands were blown over and trees
uprooted.

It is particularly sad to see trees uprooted in
the wheat-belt area. It is not so bad when this
happens in the metropolitan area or the
south-west, but in the wheat-belt the trees,
when damaged, do not regenerate. If a branch
is blown off it will not regenerate. If a tree is
blown down it will not sucker up from the bot-
tomn and regrow. The trees in the wheat-belt
will also not regenerate when damaged by fire.
They have no mechanism to respond to dam-
age as they do in the south of the State.

It is very disappointing to drive onto a farm
as we did today and see trees scattered over
many kilomeitres. Large sheds have been
moved 10 or 15 metres and left in a wrecked
state. Machinery has been damaged by parts of
sheds Calling on them. Augers have been bent
by the wind. On top of all this we have the
stock losses.

All in all the whole environment around the
Mukinbudin area has taken a battering at a
time when-as I said last night-we have been
talking about the financial problems
confronting farmers. While I was in
Mukinbudin I drove around with John Watson,
the shire president, and Geoff Edwards, the
shire clerk.

The PRESIDENT: Order! It occurred to me
that about 24 hours ago I had heard the
honourable member presently addressing the
Chair speaking on this very Bill. Just to make
absolutely sure I had the record checked. The
record indicates that at 11.40 last night the
member spoke on this Bill. That disqualifies
him from speaking now. I take it the honour-
able member forgot he had addressed the Chair
on this matter Previously.
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Hon. E. J. CHARLTON: Certainly I would
not try to suggest that you were wrong, Mr
President. I believed I had spoken on one of the
appropriation Bills but I was not aware that it
was this one. I would not want to offend Stand-
ing Orders by speaking now.

The PRESIDENT: I have had my records
and Hansard checked, and unfortunately they
show that the member has already spoken.
Therefore I must curtail any further comments
by him.

HON. JOHN WILLIAMS (Metropolitan)
[12.1 3 a.m.]: I rise to speak on this Bill because
$5 million is devoted to Parliament House. Mr
President, many years ago you and I clashed
privately over a certain debate. While you won
the debate, I reckon I won the spirit of it.

Certain dates are fixed in certain persons'
minds. In the case of the Attorney General, I
would like to think one such date is Thursday,
14 October 1982. The 1982 is not a significant
date, but 14 October is an extremely significant
date in my life; it happens to be my birthday.

If the Attorney General remembers, on 14
October 1982 we sat here and pondered about
things that were going on in this House. I could
perhaps speak for I1'/2 hours or two hours,
which would be tedious, or I could talk for 20
minutes, which might be more acceptable.

Hansard shows on page 3850 of 14 October
1982, my birthday, that words of wisdom were
uttered as follows-

THE HON. 1. G. MEDCALF (Metro-
politan-Leader of the House) [4.49 p.m.]:
I move-

That the House do now adjourn.

Then followed a speech which I revere and re-
spect, but the respect has gone through the win-
dow a bit because the reverence with which this
matter was dealt was extraordinary. I quote
Hon. J. M. Berinson as follows-

Before the lunacy of our last two days'
proceedings fades from our minds I think
it is worth spending a moment to try to
learn some lessons from it.

We sat until 3.30 Wednesday morni ng
and we sat until 6.30 this morning. I do
not want to reflect on the capacity of any
other member to function adequately
under those circumstances, but speaking
for myself I am quite happy to confess that
in the condition to which I was reduced
normally I would not trust myself to buy a

shirt. What we did in fact, was make a
decision on a very far-reaching and im-
portant piece of legislation.

The heroes of the last couple of days
have been the Hansard staff. l am referring
not only to the extent of their physical en-
durance but as well to their capacity to
produce transcripts of speeches which read
coherently in spite of what was actually
said. Again. I am quite happy to confess
that I am referring to myself as much as
anyone else.

I think it ought to be said that this is
simply not a sensible way of proceeding,
nor is it a necessary way of proceeding.
The House has ample facility to arrange its
affairs in such a way as to avoid such situ-
ations and ought to make sure this occurs.

While I rise on the particular problem
we experienced this week, the occasion
might be appropriate to consider also the
general question of our sitting hours.

The final paragraph on page 3851 reads as fol-
lows-

In drawing to the attention of the House
the absurdity of the proceedings this week,
I have taken this opportunity to suggest
that consideration be given to the more
general question of our sitting hours, be-
cause it is time to look to a sensible vari-
ation of the present arrangements to en-
able our work to be done better and more
efficiently.

What a wealth of wisdom is contained in those
words. They were not uttered by Hon. I. G.
Medcalf or by Hon. Gordon Masters; they are
the words of Hon. Joe Berinson. Could I repeat
them?

Hon. D. K. Dans: Not really. I have heard
them.

Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS: He said, "... nor-
mally I would not trust myself to buy a shirt."
Hon. Joe Berinson is a generous man. He is
also a man who is dedicated to doing the job he
has to do. Members might say that politics
might agree with it, and the Parliament still
insists on agreeing to it, but this is the most
famous, if not infamous, admission that ever
has occurred. Somebody said, "John, why
don't you object on our behalf'?" I am objecting
on members' behalf.

It is absolute rubbish to sit for the hours we
are sitting, to be bereft of all we are doing in
passing suspect legislation because half of us
are asleep half of the time. Hon. Joe Berinson
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was decent enough to put those words on the
record on 14 October 1982. We expected great
reforms. Where are the great reforms for Par-
liament House? I hope the President will not
suggest I am not speaking to the Bill because I
am speaking to the measly $5 million that is
allocated to the Parliament. The Government
can take me to task after I have spoken, but I
will speak about the previous Government, the
Government before that and the Government
before that. It is an embarrassment for the
Executive of this State to come to Parliament
and it has been an embarrassment ever since I
came to this Parliament in 197 1.

The Attorney General knows politics would
be a very good job if he did not have to come to
Parliament. What a terrible condemnation of
this Parliament's Executive. We have
ex-Ministers in our ranks. They are wise people
who during their retirement will perhaps see
some of the stupid mistakes they made.

Who are these Cabinet Ministers? They are
elevated backbenchers. They are people who do
not want to know about this Parliament be-
cause their bums are fast on the cars they drive.

IHon. D. K. Dans: Just at present I do not
want to know about it.

Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS: It is an embarrass-
ment, I appreciate that. Having secured their
anchors on those cars, their attitude is that Par-
liament can go hang-the Parliament of the
State of Western Australia. It is a bit amusing
to me from time to time because the Greater
London Council controls about 10 times the
amount of money and it does this and that, yet
here are. We are the body politic in Western
Australia and we are downgraded and
denigrated, not because of this Government,
but because of the previous Government and
the Government before that. The Executive
rules! The Premier and his minions, be they
selected or elected, are in power and the last
thing they want to worry about in this State is
the Parliament. They say, "Do not worry about
Parliament; we have the rubber stamp, we tell
them what to do and they jump."

Perhaps I will let a few secrets go this morn-
ing. It is 12.25 am. and we have to debate this
Bill. What a distressful situation. According to
the Attorney General he would not be fit to buy
a shint, yet here am I trying to convince the
people the Parliament is being downgraded.

Mr President, you and I and several other
members have sat on various committees to try
to enhance this institution. We have not been
very successful. We have electorate offices

which are beautiful, and one or two things
around the place. We do not have much
opulence but we do not need opulence.

Can I talk to the Attorney General casually
through you, Mr President? Is it not time that
the revengeful attitude which has pervaded this
Parliament since I have been here was done
away with? It is the attitude of, "We have not
got it, so they will not get it; the next time we
are in power they will not get it either." We are
like a lot of little children! I do not know what
Hon. Sam Pianladosi and Hon. Graham
MacKinnon have to offer in accepting this
proposition, but I guess it is a lot. Hon.
Graham MacKinnon has been here for a great
time.

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon interjected.

Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS: Like you, Mr
President, I am completely deaf to those who
do not sit in their own seat.

What I am saying is this; it is very simple: I
have had to bear the stigma of trying to contain
a group of people within a body which is called
the Leader of the Opposition. There is an oc-
casion when we should be considering, not be-
cause an election is coming up and not because
we are unsure what the result will be, whether
we should be creating as in other parts of the
world a department for the Leader of the Op-
position. All right, barley! The Attorney Gen-
eral says, "What did you give us when we were
in Opposition?" The answer is absolutely
nothing. When this Government came into
office it gave us a telex and anything we
wanted, but unfortunately as the Attorney
knows the Government gave us no chance of
expansion. What if the tables were turned and
the revengeful attitude were dropped? What if
we sat down and talked about those three
offices? It is ridiculous. There is no department
there; there is nothing that would give any Op-
position any dignity. The Attorney could turn
his back on us and he would be right. We gave
this Government less than nothing when it was
in Opposition and we were in Government. We
gave it less than we are getting now. I am not
covering that up; it is absolutely true.

Leaving all that aside, let us rethink the par-
liamentary situation. The Attorney General
knows that we have had problems vis-b-vis ac-
commodation. He knows we live in virtually a
slum in this Parliament House. The Attorney
must acknowledge that because it is a slum,
and it is grossly overcrowded. That is not the
Attorney's fault, nor is it the fault of the Presi-
dent who is the Chairman of the Joint House
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Committee. It is not the fault of the Govern-
ment or the Opposition or the Government
which preceded this Government. It is just that
we did not get our act together. We are
absolutely denied the privileges of a decent,
civilised Parliament House.

I will not remind members about the other
Parliament Houses in this Commonwealth. I
do not want the opulence of the Queensland
Parliament; it would be gorgeous but I do not
want that. I do not want to eat at the
"Woolloomooloo Hilton" which is the eu-
phemism for the parliamentary dining room in
New South Wales. I certainly do not want the
cramped and impossible conditions of the
Victorian Parliament where guests must sit in
the corridor and eat their lunch unless they
know somebody.

I ask the Minister for Budget Management
not to be so parsimonious. Only $5 million was
allocated for the whole of Parliament House,
its salaries and members, while $167 million
was given to the Health Department and so on.

I am not pointing the bone at the Minister
for Budget Management, but I think we should
look at this matter seriously. Hon. Garry Kelly,
who was my first opponent in politics, is a
scientifically-minded man. He taught science,
and I suggest that members talk to Hon. Garry
Kelly about the logistics of this place because I
am sure that as a member he would like to have
better facilities. He is scientifically minded. lHe
knows it all.

I refer to other members in this House and
the expertise they exhibit. I would talk about
Hon. Kay Hallahan except that she is extremely
unruly from time to time. Be that as it may, as
a social worker she is not half bad. She too
knows it all. Hon. Sam Piantadosi is second
only to his leader, Hon. D. K. Dans, when it
comes to unionism. When we talk about gam-
bling, there is no better expert on it than Hon.
Phil Lockyer. He knows gambling from the
metropolitan area to the country area, and
there are no worries about that. There is a
wealth of knowledge on this side of the House.

If we do not utilise these forces and provide
for them, it will be an absolute disgrace. it is a
great pleasure for me to see in the House my
colleague in the Metropolitan Province, Hon. 1.
G. Medcalf. However, I do not want luxury.
When I first came to this House, Mr Medcalf
and I shared a shelf in a corridor at the top of
the stairs.

Hon. Graham Edwards: Top shelf?
Hon. Garry Kelly: Top drawer?

Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS: Not really. It was
the place which is now occupied by the ABC.
However, I inform the Minister for Budget
Management that if we do not get reform under
his Government, it will be precious impossible
to get it under our penny-pinching Govern-
inent-

Hon. Graham Edwards: We should put a tent
on the lawn.

Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS: It has been done.
However, I am not talking about luxury for the
members but about facilities for them. When
the Opposition became the Government and
moved into the top office, some progress was
made.

I wonder how many members can remember
going into the dining room and being told by
the then chief steward, Mr Charles Davies,
where one could sit and with whom. I remem-
ber I was selected to sit with two members from
my party. I thought it was wonderful because
neither of them ever turned up to dinner!

I do not care a damn for the people from The
West Australian who criticise members in this
place, because I consider that is the only thing
upon which the newspapers and the television
stations can hang their hats. They only ever
report that members receive allowances or in-
creases in salaries, and they make sure that they
bring to the notice of the world that members
are overpaid and so on.

I would suggest half facetiously, but not quite
as facetiously as one could imagine, to the At-
torney General that we have outgrown this
place. The Attorney General, as Minister for
Budget Management, does not have many
options. He is pretty mean too. But until such
time as this House is extended, and
meaningfully extended, nothing will be done
properly. Perhaps we should be standing here
as shop stewards, doing the best we car. for the
members. We have outgrown this place and I
suggest, only half facetiously, that we should
buy the Merlin Plaza. Parliament should be
relocated and this place made into a museum.
There would be cries from the traditionalists.

I suggest to the Minister for Budget Manage-
ment that for $100 million this Parliament
could be relocated, as could every Ministry
under its roof. As Minister, Hon. Joe Berinson
would be reviled and persecuted for the first
three or four years. However, I suggest to Hon.
Joe Berinson that this place is nothing more
than a rat-trap. I wonder if he could tell me
how happy the Ministry in his Government is
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to be in this place, where they do not even have
a chance to have a conference with their ad-
visers?

Where does the Leader of the Opposition go
to discuss things. The Minister for Budget
Management knows that this place is totally
inadequate. I think it is disgusting to hear
people laughing at that proposition. They are
laughing at 12.45 a.m. because they do not
want to discuss anything. It is a ridiculous situ-
ation. It is a disgraceful performance because
they are not concerned about Parliament.

Hon. S. M. Piantadosi: They are Liberal
Party members.

Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS: I am not prepared
to accept that. They are disorderly people who
have no concern for the Parliament of Western
Australia. Obviously, I am only a mouth being
recorded in Hansard by that particularly clever
person, and that will be the end of the story.
We do not seem to realise that we have a duty
to our constituents and we have a right to de-
mand certain services.

I know that the Minister for Budget Manage-
ment will not acknowledge that Parliament
House should be extended.

Hon. J. M. Berinson: You flatter me too
much when you put the whole Budget on my
shoulders. It is a Government Budget, not an
individual member's Budget.

Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS: I appreciate that.
However, I understand that the Minister for
Budget Management is very influential in the
Budget programme.

This Government cannot get any consensus.
We experienced that the other day with the
legislation relating to parliamentarians'
superannuation. Two members decided that we
must not give ourselves a decent living once we
retire. They wanted to make as much political
capital of the matter as they could. They said,
"We are good boys. We will save other mem-
bers. My name is Hendy Cowan and my name
is Matt Stephens. We will give you the best of
all worlds. Do not let those wicked Liberals or
those dreadfully wicked Labor people give any
of you a chance of having a decent retirement."

Hon. S. M. Piantadosi: Are you about to re-
tire?

Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS: No, not for the
next nine years.

I have watched many people come and go
through this Parliament in the years that I have
been here and it is obvious that we are killing
ourselves.

Hon. B. K. Bans: Let's drink to that.
Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS: On I October 1978

when I went down, they could not wait to carve
up my seat. I had no faults. I did not drink too
much; I smoked about 40 cigarettes a day; and
here we are at 12.50 am.

Hon. D. K. Dans: I am painfully aware of
that.

Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS: The only link that
I have with anybody here is with Hon. Garry
Kelly. Members should look at themselves.

Hon. B. K. Dans: I can't, my eyes are too
tired.

Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS: That is true. I refer
to the words I began my speech with when
Hon. Joe Berinson said, "Let us look at the
lunacy of the last two days." We have been led
into the same situation. The Labor Party, the
great reformer, has done nothing. It has had to
obey the demands of its masters. What sort of a
life is it for us to sit in this place until three and
four o'clock in the morning. Both the Leader of
the House and the Minister for Budget Man-
agement said, when in Opposition, that they
would reform the House when they came to
office.

Hon. S. M. Piantadosi: We tried.
Hon. Kay Hallahan: We will.
Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS: They will not.

Backbenchers have no say; it is those sitting on
the front benches who decide what will happen.
This Parliament is the perfect recipe for instant
and absolute death. I do not wish any member
of this Parliament harm, but the sort of arti-
ficial life we lead is absolutely devastating.

Where is the Press? There is only a monitor,
the House Controller, and a policeman in the
gallery.

[Quorum formed.I
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I remind Hon.

John Williams what time it is.
Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS: Mr Deputy Presi-

dent, I implore the Government to look at its
performance-not its performance as a
Government, but its parliamentary perform-
ance. It has been less than successful and poss-
ibly abysmal.

Hon. Des Dans, Hon. Joe Berinson, and
Hon. Peter Dowding are the Ministers in this
House, and they should have a good and close
look at why at 12.55 on a Friday morning I am
on my feet.

Hon. D. K. Dans: It is a remarkable achieve-
ment for you.
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Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS: There is a possi-
bility that if the present Government were not
in power I could get a knighthood for this
achievement.

Hon. D. K. Dans: I have another viewpoint
about that.

Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS: It is a sad reflec-
tion on this Parliament that we are still in this
House tonight. We should order ourselves in
such a way that we would not be here.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: Hear, hear!
Hon., JOHN WILLIAMS: Here, here,' or

there, there, it does not matter. I am pretty
lucky. I am a fairly old fellow and I have a wife
whom I have not seen very often over the last
10 days. I am very conscious of the people who
have young or teenage children; we are depriv-
ing those children of our presence. We are also
depriving our spouses of the right to have our
company because of an idiotic parliamentary
arrangement.

I ask members to look at the Press Gallery.
Not one member of the Press is present. My
speech will not reach the Press and I do not
want it to. I am talking to my colleagues in this
Parliament. I say to them, "For God's sake
wake up to yourselves and do not kowtow,
which we all do, to the Executive." This is a
Parliament and we should not kowtow to the
Executive.

I have spoken about this subject on many
occasions and I make no apologies for it. It will
get us nowhere but we certainly should not
worry about that.

This is not a Parliament. We are just a mob
of people who come to this place, get counted,
and go out again and that is that. Not one
member will challenge the Executive. I did, and
that is why I am permanently on the
backbench.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I draw the honour-
able member's attention to Standing Order No.
90 which indicates that if a member persists
with tedious repetition, the Chair will require
him to desist. Unless the member is going to
bring into the debate some information other
than the tack lie is on at the moment, I suggest
he is in conflict with that Standing Order.

Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS: I am most obliged
to you, Mr President, and I apologise for the
tedium of the last 14 years.

I support the motion.
HON. C. J. BELL (Lower West) [12.59

a.m.]: I support the Bill.
Several members interjected.

(155)

The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon. Colin Bell
has the floor.

Hon. C. J. BELL: There appeared to be some
confusion by the member who was previously
on his feet. I thought there had been an over-
sight.

We are debating the Appropriation
(Consolidated Revenue Fund) Bill and I would
like to draw the attention of the House to some
points concerning that Hill as well as to some
matters concerning my electorate.

A certain amount of money has been set
aside to be spent in my electorate, but I believe
a lot more should have been allocated. I refer
members to the propaganda which is
circulating throughout the community and in
particular to an item which appeared in the
Mandurak Advertiser dated 30 October and
which stated that the Government had
budgeted $3 million to save the Peel Inlet. That
is an exaggeration of the truth.

A Government member: It was a good adver-
tisement.

Hon. C. J. BELL: It may be a good advertise-
ment but it is not necessarily the truth.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: It is a good advertise-
ment.

Hon. C. J. BELL: Is Hon. Kay Hallahan
talking about the advertisement or the facts
involved? The facts are that in three years
nothing has been done by this Government to
solve the problem existing in the Peel Inlet. It is
exactly as it was three years ago. The former
member for Mandurah lost his seat mainly be-
cause nothing had been done to improve the
situation.

Pri or to the last election the Burke Govern-
ment promised to solve the problem and to
solve it quickly. It has not been done. However,
studies have been carried out and I believe that
they are necessary. There is no doubt that
many things could have been done which have
not been done.

If one looks at the survey undertaken by the
then Public Works Department in the early
1 980s' reference was made to the restrictions
involved in the Peel Inlet and the exchange of
waters between the inlet and the ocean. It quite
clearly identified two major points.

Hon. S. Mv. Piantadosi: Mr Lewis will give
you some moral support. None of your other
members is present.

Hon. C. J. BELL: The member who spoke
before me pointed out the futility of speaking
at this time of the night. I must say that the lack
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of consideration given by the members op-
posite who are carrying on in the fashion in
which they are, indicates how futile it is for
members to be in this House at this time of
night.

Hon. S. M. Piantadosi: It is clear to us that
your members do not support you. We do.

Hon. C. J. BELL: It is quite clear that mem-
bers of the Government support our sitting to
such a late hour for many days in succession.
There is no good reason for us to be here now.
This session commenced two or three weeks
later than was expected, and it has been de-
cided to complete the session three weeks
earlier than is usual. Obviously, in that time
scale one must expect that we will have ex-
tended sittings.

Hon. S. M. Fiantadosi interjected.
Hon. C J. BELL: As a matter of fact, I do

believe it. I was going to say a few nice things
about Mr Piantadosi later, but I may now have
t0 review them.

Hon. D. K. Dans: We are now in the silly
season.

Hon. C. J1. BELL: I am so pleased that every-
body recogniises that.

Hon. D. K. Dans: Don't be ashamed of it, Mr
Bell, it is normal for this time of the session.

Hon. C. J. BELL: I can see that and I think it
clearly illustrates the point Mr Berinson made
some three years ago.

Hon. D. K. Dans: And which we were
reminded of by Mr Williams. It is imprinted on
my mind. They won't even be able to dig it out
of my head when I am dead.

Hon. C. i. BELL: I must say that Hon. Kay
fallahan's performance is about what we have
come to expect of her lately.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: What are you saying
about my performance?

Hon. C. J. BELL: I would like to return to the
topic on which I was speaking. I will do so and
1 will stay here as long as I need to cover the
topics that I intend to cover.

Hon. D. K. Dans: You have somebody up in
the Press Gallery now. That is something that
the previous speaker never had.-

Hon. C. J. BELL: That is true. Actually, I am
a bit concerned, because I do not know whether
he is entitled to wear a Press badge.

Hon. N. F. Moore: He has actually had a
promotion, Mr Bell. He is working,-harder up
there than he did down here.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Would honourable
members cease interjecting and allow the mem-
ber to address the Chair so that he can finalise
his comments.

Hon. C. J. BELL: Thank you, Mr President. I
am sorry, but I may have to disappoint you in
some respects.

I was going to make a ver short speech, but
it seemed to me that in view of the way the
matter has been approached by members, I
ought to make it a little longer. As the Leader
of the House indicated, it is the silly season.

Hon. D. K. Dans: It is par for the course.
Hon. C. J. BELL: The Peel Inlet problems

are no different today than they were prior to
the last election. No action has been taken to
improve the situation. The hydrological survey
indicated that there were two main restrictive
factors. One was the bar at the mouth and the
other was the Sticks channel area. A contribu-
ting factor is the bank of sand in the main
channel almost opposite the hotel.

Hon. A. A. Lewis: The bar opposite the bar.
Hon. C. .1. BELL: Exactly.
Those factors are as bad today as they were

three years ago. Virtually no money has been
spent on that estuary. In recent weeks I have
watched with rowing concern the state of the
estuary with summer approaching. On a couple
of low tide days we have had a very rapid out-
flow of water. The water passing under the
bridge at Mandurah was a total mass of green
slime-not algae as we know it, or seaweed, but
a thick, green, syrupy slime. it is the worst 1
have seen it. I know that it does not necessarily
mean that it will develop into a very bad sum-
mer for Mandurah, but the conditions indicate
to me, a lay person, that certain residents of
Mandurali will have an extremely unpleasant
summer.

Hon. Garry Kelly: It sounds as though it
might take over the world.

Hon. C. J1. BELL: I assure the member that
some people in Mandurah think sometimes
that it will take over the town. It is not the most
pleasant thing to experience. The problem is
that the work should have been done on these
channels. It will have to be done regardless of
whether the environmental studies recommend
that the Dawesville cut proceed. They have not
yet been done. As I understand it, the bar is
again closed and the crayfishermen cannot get
out to sea.

Hon. A. A. Lewis: The sand bar is closed; the
other bar is open.
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Hon. C. J,. BELL: The sand bar is closed and
the professional fishermen cannot get out to
sea. They missed the first week of the season.
That costs Mandurah's community quite a bit.
We have been promised a system to maintain a
permanent opening for many years, but it has
not come. I know that in the Budget money has
been allocated to meet that promise, but the
promise is three years old. The fact that the
money is now there will not assist Mandurah
this year if that very bad algal bloom in sum-
mer converts to lettuce weed, goat weed or any
of the other weeds that will grow on the shore.

The survey clearly identified the sand bar
and the Styx channel as the problems that
needed to be solved. They should have been
dredged. The sand bar should have been kept
open so that we could have had at least some
benefit. I think that has been recognised by all
surveys and studies undertaken to this stage,
including that of Dr Hodgkins. We do not
know whether the Dawesville cut will be an
environmentally-sound proposition. Nobody
knows that yet. I wish that we could see the
results of that study very shortly so that we
could know what we were going to do.

Hon. Garry Kelly: It has done some com-
puter models.

Hon. C. J. BELL: There have been many
computer models, but nobody has completed
the studies on the computer models, as far as I
know. There will be a major change to the
nature of the estuary in any case, but nothing
has been done physically for three years. That
work will need to be done regardless of whether
the Dawesville cut is proceeded with.

The Government has budgeted for a hospital
in MandUrah. In August 1983 1 called on the
Government to provide hospital facilities for
Mandurah. The Minister at the time said,
"Absolutely no way. There will be no public
hospital in Mandurah this decade." Therefore,
the Liberal members for the Mandurah area
and the Mandurah community considered pri-
vate proposals to develop hospital facilities in
Mandurah. Two companies came forward with
positive proposals to proceed. The Minister of
this Government then said, "You won't get
permission to proceed." So that was the end of
that.

Now, just before an election, Mandurah
must suddenly have a hospital. An advertise-
ment has been put out suggesting that the
Government has budgeted for a hospital in
Mandurah. This advertisement is false. In the
Budget papers $350 000 has been allocated for

the Mandurah hospital. Thai amount of money
will buy the hospital site, and pay for a very
small amount of earthworks and preliminary
architectural work. I do not call that a hospital.
The advertisement suggests that the Govern-
ment has budgeted for a hospital, but in the
Budget papers no money has been allocated for
a hospital. The money will pay for the site and,
at best, preliminary work.

Hon. A. A. Lewis: That is not a hospital.
Hon. C. J. BELL: It is not a hospital.
Hon. Tom Stephens: It is a continual process

from planning through to building.
Hon. C. J. BELL: The interesting thing is

that not two years ago the Minister said that no
hospital would be built in Mandurah this dec-
ade.

Hon. Tom Stephens: If you had a good local
member the Government might change its
mind.

Hon. C. J. BELL: The local member of the
time supported it. I am sure that that will be
considered as we go through the election cam-
paign in the new year.

Hon. Garry Kelly: Are you saying that there
should not be a hospital?

Hon. C. J. BELL: I am not saying that at all. I
am saying that the advertisement indicates that
a budgeted amount has been allocated for a
hospital and the actual amount allocated will
only cover the cost of a vacant block. I would
not call that sufficient money to build a hospi-
tal.

Hon. Tom Stephens: We will not put you in
charge of Treasury.

lion. C. J. BELL: I am not seeking that job
and if Mr Stephens believes that the amount
budgeted will be sufficient to build a hospital in
Mandurah, I can assure him that it will not-
The Minister for Budget Management would be
pleased if he could get away with providing a
hospital for that sum.

Hon. J. M. Berinson: All capital works are
projected two or three years forward depending
on how long the project will take.

Hon. C. J. BELL: That could well be true,
but at this stage no money has been committed
and the project could be delayed for another 12
months, just as the bypass bridge was.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: As long as you have a
commitment, that's all right.

Hon. C. J. BELL: The bypass bridge was
commenced by Mr Richard Shalders, the for-
mer member for Mandurab.
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Several members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order! I ask the member

to direct his comments to the Chair and to
completely ignore the interjections.

Hon. C. J. BELL: I will endleavour to do that.
The PRESIDENT: I ask the member to do

more than endeavour, I ask him to in fact do it.
Hon. C. J. BELL: I found another interesting

item in the Budget papers, which I raised more
than 12 months ago in this House. I refer to the
Department of Agriculture revenue and expen-
diture areas. The figures in the dairy foods and
technology division indicate that it will have a
projected income of $600 000 and expenditure
in the vicinity of $250 000. My knowledge of
that industry indicates that the majority of that
income will be derived from the Dairy Industry
Authority through the charges made for ser-
vices provided. However, the expenditure is
substantially below the revenue. The revenue
of the dairy food and technology division in the
main is derived from levies made on dairy
products in Western Australia. The major
source of funds in recent times has been the
former Dairy Assistance Fund which contained
approximately $3 million when the Govern-
ment decided that it would cease operating the
levy which built up that fund and would change
some of the expenditure provisions within it.
The total was approximately $500 000 last
financial year. That figure is not clearly ident-
ified in this year's Budget.

When the money in the Dairy Assistance
Fund runs out-and it wilt within the next 12
or 18 months with the current draw situation-
the industry will have no backstop. During the
next 12 months the dairy industry will face a
crucial period of confrontation with the East-
ern States. It would have been extremely useful
if that money had still been available to assist
the dairy industry in Western Australia to sur-
vive, if the oncoming period is as grim as I
forecast. I believe that the crunch will come
this month and we shall then reach a situation
in which it will be necessary for members of all
political pantics, all those involved in the indus-
try, including producers, manufacturers,
unions and other people in the community to
unite.

1 refer now to the comments made by Hon.
John Williams about Parliament House. It is a
year or two ago since we passed legislation
which would not allow the staff of Parliament
House to become members of unions. l am sure
that Mr Piantadosi, as a former union rep-
resentative, would say that many of the staff in

Parliament House work in conditions which
are far below the acceptable standards in other
places. I am very much aware of the conditions
under which some of the staff work, particu-
larly the Hansard staff who are located in the
corridors on the top floor. Their conditions in
hot weather are absolutely appalling.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: They are terrible.

Hon. C. J. BELL: The accommodation in
Hansard is an unfortunate blot on our record as
employers and it will remain so until we spend
enough money to raise their working con-
ditions to those which would be acceptable in
normal Public Service operations. I hope that
in the next year or two, whichever party is in
power, my comments will be taken on board
and that something will be done for the people
who work in Parliament House.

Hon. Garry Kelly: Do you think the staff
should have access to the commission?

Hon. C. J. BELL: I do not think it is a ques-
tion of their having access to the commission.
The most important thing is that as employers,
we should endeavour to be good employers.

Hon. Garry Kelly: That is like motherhood.

Hon. C. J. BELL: It is not like motherhood,
it is a matter of our consciences as employers.

I wish to raise another issue-the interest
rates currently applying in the community
today. They are much too high. I have a copy of
an article which appeared in The Canberra
Times on 14 June 1984 under the heading
"Australia leads industrial world in interest
rates". It stated that interest rates were 14.45
per cent which gave a real interest rate of 8.55
per cent. One of the leading banks increased its
interest rates this week to 19.25 per cent which
is an indication of our present situation.

There is no doubt in my mind that the agri-
cultural industry and other small businesses,
particularly those in export industries, cannot
possibly survive for long in an economy which
has the interest rates which prevail today.

We must all do something to bring the situ-
ation down and by "all" I mean all Australians.
It could be argued that our Premier has made
calls on the Federal Government to soften the
monetary policy currently operated at high
interest rates. It is quite clear that export indus-
tries will decline seriously unless something is
done. That will only further weaken the value
of our currency in the international market. We
cannot possibly continue with the international
deficits we have.
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In the short term, high interest rates are sup-
posed to cause an inflow of capital and over-
come the deficit. In reality we must allow our
currency to be judged and not interfere artifici-
ally with its value. If we continue to interfere,
interest rates will continue to be too high for
our export industries to live with. There is no
way that agriculture can live with interest rates
around 20 per cent.

The Australian dollar has bropped from US
94c to US 68c. I think it was at that level today.
It picked up a bit because interest rates were
pushed up and more money came in. Until
money reaches its real value without artificial
control we will continue with this high interest
policy.

Hon. Mick Gayfer spoke about the natural
disaster in the eastern wheat-belt areas, but
there is a massive natural disaster -occurring
right throughout the Australian rural indus-
tries, not only in Western Australia. We are the
worst affected State because we have the worst
debt, but it has happened throughout Australia.
Until we achieve a better return we will con-
tinue with high interest rates, which means
high costs to farmers.

Hon. Garry Kelly: There was a 20 per cent
devaluation.

Hon. C. J. BELL: It was not enough. Until
such time as we can achieve equality in inter-
national trading at least, our currency must
continue to decline. The figures which were
announced last month showed a $1.5 million
deficit for the month. We cannot live with that.

I do not want to go into the figures. I have
them as far as international debt is concerned
over a long period; they are shown as a percent-
age Of OUr GDP. In five years we have gone
from something like 10 per cent to about 25 per
cent.

Hon. Garry Kelly: That is private debt.

Hon. C. J. BELL: It is private and public
debt.

Hon. Garry Kelly: It is mostly private.

Hon. C. J. BELL: -That does not alter the fact
that Australia owes money. We have to service
it from our export income. The situation is that
191/ per cent or 191/4 per cent is the figure. The
Federal Treasurer tells us inflation today is
about 8 per cent. He projects that figure for
next year. That means real interest rates of over
I I percent.

I have a chart going back to 1950, and these
are the worst figures by a long way. Nothing
comes within 7 per cent of them. The interest
rates will ruin our rural industries in Australia
unless we bring them under control.

Mention was made of housing loan interest
rates. I have no joy in seeing housing loan
interest rates rise. In fact I would like to see
them go down because I believe that would be
good for our economy. But there is no doubt in
my mind that we cannot continue to hide the
real market situation, because if we hide it it
will be picked up. Rural Australia believes it is
picking up quite a bit of that interest rate
today.

This is an article in today's Countryman
headed "Interest rates stifle potential, says
NEF." It reads-

CANBERRA: Australian farming indus-
tries could not realise their potential with
interest rates of 20 per cent and higher and
inflation rates two to three times that of
their competitors, the president of the
National Farmers' Federation, Ian
Mctachlan, said on Tuesday.

Addressing the NETF half yearly confer-
ence, Mr McLachlan said the federation
had to continue to focus on the-big issues
of interest rates, inflation, exchange rates
and taxation if it was to build farming in-
dustries, and to allow the sector to weather
current difficulties.

The article continues:

Mr McLachlan said the worst thing
Australian Governments had done in their
economic management over the past 10
years was to deficit fund.

Deficit funding was a crime against fu-
ture generations which had to meet the
interest on that debt

He said the interest on the national debt
was such that it had now become the third
highest item in the Federal Budget,
representing 10 per cent of all expenditure.
This was higher than education, health and
the defence budgets, he pointed out.

There should be real, absolute cuts in
Government expenditure across all -pro-

grammes at both state and federal level, he
argued.

For this reason alone, privatisation
warranted strong public debate and con-
sideration.
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Referring to the centralised wage fixing
system, Mr McLachlan said this was im-
posing a disproportionate burden on ex-
porters. It threatened to negate the ben-
eficial effects of depreciations through its
protection of wage earners at the ex-

A number of issues were raised there, but the
most crucial is that there is no way Australian
farming industries can live with interest rates
of 20 per cent and inflation rates two or three
times above its international competitors. We
must do better; we must tighten our belts. Until
we do, we will stay in the same position.
indexation is about standing still, it is not
about fixing situations. We will not do any bet-
ter while we continue down that track.

One other matter I would like to discuss is
the very real disappointment in my electorate
about two schools which have had longstanding
needs and have not been catered for in the
Budget. Those are the Pinjarra High School
and Waroona Primary School. Something is to
be expended on the Pinjarra High School man-
ual arts classroom-about $40 000-and also
on the Waroona Primary School. The Minister
stated last year he would proceed with the re-
sumption of land for the site. I raised that issue
the year before. Nevertheless the situation in
those two towns is still very unsatisfactory,
with no provison being made in the Budget
papers to alleviate the very poor conditions of
the students.

If the Minister for Budget Management is the
responsible Minister next time around, I ask
that he give priority to allocating funds to this
area in the next year. Without those priority
funds the two schools will continue to be de-
prived of fair and reasonable educational facili-
ties.

I repeat the three points I have made: Firstly,
the Peel Inlet in Mandurah has not been ad-
equately catered for over the past three years
and the provision for the coming year will in no
way make up for the deficiency. Secondly, the
educational facilities in Pinjarra and Waroona
should no longer be neglected. Thirdly, there
appears to be no effort being made in the com-
munity to tackle the very real problems we
have with the high interest rates being levied by

our financial institutions, and unless the prob-
lem is tackled very quickly we will go back-
wards even further. Already on the inter-
national standard of living scale we have gone
from third position 20 years ago to around 25th
position today. We will go further down this
slippery dip unless we all pull up our socks.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Comm ittee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without de-

bate, reported without amendment, and the re-
Dont adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon. J.

M. Berinson (Minister for Budget Manage-
ment), and passed.

ELECITO1RAL AMENDMENT BILL
Assembly's Request for Conference

Message from the Assembly requesting a
conference on the amendment to amendment
No. 9 insisted on by the Assembly, and notify-
ing that at such conference the Assembly would
be represented by three managers, now con-
sidered.

Hon. J. M. BERINSON: I move-
That the Assembly's request for a con-

ference be agreed to, that the managers for
the Council be Hon. G. E. Masters, Hon.
P. 0. Pendal, and the mover, and that the
conference meet on Tuesday, 26
November 1985 at 12 noon in the com-
mittee room, Parliament House.

Question put and passed, and a message ac-
cordingly returned to the Assembly.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

HION. J. M. BERINSON (North Central
Metropoitan-Attorney General) [ 1.40 a.m.J: I
move-

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Friday, 22 November 1985 at I11.00 a.m.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 1. 41 a. m. (Friday).
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

388. Postponed.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL

Pemberton District: New School
390. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister for

Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Education:

(1) After the Minister's visit to the
Pemberton District High School, is it
the Government's intention to pro-
vide Pemberton with a new school?

(2) If not, what measures are to be taken
to upgrade-
(a) the resource centre; and

(b) the manual arts centre?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) and (2) The future of the existing
school at Pemberton has not yet been
determined, but no more permanent
building is being undertaken on th
present site. A transportable li-
brary-resource centre is being
provided from the current Budget.

TRANSPORT: RAILWAY

Boyup Brook-Katanning:, Closure

391. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister for
Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Transport:
(1) Is it the Government's intention to

close the Boyup Brook-Katanning rail-
way line?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) What would be the estimated costs to
bring back a train service on this line?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) No.

(2) The line is being retained in
of future development in
justifying a resumption of
vices.

the event
the area
rail ser-

(3) Costs for rehabilitation of this line
would depend on the purpose and the
particular traffic task justifying its
reopening.

EDUCATION: SCHOOLS
Year of Peace: Celebrations

392. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Minister for
Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Education:
(1) Has the Government made any plans

to celebrate within the school system
in 1986 the United Nations Year of
Peace?

1(2)
(3)

If so, what plans have been made?
What Budget allocation has been
made for this purpose?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The social studies section of the Cur-

riculum Branch of the Education De-
partment has made some preliminary
plans to produce teacher materials to
support existing aspects of the school
syllabus relating to "international co-
operation and conflict".
The Director General of Education is
convening a meeting early next month
which will consider the wider involve-
ment of the Education Department in
the celebration of the Year of Peace.

(3) No specific Budg et allocation has been
made.

ROAD
Paraburdoc Spur Road- Funding

393. Hon. N. F. MOORE, to the Minister for
Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Transport:

Is the Paraburdoo spur road from the
Nanutarra-Wittenoom road eligible
for road funding under the bicenten-
nial and Australian land transport
programmes?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
The Paraburdoo spur road would be
eligible for rural arterial road funding
under the Australian bicentennial
road development programme. How-
ever, ABRD funds for rural arterial
roads have already been committed.
In the Australian land transport pro-
gramme the Commonwealth has
initiated a policy to restrict arterial
road funding to a limited system of
"roads of national importance". The
Paraburdoo spur road is not on the list
of these roads proposed by the Corn-
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monwealib. However, discussions
have yet to take place before this new
system of roads is finalised.

TRANSPORT
Air:- Perth- Yulara-Sydney

396. Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH, to the
Minister for Employment and Training
representing the Minister for Transport:
(1) What is the State Government doing

to help East-West Airlines maintain
its present Perth-Yulara-Sydney
services and to import an extra F28
jet?

(2) Would the Government be prepared
to join East-West Airlines in a
resurrected constitutional challenge to
the two-airlines agreement if the air-
line continues to be harassed by the
Federal Secretary of the Aviation De-
partment?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) and (2) I refer the member to the

statements made by the Premier on
this matter over the last few days.
They have been widely reported in all
sections of the media.

ROAD
Shepperton Road: Widening

399. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Minister for
Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Planning:

I refer to his decision in relation to
Shepperton Road.
(1) Wilt he, in concert with any other

appropriate Ministers, ensure the
12 property owners whose homes
will be demolished are given early
opportunities to sell 10 the
Government if that is their wish?

(2) Would he convene a meeting of
interested parties to ensure their
legitimate wishes are carried out
with minimum dislocation to
them?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) I am advised by the Minister for Plan-

ning that the Metropolitan Region
Planning Authority advised each
owner of land who appealed against
the reservation, or the procedures re-
lating to compensation, or for the ac-
quisition of their property.

(2) No. However, an owner requiring
further advice may discuss his case
with officers of the Town Planning
Department at a mutually convenient
time, following which every consider-
ation will be given to the matter by the
authority.

PLANNING

Old Tip Site; Manning

400. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Minister for
Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Planning:

(1) What progress has been made in nego-
tiations between the MRPA and the
City of South Perth over the vesting or
leasing of the old Manning rubbish tip
Site?

(2) When is agreement expected to be
finalised?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) and (2) 1 am advised by the Minister
for Planning that the draft lease agree-
menit is with the City of South Perth
for consideration, and a reply is
awaited by the Metropolitan Region
Planning Authority. Thereafter the
document will be processed as quickly
as circumstances permit.

COMMUNICATIONS: TELEVISION

Satellites: Jmproi'men:

402. Hon. D. J1. WORDSWORTH, to the
Leader of the House representing the
Minister for Communication:

(1) When is rural television expected to
improve due to improved satellite ser-
vices?

(2) Is the Government considering help-
ing any isolated communities to pur-
chase the necessary dish equipment
for their use rather than having indi-
viduals purchasing their own or go
without?

(3) Is the Government prepared to recog-
nise that some communities have
special problems in this direction?

(4) Would the Government consider such
an application from H-opetoun where
an unusually high percentage of pen-
sioners reside?
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Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) The major improvement for rural tele-

vision coverage via satellite tech-
nology will be the provision by mid
1986 of commercial television to 12
communities which at present do not
receive commercial television. Im-
provement in ABC and commercial
television coverage for other currently
unserved communities will only be
through the provision of community
or individual dishes.

(2) It is the Government's view that the
provision of receivers and
retransmission facilities is a Common-
wealth Government responsibility.
This matter is being monitored by the
office of communication, Department
of Computing and Information Tech-
nology.

(3) The WA Government recognises that
many communities will face difficult-
ies regarding the purchasing of the
necessary equipment.

(4) The Western Australian Government
is liaising on behalf of communities,
such as Hopetoun, to have compre-
hensive broadcasting services
introduced as soon as possible.

DEFENCE
Helicopters: Number

403. Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH, to the
Minister for Employment and Training
representing the Minister for Transport:

In view of the criticism that Colombia
as a relatively undeveloped third
world country could only muster 290
helicopters to help with rescue work in
their recent disaster, how many heli-
copters are in-
(a) Western Australia;
(b) Australia?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
Many helicopters, for one reason or
another, are not licensed. This in-
cludes, for example, military helicop-
ters. Helicopter operations are not li-
censed by the State.
The latest available figures-January
1984-show 293 helicopters are lic-
ensed by the Department of Aviation
in Australia.

ROADS: FREEWAYS
Speed Limits: Review

404. Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Minister for
Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Transport:

Further to question 671 of 20 March
1985 regarding a review of the speed
limit on the freeways-
(1) Has the review been completed?
(2) When will the Government be re-

leasing details of the review?
Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) An overall review of speed limits on

the freeways has been undertaken and
the Government is giving consider-
ation to this report.

(2) When the matter has been finalised by
the Government.

ROADS: FREEWAYS
85th Percentile

407. Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Minister for
Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Transport:
(1) Has the department measured the

85th percentile for traffic on the
Mitchell-Kwinana Freeways during
the last 12 months?

(2) Would the Minister provide the fol-
lowing details regarding such measure-
ment-
(a) location;
(b) date; and
(c) results?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) This information is being considered

as part of the overall review of speed
limits on the freeways. When that re-
view has been completed, an appropri-
ate announcement will be made.

ROADS
"B tiane:- Marking

408. Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Minister for
Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Transport:
(1) Has the Main Roads Department, in

conjunction with local government
authorities, embarked on a pro-
gramme of marking streets to allow for
a "H"-lane on roadways?
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(2) What funds have been allocated for
this programme?

(3) What is the distribution of such
funds?

Elan. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) to (3) It is presumed that the reference

to a 'B"-lane on roadways refers to
special provision for bicycles. There is
no programme to allow for the
marking of lanes especially for
bicycles. However, on dual
carriageways where pavement width
allows, the lane separation line is
repainted off centre to allow ad-
ditional width for cyclists in the
kerb-side lane. There is no special pro-
vision of funds for this as the work is
done when repainting of the line be-
comes necessary.

FIRES
Bushflres: Local Government Responsibility

410. Hon. TOM McNEIL, to the Leader of
the House representing the Minister for
Lands and Surveys:

What is a shire council's responsibility
under the Bushfires. Act to fight or
control fires on vacant Crown land
and Government vested reserves?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
There is no statutory obligation for
shire councils or their bushfire brig-
ades to fight or control fires on vacant
Crown land or vested reserves. How-
ever, brigades and councils are heavily
involved in mutual aid fire fighting
arrangements with relevant Govern-
ment authorities, formalised through
fire protection plans which are
coordinated by the Bush Fires Board.

411. Postponed.

EDUCATION: TERTIARY ADMISSIONS
EXAMINATION

Biology: Complaints
412. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister for

Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Education:
(1) Has the Minister received any com-

plaints about the fact that the TAE
biology paper was very poorly printed
and therefore difficult for students to
read?

(2) If so, who printed the paper?

(3) Why was the paper not checked prior
to its distribution?

(4) If the claim of poor printing is correct,
what action, if any, is the Minister
taking to ensure that students who sat
for this exam are not disadvantaged as
a consequence of the printing mis-
take?

H-on. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) The Secondary Education Authority
has*- received five telephone com-
plaints and three written complaints
about the printing of three of the dia-
grams in the biology paper. The three
diagrams in question had been hand
drawn by the examiners and these had
not reproduced clearly in the printing
process.

(2) The printing of all TAE papers is car-
ried out by the Government Printing
Office.

(3) All papers are checked after printing
by the examining panel for each sub-
ject. It was brought to the attention of
the biology examining panel that some
of the printing on the diagram was not
clear. It was their opinion that no ac-
tion needed to be taken.

(4) The complaints that have been made
about the printing have been brought
to the attention of the biology
examining panel. To overcome any
possible disadvantage to students,
markers have been advised that for
the marking process candidates should
be given the benefit of any doubt
where it appears a diagram may have
been misinterpreted because of the
printing.

AGRICULTURE
Plane Diseases Act Regulations: Review

413. Hon, A. A. LEWIS, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Are the Plant Diseases Act Regu-
lations in the process of review?

(2) If so, who is carrying out that review?

(3) Has the review been completed?

(4) If so, when is it anticipated that the
regulations will be gazetted?
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(5) Will the industry affected by these
regulations be consulted before their
completion?

(6) If not, why not?
Hon. D. K_ DANS replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) Chief, Division of Horticulture, under

direction of Director of Agriculture.
(3) Yes, except for final consultations and

approvals.
(4) The proposed regulations will be put

to the Minister for Agriculture for
consideration in the near future.

(5) Industr has been consulted during
the review of the regulations.

(6) Answered by (5).

EDUCATION
Department: Claim No. BA1/6392

414. Hon. TOM KNIGHT, to the Minister
for Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Education:
(1) Is the Minister aware of an Education

Department claim No. DM/6392?
(2) If "Yes", would he advise what action

took place with respect to the
abovementioned claim?

(3) Did the person the subject of the claim
receive fortnightly cheques from 1977
to 1984?

(4) [f "Ycs", why?
(5) What action, if any, did the Minister

take in respect of these payments?
Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) It was claimed and approved by the

SGIO.
(3) Yes.
(4) The employee believed that she was

on approved workers' compensation.
However, departmental records
indicated that valid workers' compen-
sation claims were only received for
two short periods in 1976. In theory,
the employee had been overpaid for
the period 1976-84.

(5) The case was investigated in 1984 and
medical information provided
indicated that the employee was still
incapacitated and could not resume
normal work duties as a result of the
original work-related injury and there-

fore may well have had a valid
workers' compensation claim had the
issue been raised at an earlier time
and appropriate progress medical cer-
tificates provided. Executive Council
approval to write off the overpayment
was therefore sought and approved.

ENERGY
State Energy Commission: Financial

Statements
415. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister

for Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Minerals and Energy:
(I) What are the specific details of the

sum of $75 million listed within note
14 of the notes supporting the 1984-85
financial statements of the State En-
ergy Commission?

(2) What was the Budget estimate for this
item?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(I) This is a short-term facility raised in

accordance with the approved loan al-
location.

(2) This is not a specific Budget item.

ENERGY
Slate Energy Commission: Current Liabilities

416. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister
for Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Minerals and Energy:

With regard to the $289 246 000 listed
as "current liabilities" in the 1984-85
balance sheet of the State Energy
Commission-
(1) What was the original Budget Es-

timate for this item?
(2) What are the specific details of

the sum of $192 923 000 listed as
being owed to creditors?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) This is not a specific Budget item.
(2) The specific details are presented in

Note 13 forming part of the com-
mission's financial statements-

Trade creditors
Loan interest accrued to 30

June 1985
Loan redemption and interest

unclaimed
Customers' and contractors'

deposits

92,486

77.555

2.350

8.808
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Other creditors 1 1.724

1921923

ENERGY
State Energy Commission: Miscellaneous

Revenue
417. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister

for Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Minerals and Energy:

With regard to the 1984-85 financial
statements of the State Energy Com-
mission-
(1) What are the specific details of

the $10 392 000 listed as miscel-
laneous revenue?

(2) What was the Budget Estimate for
this revenue item?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) Miscellaneous revenue includes-

Contributory extension
scheme instalments

Account establishment fees
Profit on sale of assets
Hire of computer facilities
Other

SM

1.709
2.391I
1.527
0.909
3.846

10.392

(2) The Budget Estimate for miscel-
laneous revenue was $8.802 million.

ENERGY
State Energy Commission: Deferred

Expenditure
418. Hon. 0. E. MASTERS, to the Minister

for Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Minerals and Energy:

Within the 1984-85 balance sheet of
the State Energy Commission, and
Specifically referring to the sum of
$253 569 000 listed as deferred expen-
diture-
(1) What are the specific individual

commitments which comprise the
deferred expenditure?

(2) To what persons, companies, or
bodies will this sum eventually be
paid?

(3) What was the original Budget Es-
timate for this item?

(4) For what reason is this item some
$185 million more than in
1983-84?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) The principal components of deferred

expense are net deferred foreign
exchange losses and deferred interest
arising from use of the escalating
charge-units of production de-
preciation method.

(2) Net deferred foreign exchange losses
are notional amounts which arose fol-
lowing the prudent accounting prac-
tice of revaluation all offshore loans at
the exchange rates prevailing at the
end of each financial year. No specific
commitment for payment arises until
loans are to be repaid and the
amounts to be paid will depend on
exchange rates ruling at those times.
Other deferred expenses have given
rise to payments during 1984-85
which will be expensed through the
profit and loss account in the future
years to which they are applicable.

(3) This is not a specific Budget item.
(4) The principal reason for the difference

was devaluation of the Australian dol-
lar during 19 84-8 5.

ENERGY
State Energy Commission: Subscribed Loans

419. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister
for Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Minerals and Energy:
(1) Is it correct that the indebtedness of

the State Energy Commission listed
under subscribed public and private
loans at 30 June 1985 is some
$222433000 more than at 30 June
1984?

(2) If so, for what reason has this increase
been accumulated?

(3) What was the Budget estimate for this
item?

(4) If the sum referred to in (1) is not
correct, what is the correct amount of
indebtedness under this item?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) New borrowings raised
1984-8 5 for capital works.

during

(3) The increase was in accordance with
'he approved borrowing programme
which was initiated by the previous
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Government when it committed to the
Muja D power station and the
Nonth-West Shelf gas pipeline.

(4) Not applicable.

ENERGY
State Energy Commission: Income

420. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister
for Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Minerals and Energy:

With regard to the total income
received by the State Energy Com-
mission from-
(a) electricity sales; and
(b) gas sales,
during the 1984-85 year, what was the
income received from-
(i) industrial customers; and

(ii) domestic customers?
Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(a) Electricity Sales-

SM
Domestic 201.628
Commercial-industrial 342.791

544.4 19

(b) Gas sales-
Domestic 24.966
Commercial-industrial 161.007

185.973

MINERALS: PROSPECTING LICENCES
Applications: Mrs Rita Brooks

421. Hon. N. F. MOORE, to the Minister for
Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Minerals and Energy:
(1) Did the Minister write to Mrs Rita

Brooks, 114 Hare Street, Kalgoorlie
on 28 October 1985, in relation to
prospecting licence applications
2 5/4 56-8?

(2) Did the Minister indicate that he had
changed his mind and was now pro-
posing to grant an extension to the
existing licence holders?

(3) If so, for what reason and on what
advice, did the Minister change his
mind?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.

(3) The applications were originally
refused because no statutory reports
on work done had been lodged in re-
spect of the second year period of the
licences. Subsequent information
received, however, only two days
later, indicated the holder had
exceeded the minimum expenditure
requirements.

MINERALS: PROSPECTING LICENCES
Davyhurst.: Expiry

422. Hon. N. F. MOORE, to the Minister for
Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Minerals and Energy:

With regard to prospecting licences
30/12, 13, and 14-Davyhurst-
(1) Is it correct that the above

prospecting licences have ex-
pired?

(2) Was the leaseholder advised of
the expiry?

(3) Had there been previous appli-
cations for exemption from the
expenditure provisions?

(4) Did the Minister originally refuse
to grant the extensions applied
for?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) No. An extension of the term of the

licences has been granted to 20
December 1986.

(2) Not applicable.
(3) NO.
(4) Yes.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS
Land Rightis Inquiry: Aboriginal Liaison

Committee
423. Hon. N. F. MOORE, to the Minister for

Employment and Training representing
the Minister with special responsibility frr
Aboriginal Affairs:

Was a ceiling placed on the total
amount of money which could be
made available by the Aboriginal
Liaison Committee chaired by Mr
Ernie Bridge MLA?

Hon. PETER DOW DING replied:
An initial allocation was granted in
the 1983-84 Estimates to commence
the operation of the Aboriginal
Liaison Committee. Additional funds
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were made available by the Treasurer
and allocated to the Aboriginal
Liaison Committee in accordance
with the proper budgeting process.

TRANSPORT: METROPOLITAN
TRANSPORT TRUST

Depot: Malaoga
424- Hon. P. H. LOCKYER, to the Minister

for Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Transport:
(1) Have the design plans and specifica-

tions for the new MTT depot at Malaga
been completed?

(2) Have tenders been called for the con-
struction of the depot?

(3) If "Yes", when will tenders close?
(4) What is the anticipated cost of the,

MTT depot at Malaga?
Hion. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) No.
(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) Approximately $2 million.

ROADS
Canning City Councilb Alterations

425. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Minister for
Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Transport:

I refer to the City of Canning's June
198 5 request to his department to give
urgent consideration to-
(a) construction of a flyover to carry

Leach Highway across Welshpool
Road;

(b) duplication of Orrong Road be-
tween Kurnall Road and Leach
Highway;

(c) expansion of the section of Leach
Highway between Manning Road
and Orrong Road from two lanes
to three lanes in each direction.

and ask-
(1) Does he acknowledge the validity

of the city's argument in respect
to these routes?

(2) In view of the already high level
of traffic density on these routes,
will he ask the department to re-

view its decision to evaluate these
projects only after a five-year
period?

(3) Would he be prepared to meet
with council representatives on
site to listen to arguments in
favour of an earlier start?

(4) Is it possible that bicentennial
funds for roadworks might be
made available from the Com-
monwealth to expedite the proj-
ects?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) The projects suggested by the Canning

City Council need to be evaluated
against other possible projects before
it is possible to say that they should or
should not be constructed.

(2) The Government is committed to the
construction of a number of major
highway projects in the metropolitan
area as listed below-

Burswood bridge and city north-
emn bypass
Mitchell Freeway stages 5, 6, and
7
Tonkin Highway between
Guildford Road and Great East-
ern Highway;
Roe Highway between Great
Eastern Highway and Great
Northern Highway;
Rcdcliffe-Bushmead Highway.

These projects will require all of the
anticipated available road funds for at
least the next five years. This means
that it is not possible to consider the
construction of the projects suggested
by the Canning City Council until the
committed projects have been
substantially completed.

(3) Due to the fact that funds are unlikely
to be available for a few years, I do not
consider that there would be any ben-
ef it in a site meeting with council rep-
resentat ives.

(4) I am afraid that all available funds
from the Australian bicentennial road
development trust fund have been
allocated to assist with the construc-
tion of the committed projects pre-
viously referred to.

426. Postponed.
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EDUCATION
Pre-primary. North Metropolitan Region

427. Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Minister for
Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Education:

(1) How many schools in each of the
northern metropolitan regions that
have pre-primary centres-
(a) have no vacancies for 1986 for

five year olds;

(b) have no vacancies at all?

(2) How many pre-primary centres are
there in each of these regions?

(3) How many children that are enrolled
for the 1986 year in pre-primaries
are-

(a) 5 year alds;

(b) 4 year olds?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) (a) Eleven schools;

(b) eleven schools.

(2) Metropolitan north-west region: 51
pre-primlary centres.
Metropolitan north-east region: 52
pre-primary centres.

(3) (a) 4051 five-year-alds in the
north-west and north-east regions
combined.

(b) 143 four-year-alds in the
north-west and north-east regions,
combined.

COURTS
Northern Suburbs.- Establishment

428. IHon. P. H. WELLS, to the Attorney
General:

(1) Has there been any study, report, or
consideratiog of the possible court
work-load if a court was established in
the northern suburbs in the next -five
years?

(2) Will the Attorney provide details of
such studies, reports, or consider-
ations?

(3) What is the latest estimate on the
opening of a court complex at
Joan dalup?

Hon. J1. M. BERINSON replied:

(1) to (3) Consideration has been given to
the needs of the northern suburbs as
part of the ongoing appraisal and as-
sessment of future court requirements
in the metropolitan area.

Provision for the development of the
court complex at Joondalup has been
included in the capital works pro-
gramme for the current triennium,
with possible commencement during
1986-87. However, no firm decision
to proceed has been made at this
stage.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Stirling City Council: Revocation of Delegation

429. Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Minister for
Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Planning:

(1) Did the Minister instruct the MRPA
to issue the notice of revocation of
delegation on the City of Stirling?

(2) What are the reasons for the revo-
cation of delegation which has been
served by the MRPA on the City of
Stirling without any slated reasons?

(3) Has a notice of revocation of del-
egation previously been served by the
MRPA on a local authority?

(4) If "yes", on which local authority,
when, and for what reasons?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) No.

(2) The legal advice obtained based on
documents made available by the City
of Stirling indicates a prima facie case.

(3) and (4) No.

PLANNING

To wn Plan ning Departmen t: Workload

430. Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Minister for
Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Planning:

How many additional staff will be
required in the Town Planning De-
partment to administer the additional
work caused by the MRPA's revo-
cation of delegation on the City of
Stirling?
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Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
The perceived addition of
approximately 25 applications per
month can readily be absorbed by
existing staff numbers. The Metropol i-
tan Region Planning Authority has,
however, agreed as part of its
resolution to meet the cost of any ad-
ditional staff that may be necessary.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Stirling City Council Revocation of Delegation
431. Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Minister for

Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Planning:
(1) Was the Minister aware of the inten-

tion of the MRPA to issue a notice of
revocation of delegation on the City of
Stirling prior to its being issued?

(2) When was he made aware of the inten-
tion to issue the notice of revocation
of delegation?

(3) Did the Minister indicate to any mem-
bers or officers of the MRPA that he
supported or agreed with the issue of a
notice of revocation of delegation on
the City of Stirling?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(I) No.
(2) The Minister was made aware of the

decision to issue a notice of revo-
cation of delegation after the special
meeting of the Metropolitan Region
Planning Authority held on Monday,
18 November 1985.

(3) No.

POLICE
Warwick Centre: Population Served

432. Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Attorney
General representing the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services:

Concerning the Warwick police
complex and the area it services-
(1) What is the estimated population

of the area serviced from
Warwick?

(2) What is the number of dwellings
in the area serviced?

(3) What is the ratio of police officers
to population for the years-
(a) 1984;

(b) 1981;
(c) 1979;
or other suitable years in which
figures are available?

Hon. .1. M. BERINSON replied:

(1) 77 860 as at 1981 Census. Estimate
for 198 5, 90 000.

(2) Estimated June 1985, 28 717 private
dwellings.

(3) (a) 1984 estimated 1:3 103;
(b) 1981 estimated 1:2 883;
(c) 1979 estimated 1:2 574.

The above figures are supplied for the
Warwick police subdivision and include
general duties and CIB staff only. Also at-
tached to the Warwick complex are traffic,
liquor and gaming, and Warwick patrol
staff, who service all northern suburbs
encompassing the police subdivisions of
lnnaloo, Nollamara, Scarborough,
Wanneroc, and Warwick.

CRIME

Scarborough: Statistics

433. Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Attorney
General representing the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services:

Will the Minister provide copies or
the annual crime statistics as
produced by the Scarborough police
for each of the past three years?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:

The statistical information requested
is not readily available and would take
considerable time to compile.

CRIME

Warwick- Statistics

434. R-on. P. H. WELLS, to the Attorney
General representing the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services:

Will the Minister provide copies of
the annual crime statistics as
produced by the Warwick police for
each of the past three years?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:

The statistical information requested
is not readily available and would take
considerable time to compile.

4944



[Thursday, 21 November 1985]194

CRIME
Innaloa: Statistics

435. H-on. P. Ht. WELLS, to the Attorney
General representing the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services:

Will the Minister provide copies of
the annual crime statistics as
produced by the Innaloo police for
each of the past three years?

Hon. J1. M. BERINSON replied:
The statistical information requested
is not readily available and would take
considerable time to compile.

MINERALS: GOLD
Arm way Mining Ply Lid: Director

436. Hon. NEIL OLIVER, to the Minister for
Employment and Training representing
the Minister for Minerals and Energy:

Does the Minister know if the
McKenzie named as a director of
Annway Mining Pty Ltd currently
mining for gold in the Hamersley
Range National Park is in any way
connected with Mr Bill McKenzie, the
current Chairman of the MRPA and
former Mayor of Fremantle?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
The Minister for Minerals and Energy
believes the member is referring to Mr
Alan Roy McKenzie. The Minister
does not know if he has any connec-
tion with Mr Bill McKenzie.

QUESTIONS W[THOUJT NOTICE

MINISTER FOR PLANNING
Oathi of Office: Breach

361. Hon. P. H-. WELLS, to the Attorney
General:
(1)lIs it correct that when Ministers of the

Crown are sworn in they take an oath
to administer their portfolios without
fear or favour, affection, or ill will?

(2) if so, will he investigate allegations
that the Minister for Planning has
breached this oath by reportedly say-
ing to the Mayor of the City of
Stirling, "This makes it one all"?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON repiied:
(1) As best I can recollect it, the oath is in

roughly the terms indicated by the
member.

(2) This bears no relationship to my min-
isterial responsibility.

NATURAL DISASTER
Hailstorm: Wheat-belt

362. H-on. J. M. BROWN, to the Minister for
Consumer Affairs:

My question arises from a news broad-
cast today concerning the devastation
in the eastern wheat-belt, in particular
crop damage. I apologise to the Minis-
ter for not acquainting him earlier
with the situation. It had been
asserted that those in the farming
community with insurance claims
would be far better off than those who
have yet to harvest their crops.
(1) Would the Minister ensure

through his department or his
ministerial colleagues that the
farming community will not be
disadvantaged in the claims they
put forward to the insurance in-
dustry in regard to hail damage?

(2) Will the Minister continue to
monitor the situation of
crop claims as an overall brief
within that area of the eastern
wheat-belt?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) and (2) Certainly I will take up the

matter with the Commissioner for
Consumer Affairs and with the de-
partment to ensure, as far as we can,
that the concerns expressed by the
member are considered very carefully
and that we give all the support poss-,
ibl e to people who a re maki ng cla ims.

TROTING
Television: Discontinuance

363. Hon. J. M. BROWN, to the Attorney
General:

I am aware that the Minister for
Racing and Gaming has written to the
ABC concerning the discontinuance of
the televising on Friday evenings of
harness horseracing. events. This fol-
lows the Saturday evening programme
of the WA Turf Club racing which was
also discontinued. I would like the At-
torney General to tdike up with the
Minister for Racing and Gaming the
reason for the discontinuance because

4945



4946 COUNCIL)

people in the south-east province and
country people generally want it
restored.

The withdrawal of the televising of
this small segment of racing and trot-
ting has been a great disappointment
to country people. The Minister has
the support of goldfield members.

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:

I will be happy to draw that matter to
the attention of the Minister as soon
as he returnis.

MINISTER FOR PLANNING

Oath of Office: Breach

364. Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Attorney
General:

My question follows my previous
question because I feel the Attorney
might not have understood the ques-
tion exactly.

(1) Will he take up with the Premier
the allegation that a senior Minis-
ter told a Stirling City Council
source that the refusal over the
Spindrifter project was a brickbat
for the loss of a Chinese res-
taurant project by the ALP?

(2) If so, would he ask the Premier to
remove the Minister for Planning
from his portfolio because of his
inability to administer his port-
folio without fear or favour?

Hon. P. G. Pendal: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:

(1) and (2) The member is well aware of
the procedure by which he may put a
question to the Premier, and it is not
through me.

CRIME
Mickel berg Case; Appeal

365. Hon. P. H. LOCKYER, to the Attorney
General:

Now that fresh fingerprint evidence
concerning the Mickelberg brothers
has been brought to the attention of
this House, will he give consideration
to having the matter placed in the
hands of the Court of Criminal Ap-
peal?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:
This question was raised in the course
of debate on the Appropriation
(Consolidated Revenue Fund) Bill
yesterday. I was sorry that procedures
prevented me from replying to the
member at the time.
I followed the member's reading of the
various letters and I was unable to dis-
cern any new material which was not
available to the Solicitor General
when he prepared his report for the
Government. As the House would be
aware, that report was the basis of my
ministerial statement to the House on
4 July. Nonetheless, Hon. P. H.
Lockyer has offered to make available
the various items of correspondence
to which he referred in the debate, and
he has asked that they be considered. I
will be happy to accept those papers
frdmn him and to request the Solicitor
General's consideration of them.

MINISTER FOR PLANNING
Oath of Office:- Breach

366. Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Attorney
General:

Is it correct that if a charge was laid
against the Minister that he broke his
oath, the Crown Law Department of
which the Attorney is in charge would
be called upon to give an opinion?

The PRESIDENT: That question seeks a
legal opinion and consequently it is
out of order.
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